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AN EXPLANATION 


S.tting in the fire house of In- 
dependent Hose Company one atf- 
ternoon after an exciting hour’s 
work at a blaze Mr. James R. 
Voorhees happened to mention 
his scrapbooks on former fires. 
My newspaper training could not 
let the opportunity slip by as I 
at once sensed the possibilities of 
an interesting series of articles 
to be run in my paper. Mr. Voor- 
hees willingly granted my request 
to use his scrap books, as i saw fit, 
provided I took good care of them 
and this was faithfully done and 
the books in due time returned. 

It was indeed interesting work 
in culling over the old accounts of 
fires of the past, and fixing up ar- 
ticles about them for use in the 
paper. As the writing progressed, 
the idea came into mind of run- 
ning off some copies from the 
type after it was used for the 
paper, as a more convenient form 
for saving. From that it was but 
one step further to plan to have 
the slips bound in book form and 
a little book printed. This neces- 
sitated several changes in the or- 
iginal newspaper articles, mostly 
in the form of additions and ex- 
planations, and these have been 
made with a view of making the 
little bock as connected and as 
orderly as possible. 

Whether the book will prove as 
interesting to the few who will se- 
cure copies as it u.d to the writer 
‘is perhaps a question. Being a 
volunteer firemen myself, foreman 
of the Independent Hose Company 


this year, and thereafter a mem- 
ber of the Exempts, I have for 
seven years at least perforce been 
keenly interested in the Fire De- 
partment. But my interest is 
dated far beyond the seven years 
of service for as a little boy I 
was ulways desirous of watchirg 
the fires, (and what normal boy 
isn’t?) and when I finally grew up 
and found I was to remain in busi- 
ness in Morristown, I lost no time 
in joining the department. My 
seven years of association with 
the members of the Independent 
Hose Company, and the other 
members of the volunteer fire de- 
partment, have been ones long to 
be remembered and cherished, and 
I trust that they may be continued 
for many years to come. 
Preparing this little historical 
book on ‘Fires of the Past, in 
Morristown,” nas given me a great 
deal of pleasure. Many of the 
fires I of course remember having 
seen; many others I wish I could 
have seen. All of them record the 
heroism, bravery and courage of 
the volunteer fire fighters of Mor- 
ristown, and there is not a blot on 
their esutcheon. The depart- 
ment may have had its petty an- 
noyancer., apparatus at times may 
have been inadequate, but tkere 
never was an occasion on which 
the men themselves failed t» do 
their duty or to stand by in emer- 
gency. It is indeed fitting that 
their work be commemorated and 
duly recorded for future genera- 
tions to read with pride and to 


emulate’ whenever necessity de- 
nands as it unfortunately too fre- 
quently does. 

While: most of the matter in this 
book was secured from reference 
to Mr. Voorhees’ scrapbooks, there 
were some other sources of infor- 
mation and others to whom I am 
indebted. ““The History of Morris 
County”, published in 1882, fur- 
nished the material for the chap- 
ter entitled, ‘‘“Early History.’’ The 
chapters from 1918 on were writ- 
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ten after a search through the 
files of The Daily Record, aided bx 
the fire record book kept by the 
Independent Hose Company. The 
illustiations, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, were furnished by Curtis, 
photographer. The copy of the 


first Fire Alarm Card was loaned 


by Ex-Chief John A. Macintyre. 
“The Introduction’’ is exactly as 
it appeared in The Daily Record 
on July 29, 1926, and marked the 
beginning of publication of the 
neriag. Jue) ei , 
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“List of Fires,’’ in three vol- 
umeg is the title of an unpublish- 
ed collection of data relative to 
fires which have occurred in Mor- 
ristown from 1826 to 1918. The 
author of this important work or 
rather the collector of the data 
contained therein is James R. 
Voorhees, a member of the Inde- 
pendent Hose Company. 

“Uncle Jim,’”’ as he is known to 
his fellow members, completed 
fifty years of active service as a 
volunteer fireman on April 7, 
1921. During the half century 
Mr. Voorhees served in about ev- 
ery capacity and held every office 
in Independent Hose Co. No. 1. 
his longest service being as Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. In this last 


position “Uncle Jim’’ has served 
for 35 years and is still at it. 
While not actively working at ail 
fires nowadays he was conspicu- 
ously at work helping lay hose 
on Spring street at the blaze last 
Tuesday afternoon in which the 
old Jacqui mill was finally burn- 
ed down and the roofs of seven 
other houses were ablaze. 


While serving the town as ga 
volunteer fireman ‘Uncle Jim’ 
has witnessed the changes in ap- 
paratus from the jumper and drag 
rope era down to the present day 
auto pumping engine. The data 
in reference to the Morristown 
fire department which he hag la- 
boriously gathered together thru 
all the fifty and more years is 
therefore most valuable for the 
town archives and possesses some 
remarkable stories and descrip- 
tions of the fires of the past, few 
of which will be recalled by the 
present generation, but all of 
which make fascinating reading 
and recollections for some of us 
at least. 


In the columns of The Record 
for some time will appear inter- 
esting items taken from Mr. Voor- 
hees’ ‘‘List of Fires’’ and they 
will, it seems certain, be of great 
interest not only to the volunteer 
firemen of the present day but 
to all of those who were ever in 
any way connected with the his- 
tory of the town. 


'The first of the series will ap- 
pear in tomorrow’s issue, under 
the caption, “Fires of the Past in 
Morristown’’. 





“ 
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1826-1861 


THURSDAY, December 28, 1826. 

“Fire!—On Monday evening 
last, a barn, the property of Vin- 
cent Boisaubin, Esq., in the oceu- 
pancy of Messrs. Jones and Conk- 
ling, in this town, was entirely 
consumed with its contents. It 
is supposed to have been the work 
of an incendiary. The present 
Situation of the town, is truly 
a hazardous one in case of fires; 
without fire hooks, ladders or en- 
gines, but little can be done to 
arrest the destructive element, 
after it has once obtained an as- 
cendency. Measures ought cer- 
tainly be adopted, without delay, 
for some security in future.” 

Hvidently the town was not as 
well protected in those days as 
it is now, just one hundred years 
later. : 

In reading the above it is in- 
teresting to note the editorial 
comment that slipped in with the 
day’s news and the brevity of 
style with frequently omitted 
articles which would today be 
deemed essential for easy readc- 
ing. 

The next clipping is of the year 
1828. On September 28th of that 
year the barn of Lewis Freeman, 
with its contents of hay, was con- 
sumed. Like the former fire it 
was believed to be the work of 
an incendiary and only for rain 
was the town saved from ‘“‘de- 
Structive ravages’’. 

In a communication after this 
fire ‘“‘A citizen of Morris” cited 
the necessity of providing the 
town with a fire engine as most 
of the buildings were of wood. 
Evidently economy was practised 
then for the communicant as an 
argument cited ‘the fact that the 
price of engines “are much re- 
duced’’. 


A month later another serious 
fire occurred when the saw-mills 
of William J. Lewis, near town, 
took fire by accident. The rocf 
and the upper part were destroy- 
ed but the lower part was saved. 
Just how this was done, without 
an engine, the writer failed to 
state. 

1858—Fires were not always 
as numerous as they have been 
this year with almost 150 alarms 
already sounded and the year but 
half over. In 1858 there was but 
one fire. That was in the Poco- 
hontas Paper Mill on October 9. 
The fire was extinguished before 
much damage was done. 


1859—The following year also 
witnessed only one fire that oc- 
curring on December 18 in the 
store of David W. Grater. It 
was put out by the owner, wsing 
bags to smother the fire which 
was in progress in the cellar. 

1860—In this year there were 
three fires. On April 6th an un- 
eccupied room on the first floor 
of the Morris Academy, was found 
on fire in the morning, but it was 
soon put out. The Morris Acad- 
emy, it will be remembered, only 
went out of existence some ten 
years ago. 


On July 3lst the roof of the 
carriage factory of Ezekiel Day 
was ablaze and on August 10th, 
a pile of wood was on fire near 
the depot, the bell there being 
rung and a large crowd gathering, 
being egged on by the early com- 
ers who kept the bell ringing 
“just for the fun of the thing.”’ 

1861—The only fire that year 
was a barn in the rear of the 
residence of Jacob M. King. This 
burned a few minutes after a 
meeting in Washington Hall had 
adjourned. 
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1850—About noon on July 11th 
a fire broke out in the garret of 
a two-story dwelling opposite the 
Episcopal parsonage on South 
street, owned by the heirs of the 
late Calvin Robertson. “The 
alarm was immediately sounded 
and our vigorous Fire Department 
were soon on the spot, but the 
hose being rotten and not suffi- 
cient in length at that time, the 
engines could not work with ad- 
vantage. We doubt not that our 
citizens are now Satisfied that our 
Fire Department ought to be put 
in a better condition than it now 


is and therefore pay the trifling 
tax imposed for that purpose 
without grumbling.’”’ This was 
the only fire of the year. 


1856—There was a fire this 
year in the building on the cor- 
ner of Court and Washington 
streets. In it were stored the 
books of the Morris Institute, 
which succeeded the Appren- 
tices’ Library Association in 1854 
but lasted for only a few months. 
About half of the books were de- 
stroyed by the fire the rest being 
stored in a safer place where they 
remained until they were claim- 
ed for the ‘‘New Library.” 
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1862-1866 


By the year 1862 Morristown 
had a fire engine and it was do- 
ing good work, though of course 
it was of the pull rope variety. 

On Sunday morning, August 
i7th, fire was discovered in the 
frame building on the west side 
of South street, nearly opposite 
Elm. The building was owned by 
T. T. Wood and occupied by three 
families. The fire engines (evi- 
dently there were two) soon ar- 
rived but the structure was dry 
and all efforts to check the fire 
were futile. The principal loss 
“was suffered by the tenants in 
furniture, the building being 
insured for $1,000’. The cost cf 
a building housing three families 
would be several times that to- 
day. 

On September 18th of the same 
year fire broke out in the cellar 
of the building occupied by A. C. 
Brown as a drug store on the 
South side of the Green at 2 
o’clock in the morning. Engines 
2 and 3 responded and did good 
work in keeping the blaze away 
from the greater portion of the 
drugs and chemicals although 
handicapped by the dense smoke. 

On December 4th quite a seri- 
ous fire occurred and quite a fur- 
ore was stirred up by an alleged 
inadequacy of fire fighting ma- 
chinery. 'The blaze was in a barn 
owned by William K. King in the 
rear of George Green’s Saddle ana 
Harness Shop. The close proxi- 
mity of the barn to the buildings 
fronting on Washington street 
for a time rendered it probah'te 
that the whole block would be 
consumed. The supply of water 
was abundant the newsaper ac- 
count says, the firemen worked 
“with energy and efficiency” but 
“the total inadequacy of the ma- 


chines for extinguishing fires was 
apparent to everybody’. Want cf 
hose and the imperfection of the 
little on hand were given as an 
explanation of the charges. 

Shortly thereafter R. K. Tuttle 
replied for the firemen. He stated 
that “our engineer, Mr. Sayre, be- 
ing out of town, the poor hose 
was taken instead of the good, 
and it bursted. Notwithstanding 
these disadvantages and our long 
experienced Engineer’ the fire 
was put out and the Northeast 
side of Washington street saved. 

Another fire on December 16th 
when a stable on the premises of 
Samuel Jones near Court street 
was burned led to further editor- 
ia] comment on the needs of bet- 
ter machinery. “The stable was 
burnt and tumbled down  be- 
fore the solitary efficient engine 
reached the fire,’’ reads the ac- 
count and ‘‘when all of its aprli- 
ances and power were brought 
into action the stream of water 
just fell short of the burnt dis- 
trict.) 

Evidently during the Civil War 
the townspeople paid little atten- 
tion to the fire apparatus for the 
complaints in the papers contin- 
ued to censure the poor equip- 
ment throughout the next three 
years. 

In 1863, on December 1, fire 
was discovered breaking out of 
the roof of the Mansion House. 
Engine No. 2 responded and the 
fire was soon put out. The water 
damaged the furniture consider- 
ably for the chief loss. 

1864—-On November 25th the 
store house of Briant and Atno 
near the Morris & Essex R. R. 
depot with the brick dwelling 
house adjoining were destroyed 
by fire. The house was occupied 
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by the families of Henry Cook 
and George Ruth. Thomas Quail 
lived in a portion of the store 
house which had been finished off 
for a dwelling. Most of the fur- 
niture was saved but valuable 
bark was burned and the total 
loss was put at $2500. 

In a letter Spectator writes 
that the first engine brought to 
the fire was out of order and No. 
38 arriving soon after was not in 
much better condition. Since the 
fire occurred ‘“‘some efforts has 
been made to reorganize the fire 
department and have at least one 
company formed and sustained.” 
Spectator suggested that a com- 
pany of sixty men could easily 
be raised and if the businessmen 
“‘will allow their clerks a Satur- 
day afternoon every six or eight 
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weeks to parade, to keep up the 
esprit du corps and prevent the 
hose from cracking by being wet 
occasionally we can then feel 
some security against the peril 
of fire which may come upon us 
any night.’’ 

On December 10th a newspaper 
clipping states that ‘‘our fire de- 
partment, too, is just about worth- 
less. The engines are out of re- 
pair; the hose rotten and leaky; 
and we believe there is not an 
organized company in town.’’ 

1865—-There were two fires 
that year. On August 29th the 
Hay Press Buildings near the 
depot were burned with $2,000 
loss and on November 13th, the 
ceiling of S. S. Atno’s Leather 
Store on South street, was afire 
being put out with pails of water. 
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BARN ORES TORY. 


Before starting to record the 
fires which have occurred since 
the organization of the present 
Fire Department in 1867, it will 
perhaps be well to make a brief 
resume of the earlier history of 
the fire department in Morris- 
town. 

The first fire association in 
Morristown was organized July 
26th, 1797. Its officers were: 
Samuel Tuthill, moderator; Jos- 
eph Lewis, clerk; Alexander Car- 
michael, Caleb Russell, Colonel 
Benoni Hathaway, Moses Bstey, 
Captain David Ford and _ Dr. 
William Campfield, executive 
committee. How efficient this 
association proved to be and how 
long it continued are subjects on 
which information is sparse. 

The next available record of a 
fire company is found in the 
“Palladium of Liberty,’ August 
16th, 1815, in the following no- 
tice: “‘The Morris Fire Company 
will please recollect that their 
annual meeting is the first Mon- 
day in September; they will 
please to meet at N. Bull’s (tav- 
ern) in the afternoon at 6 o’clocx. 
It is hoped that there will be a 
general attendance of the inhabi- 
tants of the town, and that the 
committee appointed to procure 
ladders, hooks, etc., etc., will be 
able to make a full report.’’ At 
this meeting the following officers 
were elected: President, Israel 
Canfield; treasurer, Henry P. 
Russell; secretary, William 
Beach; directors, Daniel Phoenix, 
William Dixon, Charles  Car- 
michael, David Mills, Andrew 
Meeker, Benjamin Lindsley, Wii- 
liam Campfield, Mahlon Ford and 
James Willis. 


That this was a different com- 
pany from the one organized in 
1797 is apparent from an edi- 
torial in the same paper a year 
or so before, urging upon the 
citizens the necessity of forming 
such a company, that the town 


might have some protection 


against fires. 
This second company was short- 


lived, as appears from an edi- 
torial in the Palladium April 
17th, 1817. After speaking of a 
fire in town, it says: “‘We hope 
measures will speedily be taken 
to reorganize the some-time-since 
defunct fire company.”’ This 
kindly advice was heeded. In 
December of the same year Lewis 
Mills, Charles Carmichael and 
William Dixon, committee, called 
a meeting for the purpose of 
organizing and electing officers 
for the Morristown Fire Associa- 
tion. The later history of: this 
association is not obtainable. 


Another company was organ- 
ized in 18386, and purchased a 
hand engine for $250. <A year 
later a second company was 
formed, and a second hand engine 
was bought. This same year 
(February 27th, 1837) an act 
was passed incorporating the Mor- 
ristown Fire Association, which 
immediately took charge of the 
avparatus of the two companies. 
This association had power to 
raise, by taxation, a small sum 
of money annually to meet its 
expenses. It continued in exist- 
ence until the present Morristown 
Fire Department was organized 
under a provision of the charter 
in 1867. 
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The association raised money 
for its needs by assessments on 
each of the buildings within the 
town limits. With the money the 
two engine companies were equip- 
ped and seven cisterns placed on 
the corners of important streets. 

Engine Company No. 3 was or- 


10 
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ganized in 1848 but was disband- 
ed in 1855. 

The first Hook and Ladder 
Company was formed in 1859 but 
this organization was weak, as the 
equipment of the machine consist- 
ed only of five ladders and two 
fire hooks. 
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Really accurate fire records 
were secured by Mr. Voorhees 
from 1867 on and it is possible 
for us to tell just how many fires 
there were each year from that 
time to the present. 

In the fifty years from 1867 to 
1926 inclusive there were 1,291 
fires according to ‘“‘Uncle Jim’s”’ 


year being in the first and the 
most in 1910 when there were 80 
calls. The number by years is 
given beiow. 

It will be noticed that from 
1891 to 1902, the number fluct- 
uated from 14 to 33, but in the 
next similar period there was a 
big increase with 35 the lowest 


data book. The fewest in any number and 80 the largest. 
NO. NO. 
YEAR FIRES YEAR FIRES 
TS Or itis crank 2 ESOS einer 19 
PSG Bon Qiade wie 4 ERO Butera 18 
OS OO rarer: 19 OA ier a. 20 
Bd Oearasv ert ove 8 SOD Ley sens 24 
DS Tlie as 10 PS OG a 14 
BRAS ia 2 US Osan vers 20 
DST oc alenel c's 15 TSO Beaters 33 
Uy re Ce 8 a AS BS Hela EN 19 
LS Ota heirs 15 TSO OG ete 21 
LSC Git tete 6 gS UV As area 19 
TS Siae eters 7 BOOS Wray 41 
Mod (idk He ote hs 5 POO A oie tors 35 
ESS ONvew ta cas 11 ESO Bioctahcs 48 
LS She 11 POO Geeta 37 
LSS anes 9 LO Mert sheik & 55 
DSS Siegen ts 12 TU Us ware 47 
ES SA wae coley 6 OS RUBS ete 53 
TS SGuee 6 12 EOE Oe retry: 80 
LOD element 12 dB LN Ere 67 
gr COR ae Bs 6 iO Diets age eden 69 
TSS Beane 8 FAL 1 Mao a a 60 
ESS ey neces 14 OLAV ae, 72 
PS OO ie toni 6 LOTS aetittls 69 
ESOL chee 24 LOL i 2 


TOTAL—1291 
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THE FIRST FIRE ENGINE 
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1867-1868 


The outstanding event to record 
for the year 1867 was that it 
marked the organizing in Aug- 
ust of the present excellent Fire 
Department. } 

It was in that year ‘that the 
Town of Morristown was incor- 
porated and the Fire Department 


necessarily. reorganized. As the 
First Chief Engineer Colonel 
Richard M. Stites was named at 


a salary of $10 a month, and he 
served until 1875 and again from 
1876 to 1877. Hillis T. Arm- 
strong was the first Assistant 
Engineer. 

The Independent Hose Company 
was the first to organize under 
the new order. Its initial meet- 
ing was held on August 6th, and 
on the 13th it was accepted by 
the Common Council, with R. M. 
Stites, as Chairman and E. Bent- 
ley, Secretary. Later George H. 
Doran was named foreman, M. F. 
Bayles, assistant; E. Bentley, 
clerk; George C. Marsh, treasurer 
and J. Frank Johnson, stewart. 

The company ‘“‘at once proceed- 
ed to thoroughly uniform its 
members and obtained in New 
York a fine four-wheeled hose 
carriage for which the city paid 
$3.50. This they greatly improv- 
ed by enlarging the reel, putting 
on three handsome silverplated 
bells, four fine lamps, and several 
other additions.’’ The old house 
of Engine No. 2 on Court street, 
where the Surrogate’s Office now 
stands, was used temporarily, it 
not being until 1870 that the 
Council purchased a lot on Mar- 
ket street upon which a brick 
firehouse was erected by Pruden 
Bros., masons, and Greenwood & 
Hays, carpenters. 

The Board of Fire Wardens 
was also organized on August 
13th with William Y. Sayre as its 


13 


first Foreman. ‘It has no ap- 
paratus but, is appointed for’ the 
purpose of securing compliance 
with the fire ordinances and regu- 
lations of the Council, inspecting 
or prohibiting the storage of 
combustible materials, protecting 
the apparatus of the department 
whem in use and acting as police 
at times of fires.’’ 

Although there are only two 
fires listed for the year there were 
really three as two occurred at 
the same time. ; 

The double fire was on De- 
cember 14th when the firemen 
were called to put out a fire in 
a barn of Louis Tamper, on Wash- 
ington street, and at the same 


time a lamp exploded in! the sta- 


bles of Augustus Launstein, set- 
ting fire to a carriage. Both fires 
were put out by firemen, but no 
machines were brought. 

- The other fire of the’ year was 
Novemoper 23rd when railroad ties 
and weeds caught fire from a 
“coal burning locomotive.’’ 

There were tour fires in 1868, 
but only one is worthy of com- 
ment. That occurred on April 
15th when shortly before 11 
o’clock, the barn of Edward Pier- 
son was discovered to be on fire 
and before assistance could be 
rendered was totally consumed 
with a loss of $1,000. 

The account says:‘‘There is no 
room for doubt that this fire was 
the result not of accident, but of 
design. And it is the melancholy 
fact that we have in this town 
a set of loafers who seem to be 
utterly lawless and whose incen- 
diary operations continued thru 
several years have hitherto 
defied detection.”’ Mr. Pierson 
offered a reward of $200 to find 
the person or persons guilty of 
arson, but no arrests were made. 
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The year 1869 was the first in 
which there were many serious 
fires, no less than seven being 
of that description. Most of them 
were incendiary in nature and 
following the last one of the year, 
five boys and a young man were 
arrested on suspicion of knowing 
something about the numerous 
fires. Three were examined and 
at once discharged, but the Jus- 
tice remarked that the arrest was 
a good thing for them as they 
“were now above suspicion.’’ 


On January 6th a fire broke 
out in the billiard room of Daniel 
H. Breese, on the third floor of 
the Bates Building on Washing- 
ton street. The loss was $800. 

The outbuildings consisting of 
a barn, carriage house and ice 
house, upon the premises of John 
Sneed, about a mile from town 
were destroyed on April 18th, 
from a fire started in the dry 
grass by thoughtless boys. The 
loss was put at $38,500, many 
valuable fruit trees being ruined 
as weil as the buildings. 


“The need of a Hook and Lad- 
der Truck to the successful work 
of our firemen was made so mani- 
fest on the occasion of this fire, 
that the Common Council, at its 
meeting Tuesday night, passed a 
resolution instructing the Board 
of Engineers, together with the 
Committee on Fire Department, 
to purchase a truck with all the 
necessary appurtenances as soon 
as possible.” 


On June 14th the Resolute 
Hook & Ladder Company was 
accordingly organized with Wil- 
liam A. Halsted as first foreman. 
On August 10th the Niagara En- 
gine Company No. 1 was also 
organized with George W. Croc- 
ker as first foreman. 


On May 8th the’barn of Fran- 
cis Childs on Denmark street, was 
burned at a loss of $1,000, no 
water being available. 

On September 12th the barn 


on the estate of William N. Wood, 
deceased, was burned by incen- 
diaries with a loss of $3,000. The 
Common Council offered a reward 
of $300 for detection of the in- 
cendiaries and Samuel S. Halsey, 
as trustee for Mr. Wood offered 
an additionait $200. 

The firemen were called to the 
country residence of J. T. Foote, 
formerly the Whitney property, 
on New Vernon avenue on Octo- 
ber 28th for a serious blaze. The 
local firemen did good work and 
saved the house. The loss was 
quite heavy, being $4,500. 


One danger of fires,, which has 
been removed, by the use of elec- 
tricity, caused a fire in the show- 
window of Mrs. Edwards’ Millin- 
ery Store next to the National 
Iron Bank. In lighting up the 
window a jet of flame from the 
gas burner set fire to the ma- 
terials. 


One cow was burned in a barn 
fire on November 17th set by in- 
cendiaries. The owner was John 
J. Mills. Four days later an- 
other fire of similar nature burn- 
ed the barn on the premises of 
the late Alfred Vail on South 
street. Two horses and contents 
of the barn were lost. Six days 
later still another incendiary 
blaze destroyed the barn of Mrs. 
Mary E. Johnson, used as a Car- 
penter’s shop by M. F. Quimby 
on Western avenue. Others to 
lose by this fire were Charles W. 
Tunis, Eben N. Pierson, Eugene 
Loper, William Y. Sayre and 
King & Johnson. 
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It was in this year that the — 


Common Council passed cn with $75 and Richard M. 
March 9th ‘‘an act to incorporate as first president. paces 
the trustees of the Morristown There was also ‘a chang: ot 
Fire Department Charitable Re- year in Assistant Engineer, Ww. 
lief Fund for the relief of indi- Voorhees being named to. t 


gent and disabled firemen and fice, which he held until 
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The incendiarism which charac- 
terized the fires of the previous 
year was continued in 1870 and 
the account of a fire on February 


26th is headed, ‘‘At it Again.’’ 
The fire was in the second story 
of the carpenter shop on Morris 
street, near Spring street, in the 
building belonging to N. B. Bri- 
ant. The loss was $1,300. The 
firemen could not get the large 
stone cover of the public cistern 
removed soon enough to do much 
good, it being frozen fast. This 
was the first run the firemen made 
out of the new firehouse on Mar- 
ket street. 


A few nights before an attempt 
was made to set fire to the large 
workshop of L. D. Bunn but, it 
was found out in time. Mr. Bunn, 
“requests us to state that if 
spring guns and other inventions 
to nip villiany in its atrocious 
career will have any effect to se- 
cure his premises from further 
acts of incendiarism, he is pre- 
pared to take the life of any dia- 
bolical wretch who dares here- 
after to prowl about his prem- 
ises.”’ 
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On April 20th and again on 
June 18th incendiaries burned 
down barns. The first one was 
that of Thomas McCarroll on 
Bridge street (now Speedwell 
avenue) and the other that of 
Messrs. Cobb and Howell. 

“It is impossible to guess where 
this thing is to end,’’ says the 
clipping. ‘“‘Some 10 to 15 barns 
have been destroyed by incendi- 
aries within the year past and 
though rewards have been offer- 
ed, and some fitful attempts made 
to ferret out the miscreants, noth- 
ing in that direction has been ac- 
complished, and our authorities 
and people seem complacently to 
have settled down in the convie- 
tion that they are powerless to 
stop it, and every building of 
that character that stands remote 
from others, must sooner or later 
fall a prey toa their devouring ele. 
ment through their means.’’ 

Other fires of the year occur- 
red at the depot, when some 
casks caught fire; at the Academy, 
where some weather boards were 
ablaze; and some _ outhouses 
which burned in the rear of the 
First Presbyterian Church. 





Poke oe Otrer titer eo NY ON OOR RLS TO WIN 








tceyan 


The year of 1871 saw more de- 
structive fires than occurred in 
a good many former ones put 
together. The first big blaze was 
on the 26th of January, when 
fire burned the C. M. Muir gro- 
cery store on Market street and 
spread to the corner store occu- 
pied by F. Rodler. 

The engine was kept constant- 
ly in operation from 3 to 8 in 
the morning. The building was 
of brick so only the interior was 
destroyed. Adjoining places suf- 
fered from water damage, among 
those affected being the stores of 
John R. Runyon and Joseph York. 

Praise is paid to all members 
of the fire department and then 
the clipping runs: ‘‘We should 
fail to do an act of simple justice 
it we omitted to mention the ad- 
mirable tact and management of 
Assistant Engineer Voorhees up- 
on whom in the absence oi Chief 
Engineer Stites, the responsibility 
of directing fell. But for his cool- 
ness, energy and sagacity second- 
ed aS they were by the entire de- 
partment, the conflagration must 
have beer far more extensive.’’ 


On March 2nd at 2:30 in the 
morning a still worse fire broke 
out in the second story of the 
store of Samuel Sam on the north 
side of the Public Square. The 
occupants were: John Johnson 
(Jewelry), Samuel Jones (Gro- 
ceries and Liquors), Hayward G. 
Emmell (Books and Stationery), 
Amady B. Briant (Fruit and Con- 
fectionery), and the Post Office. 
All letters and property of the 
jiatter were saved, the biggest loss 
$30,000 being suffered by Mr. 
Jones. Adjoining frame _ build- 
ings occupied by P. H. Hoffman 
and King & Hoffman were saved 
by the firemen. 

On March 16th the _ factory 
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building of Greenwood & Hays 
just in the rear of their residence 
on Frankiin street, was burned 
down with a loss of $25,000. This 
fire was an incendiary one and 
the account says: “it is evident 
that ALL the incendiaries with 
which Morristown is infested are 
not yet in State Prison.”’ 

“The Fire Fiend is still in- 
satiable,’’ says the account of a 
fire on June 15th. That one ruin- 
ed the market of R. M. Guerin, 
on Market street, and also a mar- 
ket of G. W. Greenmeyer, beer 
and billiard saloon of John R. 
Piper, and butcher shop of Ar- 
nold Brothers. 

Two or three ‘‘colored scamps’’ 
set fire to the school room of the 
African Church on June. 23rd, 
but it was soon put out. This 
was the third time the church was 
on fire. The boys did not want 
to go to school and the news- 
paper says: ‘‘we don’t see that 
colored boys are much _ better 
than white ones after all the fuss 
about the improvement of the. 
white race by an infusion of 
negro blood.”’ 


On July ist flames were dis- 
covered issuing from the barn 
belonging to C. H. Mulford in the 
rear of McKay’s livery stables on 
Market street. The building was 
burned and also an adjoining one 
occupied by Cooper & Troxell and 
the Delaware Lackawanna & 
Western Express. 

The final fire of the year was 
on July 17th when a blaze was 
discovered in the barn occupied 
as a stable by Messrs. Green and 
McCullum near the Mansion 
House Stables. Water put the 
fire out the article states, closing 
with the question: ‘‘When shall 
we have an end of such a state 
of affairs?’ 
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Morristown had no _- serious 
fires in 1872. Some timber and 
fencing was burned on May 9th, 
the property of J. Absalom, I. 
Searing, C. H. Mulford and W. C. 
Caskey. Men were sent from 
town and checked the blaze be- 
fore it reached the powder house 
of Voorhees Brothers where there 
was one hundred kegs of powder. 
Had the fire reached there the 
town might have felt an explo- 
sion somewhat similar to the re- 
cent Lake Denmark disaster. 

The usual barn fire occurred 
on April 21st when one went up 
on the rear of the property own- 
ed by Dr. J. Smith Dodge. It 
was one of the neatest structures 
of its kind in the vicinity but it 
was ruined due to lack of avail- 
able water. The loss was placed 
at $1,500. 

N. B. Briant had a lucky es- 
cape from death by the explosion 
of a kerosene lamp which caused 
a fire over Mulford & Company’s 
store on July 16th. The account 
says: ‘“‘A. C. Powelson, Bridge 
street, in this city, has a lamp 
that cannot explode and advises 


everybody to buy one immedi- 
ately and Save their life and prop- 
erty.’”’ This kind of advertising 
would probably be quite popular 
now were it permissable. 

The big fire of the year oc-. 
curred in Madison on November 
Sth, and the local firemen went 
to the aid of the neighboring vil- 


lage. The fire originated in the 
stable of James Bryce, a New 
York cotton merchant, on East 


Madison road at half-past six. 
The flames spread to the; barn 
and then sparks carried the fire 
to the property of William Bryce, 
called “‘The Locust.’? Within fif- 
teen minutes three barns and an 
outbuilding filled with hay and 
grain were totally destroyed. 

Madison at that time had no 
fire apparatus and the work of 
subduing the flames was done by 
means of buckets. The losses 
were great because of the de- 
struction of valuable’ racing 
horses and other live stock. 

On May ist of this year the 
Washington Engine Company No. 
2 was re-organized with John W. 
Hays as first foreman. 
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Several unusual incidents fea- 
tured the fires of 1873, including 
inability to get the word about 
that there was a blaze on several 
occasions. 

At half-past one o’clock on 
March 7th ‘‘an alarm ‘of fire 
rang through our streets, and the 
church bells’: summoned the citi- 
zens. All persons turned at once 
to Mendham Turnpike, at the 
connection of which with Mills 
street the old tanyard buildings 
were found to be in flames. In- 
dependent Hose Company No. 1 
was first at the fire, being fol- 
lowed by Engine No. 1, the Hook 
and Ladder Company and Engine 
NO.) ec)! 

There were several buildings 
in the group, and all were burned. 
The main one was occupied by 
William O. Force as a carpenter 
shop, and had in it most of the 
material for the new house James 
- Gallagher was erecting. 

Quite a lot of excitement was 
caused by a fire which, on June 
4ih, burned the barn on the Cobb 
homestead. The building was 
only just completed, the painters 
having worked on it only two 
days before. The barn had just 
been insured the day before, and 
the fire was believed the work 
of incendiaries. 

An unusual feature was that 
while burning few knew about it. 
No alarm was sounded, and not 2 
Single fireman, went to the fire. 
The flame was so bright, though, 
that “the watchman at the depot 
says it made everything as light 
as day about the depot. Some 
few found it out, but awaited the 
bell ringer to notify them. He 
finally appeared and stated that 
the fire was far beyond the city 
limits and that he didn’t think it 
necessary to ring the bell.”’ 
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The building, though, was with- 
in the city limits, and within a 
mile of the Green. ‘‘We cannot 
blame the department in this 
case, but there are two public offi- 
cers. whose conduct should meet 
with close examination before 
they can be permitted to retain 
the confidence of the public.” 

The newspaper’s fight was car- 
ried along with the occurrence of 
another *incendiary fire on Juna 
14th, when fire was found in the 
prick building known as_ the 
Whitehead House, which was 
moved from its position on Wash- 
ington street by J. L. Stout fur- 
ther back toward Canfield street. 
The observer, EH. D. Allen, gave 
the alarm to the marshal, who 
started on a trip after the bell- 
ringer. According to the account 
it “‘was over 25 minutes after 
being told by the marshal before 
the bell-ringer thought it worth 
while to ring an alarm, he giving 
it as an excuse that he could not 
see the flames.’’ 

The old wheel tire on the truck 
house did its best to call for help, 
but was not heard to advantage. 
The firemen did good work, 
though, when they actualy ar- 
rived, and the blaze was finally 
put out with the walls standing. 
Rewards for conviction of those 
setting the fire were offered the 
next day, and the paper states: 
“Tf money will buy the guilty se- 
cret, surely if ought to be pur- 
chased by this bribe.’’ 

Wads from pistols or fire- 
crackers caused a fire on July 3rd 
in the rear of King & Johnson’s 
store. Much goods were destroy- 
ed but the fire was soon checked. 

On July 14th the barn of Theo- 
dore Youngs was destroyed and 
on July 22nd the firemen were 
called to the threatened pointt 
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near the ‘“Folly,’’ the scene of 
scores) of fires while it was stand- 
ing. The fire broke out on the 
first floor of the house adjoining 
McKee’s stables. This fire got 
into court as it was evidently 
caused by trouble between two 
colored families which occupied 
the building. 

The firemen were called out on 
September 11th when the “old 
tire struck the first note, the 
First Presbyterian bell followed 
and the Court House bell mingled 
its sweetest strains with the gen- 
eral noise.’’ After the firemen 
had turned out the fire was found 
to be in Plainfield! 

An amusing article appeared 
on November 7th in which con- 
tradiction was taken to a previ- 
ous story. It was of humorous 
description and was to the effect 
that a certain fireman had guid- 
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ed No. 2 Engine, the steamer, 
down Morris street hill all) alone 
at the alarm of fire on election 
night. ‘“‘The alarm was caused 
by the Republicans,”’ said the pa- 
per, evidently Democratic, ‘‘who 
started a bonfire, but finding 
themselves so completely whipped 
got the engines out to suppress 
sya 

The last fire of the year de- 
stroyed a barn im Speedwell ave- 
nue, opposite Harly street, pur- 
chased a few days previously by 
D. S. McKee from Henry Sire. In 
trying to rescue a horse belong- 
ing to Samuel Sam, William 
Wright, Jr., burned his face quite 
severely. 

A second assistant Engineer 
was named for the first time this 
year, he being Charles McCullom. 
Alfred Cranston was made first 
assistant. 
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The following article appeared 
in an issue of 1874: 
“INDHPENDENT HOSE 


COMPANY 
“This favorite company has 
now been in existence nearly 


seven years, having been organ- 
ized August 13th, 1867, and on 
the coming August 13th, there- 
fore, such charter members as 
now remain in it will be entitled 
to their exempt firemen’s certifi- 
eate, and will be the first Morris- 
town firemen that have earned 
such since the organization of the 
present Fire. Department. The 
company has lost but two of its 
charter members by death, and 
has only had occasion to dispense 
with the services of two of its 
later members for neglect of duty. 
The company has just purchased 
a handsome Bible, to be kept in 
its parlors, and also a large pho- 
tograph album, in which have 
been placed the likenesses of each 
and every member of the com- 
pany, thus making a valuable and 
interesting memento.”’ 

Fire broke out in the rear of 
Washington Hall on the morning 
of the Fourth in a wooden build- 
ing owned by W. F. Day, and 
used as a packing room for Mr. 
Day’s wholesale confectionery 
business. The bells were ringing 
for the Fourth at the time of the 
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alarm, and although this 
confusing, it was not fatal. 

Chicago once burned because 
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over 
her lamp. A cat did likewise in 
Morristown on August 31st over 
Becker’s drug store, but the town, 
fortunately, did not burn down. 

Shingles on the back roof of the 
United States Hotel burned on 
October Ist, and among. those 
prominent in dashing over the 
roof to put it out were: Officer 
Dempsey, I. G. Arnold, Assistant 
Foreman of the Fire Wardens, 
and Charles L. Gray, of Indepen- 
dent Hose Company. Five hun- 
dred feet of hose were laid, and 
the water came out in but a fee- 
ble stream, but it was sufficient te 
quench the flames. 

A serious fire broke out at halt- 
past one o’clock in the morning 
of December 11th, in the home 
of EK. M. Egbert, on Morris street. 
It took half an hour for the fire- 
men to arrive and get water 
on it. Snow, which fell previous 
to the fire, also made the hand- 
ling of hose difficult. There was 
a defect in the fire plug nearest 
the blaze, and hose had to be re- 
moved to another plug. Despite 
all these handicaps the fire was 
finally put out, with only the 
upper part of the house badly 
burned. 


Was 
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The first fire alarm box, al- 


though not of the modern variety, 


was arranged for in 1875. The 
Fire Department Committee made 
arrangement with the First 


Church so that ‘‘a rope has been 


attached to the bell and carried 
down into the outer hall of the 
church, where the end is kept 
coiled in a locked-up box. To 
this box each policeman will have 
a key, and on a cry of fire the box 
can be quickly opened and the 
bell rung.’’ The article went on 
to say, “Other keys should be ju- 
diciously distributed, for we take 
it that even a policeman is some- 
times hard to be found.” 

A collision of apparatus going 
to a fire occurred on September 
380th, when the carriages of the 


Independent Hose Company and 


Hook and Ladder came together. 
Neither was seriously damaged, 
and both proceeded to the fire. 
The blaze was in Collinsville, in 
the store of John Y. Bonnell, 
which was completely destroyed. 

On October 28th the firemen 
went to Madison, being  tele- 
graphed for. Quite a time was 
had in securing horses, and mis- 
haps were experienced enroute, 
but the three pieces of apparatus 


all finally reached the blaze, 
which was in Van Wagoner’s 
drug store. Heroic work kept 


the fire from spreading to Har- 
man’s confectionery store, but a 
few feet distant, the two build- 
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ings being of brick and not touch- 
ing one another. 

Fire caused by a defective flue 
called the firemen to the resi- 
dence of George Green, on High 
street, and to the marble work- 
shop of Frank Schureman for a 
small blaze before the year 
ended. 


The Exempt Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation was incorporated on Feb- 
ruary 5th of this year. Its ob- 
ject is ‘‘to provide means for the 
relief of distressed, sick or dis- 
abled members thereof, and their 
immediate families, and in case 
of fire to render such assistance 
as the officers of the association 
may deem proper to direct, by the 
advice and consent of the consti- 
tuted authorities of this town.’’ 

The incorporators were: Wii- 
liam Y. Sayre, Isaac G. Arnold, 
Richard M. Stites, Charles Mc- 
Cullum, William H. Voorhees, 
Sidney W. Stalter, Samuel K. 
Smack, Isaac Van Fleet, Charles 
H. Green, Hayward G. Emmell, 


Mancius H. C. Jennings and 
Louis H. Atno. There were 80 
members, and Mr. Stites was 


chosen president, Mr. McCullum, 
vice-president; Mr. Green, secre- 
tary, and B. C. Guerin, John That- 
cher and Eugene Troxell, trus- 
tees. 

Charles McCullum was named 
chief engineer that year, being 
the second to serve in that capac- 
ity under the present Fire De- 
partment. 
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The year 1876 was one of the 
quietest in the fire line for some 
time, but was only a lull before 
the storm of the following one, 
as additional chapters will show. 

On January 13th an alarm was 
sounded, but the blaze proved to 
be in Malapardis, so the firemen 


didn’t go. An item says: ‘‘Mor- 
ristown is liberal in her fire 
alarms. A light anywhere within 


ten miles is pretty sure to at- 
tract attention.’”’ Evidently there 
was some improvement over a few 
years previous, when the bell- 
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ringer wouldn’t ring the alarm 
unless he saw the blaze. 

Again on July 26th the firemen 
had a run in vain, they going as 
far as the gas house, where it was 
found the blaze was in the vicinity 
of Parsippany. A brush heap, 
two false alarms and a small fire 
in a hall in which a German so- 
ciety was holding a ball com- 
pleted the year’s meagre record. 

Colonel Stites was again head 
of the fire department for this 
year, after being out of the posi- 
tion for a year. 
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Probably one of the biggest fires 
Morristown had experienced up to 
this time occurred on January 
8th, 1877 with the total destruc- 
tion of the South Street Presby- 
terian Church. 

The fire broke out about 5:25 
in the afternoon, being caus- 
ed, it was believed, by heat and 
sparks passing for some time 
through an opening in the chim- 
ney at the south corner between 
the bricks and the weather boards 
and finally charring the wood and 
setting it afire. 

Being confined between the 
weather boards and plastering it 
was impossible to get effective 
streams on the fire and in the 
space of half an hour the flames 
had traversed the entire length of 
the building northward, between 
the ceiling and the roof, and were 
pouring out in livid masses from 
~the bell-tower, and the interior 
was soon an immense furnace of 
fire. 

“In the broad street in front of 
the burning edifice there appeared 
to have congregated the major 
portion of the male population 
and many ladies came upon the 
scene. All who saw the fire de- 
scribe it as a beautiful sight. The 
flames lit up the streets of the 
whole town. A newspaper could be 
distinctly read on the depot plat- 
form.”’ 

The firemen saved the parson- 
age, the library of the Sunday 
School, which was partly damag- 
ed, the piano and organ and some 
of the seats of the Sunday School. 
The main church organ was of 
course destroyed. The loss was 
put at $75,000 with the explana- 
tion not that that “‘sum will be 
required to erect as good and con- 
venient a church edifice’ bu? 
that ‘‘in erecting another churen 


it will take that much money 
from the congregation to erect a 
building suitable to their needs.’’ 
“They really need a larger build- 


_ing but were not as yet prepared 


to build it, and in these hard 
times a call on the church mem- 
bers will not be pleasant to all 
of them.’’ 


The ruined church was built in 
1841 by Joseph M. Lindsley. Most 
of the timbers were hewed and 
all the frame of hard wood. Since 
then many improvements had 
been made and a new organ pro- 
vided. Insurance carried totaled 
$23,000. The pastor at the time 
of the fire was the Rev. Albert 
Erdman. 


There were few other fires dur- 
ing the year besides the big church 
one. On March 9th the house of 
Bartley Kenny, on Macculoch ave- 
nue, was totally destroyed at a 
loss of $4,000. 


A barn, an ice house, a false 
alarm and finally on October 26th 
a blaze on Market street complet- 
ed the year’s work in town for 
the firemen. In the last fire 
three buildings were damaged—- 
those of James P. Sullivan, Ar- 
nold Brothers and A. B. Taylor. 
Bayles Bros. Harness Shop suf- 
fered the greatest damage, al!- 
though J. P. Sullivan, grocer, also 
lost considerably. The fire was 
put out in less than half an hour 
and.the account states that ‘“‘no 
fire in Morristown has ever been 
better managed.’’ 


The usual run to Madison was 
taken on October 21st. “A man 
rode up in the midst of a driving 
storm, with the news that the vil- 
lage was on fire, and requesting 
aid of our fire department.”’ In 
twenty minutes three apparatus 
got to Madison and did good 
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work in extinguishing a fire of engineers this year, William Y. 

which started in the Y. M. C. A. Sayre being Chief, James Bonsall, 

building. first assistant, and William J. 
There was a complete new set Cooper, second assistant. 


Pare er er AO Te DN MO RR ES T.OW N 





1878 


The feature of the year 1878 
was the arrival of the new 
Independent Hose Carriage which 
was received at_ the depot 
and brought to its quarters in a 
fitting parade. In the evening a 
collation was keld with speeches 
by Rev. Mr. Hirdman, and Gen- 
eral Littlefield, of Florida. J. C. 
Youngblood, also spoke, and said 
he had but one fault to find with 
the company, ‘‘they saved many 
worthless buildings which might 
better have been left to burn.’’ 

The new carriage is described 
as “‘very pretty and also substan- 
tial and is painted vermillion red, 
with green, gold and blue strip- 
ing. There is no iron work about 
it, steel being used in place of it, 
and nickle plated.’’ The appara- 
tus that it replaced was run to 
101 fires, the report states. 

Alderman Drake was chairman 
- of the Fire Committee that year 
as was another Alderman Drake 
not many years ago, the latter 
one being of course Willis C. 
Drake. 

Records available for the year 
disclose the following officers 
elected at the annual meetings: 

Niagara Steamer Co.—Foreman, 
sidney W. Stalter; Assistant, 
Harvey Paul; Secretary, Charles 
Dedlow. 

Independent Hose Co.—Fore- 
man, James R. Voorhees; As- 
sistant, Hugene Carrell: Clerk, 
Harrie T. Hull; Treasurer, J. R. 
Hoffman; Steward, J. B. Stewart. 

Board of Wardens—Foreman, 
James W. Carrel; Assistant, Char- 
les J. Pierson; Secretary, John W. 
Baldwin; Treasurer, L. M. Baird; 
Committee on Finance, T. B. 
Johnson and I. G. Arnold. 

Washington Engine Co.—Fore- 
man, Theodore S. Mulford; As- 
sistant, John Boss; Secretary, 
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John A. Clift; Treasurer, John M. 
Moore. 


The fires of 1878 were num- 
erous but not particularly large 
or the losses exceptionally heavy. 

On February 26th the roof of 
the Marsh and Hoffman building 
occupied by Adams & Fairchild’s 
grocery was found on fire. It 
was soon put out: fortunately so 
the account says as it was old 
and not calculated to resist either 
fire or water. 


The Marsh - Hoffman house 
again caught fire on April 19th. 
Altho the building was ‘an old 
shell” the firemen saved it after 
an hour’s work. The lower part 
of the structure was occupied by 
Adams & Fairchild grocers; 
Frank Crowell, jeweler, and. P. 
H. Hoffman, merchant tailor. The 
upper story was used as a tenant 
house. The clipping says that 
the building was fully insured, 
‘and being an old affair, and a 
constant source of danger to all 
surrounding buildings, its de- 
struction would not have been 
greatly regretted.’’ 


On August 16th there was a 
slight fire in the outhouse of 
Ex-alderman Bentley at the cor- 
ner of Morris and Spring streets. 
On August 21st early in the 
morning the roof of Samuel Luc- 
key’s dwelling, on Washington 
street, was afire. A lounge in 
Miss 'Thomas’ house on Maple 
avenue burned on the 21st of 
October. Some kindling wood 
ablaze in the cellar of Joseph W. 
Thompson’s store called the fire- 
men out on November 12th. 

This concluded the year’s work 
for the firemen, a quite unevent- 
ful one as far as fighting fires 
was concerned. Nor was the en- 
suing year any more exciting for 
the volunteers. 
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The smallest number of alarms 
for several years was sounded in 
1879, there being only five. It is 
doubtful whether the total fire 
loss for the year reached $100. 


The tenement house on Spring 
street, owned by the George T. 
Cobb estate and occupied by 
Robert Wilson, caught fire Feb- 
ruary 2nd. The loss was trifling. 
The firemen were called out on 
March 11th for a barn fire which 
was found to be near Horse Hill 
so the apparatus didn’t go. 

Three other small fires com- 
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pleted the year’s record. On Aug- 
ust 6th a little blaze was put out 
in the home of H. W. Robert in 
the Wiood house on the corner of 
Pine and South streets. On Sep- 
tember 14th a similar fire was 
extinguished in the home of Mrs. 
Saltus on Madison avenue. The 
final blaze was in an outhouse 
in the rear of the Bostwick prem- 
ises on Perry street. 

The same assistant engineers 
as for the year previous carried 
over but there was a new Chief 
during the year in W A. Hal- 
sted. 
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Trips to Basking Ridge and 
Dover helped enliven the year 
1880 which fortunately was a 
quiet one as far as fires in Mor- 
ristown were concerned. 


The fine stables in the rear of 
Mrs. Boyd Headley’s farm house 
about a mile northwest of Mor- 
ristown were burned to the 
ground on February 24th. Six 
horses and many wagons were 
lost. Horses brought all the ap- 
paratus to the scene, although ic 
was outside the town limits, with 
the exception of the hose carriage 
which was pulled by hand. 

A house burned up near the 
entrance of the Catholic Ceme- 
tery on March 3rd being too far 
gone by the time the firemen ar- 
rived on the scene. The journey 
of the apparatus is well describ- 
ed in the account of the fire and 
is typical of the scenes of the 
times as the firemen answered 
the alarms. The description was 
as follows: 

“The First Church bell rang 
out a general alarm, to which the 
Fire Department responded with 


commendable promptness. Inde- 
pendent Hose, with horse, first 
whirled out of Market street 


around the Park and down Mor- 
ris street, soon followed by Wash- 
ington steamer, manned by the 
company until just before reacn- 
ing the depot, the horses caught 
up and were attached. Next in 
order went the Resolute Truck, 
with Alex’s greys, followed by 
Niagara steamer, behind the Uni- 
ted States Hotel stage team.”’ 
The barn of George Green- 
wood just within the city limits 
on Morris avenue burned on 
July 10th the firemen answering 
in a driving rain. Many of the 
men ‘taken right from. their 
stores, wore low Oxford ties or 
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elastic garters and were a per- 
fect sight on their return.” 
Almost a fire, says the account, 
of an occurrence on August 25th 
when burning oil was thrown on 


the floor by an explosion of an 
oil stove in the apartment of 
Moses Ray over Knox & McClel- 
lan’s store on the South side of 
the Park. Barns burned on Oc- 
tober 10th and 30th, and again 
on November 2nd. The last one 
was the biggest it being owned 
by J. L. Stout on the Avenue 
House’ property. One fireman, 
George Udall, was severely hurt 
being run over by the Resolute 
Truck. He received broken ankle 
bones and a cut and _ badly 
bruised head. 

On Christmas eve occurred the 
largest fire of the year when Day 
& Muchmore’s lumber sheds and 
barn, located by the depot, were 
burned at a loss of $1,000. The 
fire was ‘‘one of the most trouble- 
some and tedious this depart- 
ment has ever had to contend 
with.’’? The two steamers work- 
ed continuously from two until ten 
P. M. and after ‘‘such a trial it 
is hardly. necessary to say that 
Morristown does not want any 
better steamers than these have 
proven themselves to be’”’. 

The two out of town calls 
were on April 14th to Basking 
Ridge and October 15th to Do- 
ver. Three apparatus went to 
the former fire which was a store 
building and adjoining dwelling. 
Two apparatus went to the Do- 
ver fire which was more serious 
and caused $6,000 damage. The 
fire razed all buildings from the 
corner of Blackwell and Morris 
streets to Jolley’s Hotel. After 
four hours work the blaze was 
subdued but not until several fire- 
men had been injured. 
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The Board of Engineers this man, first assistant and Isaac dG. 
year was composed of James A. Arnold, second assistant. 
Bonsall, chief; Harrie A. Free- 
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Two women lost their lives and 

six were injured in a fatal fire on 
December 8th, 1881, when ‘the 
Misses Hunter’s boarding house 
on South: street burned down. 
his was the first instance record- 
ed of the loss. of life in Morris- 
town, and the blaze was one of 
the most tragic ever witnessed 
here. 

The account of the calamity is 
unusually well given and will be 
quoted from at considerable length 
because of the fatal consequences. 

“The house was a frame build- 
ing and a veritable death trap. 
‘The Misses Lydia and Martha 
Hunter had kept it for more than 
ten years as a first class boarding 
house. At the time of the fire, 
it was occupied by fourteen board- 
ers and six employees.”’’ 

The ones to lose their lives 
were: Mrs. Anna Walsh, 54, and 
Lizzie Ketch, 24. The injured 
were: Mrs. Saltus, Miss Hunter, 
Miss Parkin, Ella Brady, Maggie 
Beston and Dr. Stephen Pierson, 
the latter a fireman. 

- How the fire originated was a 
mystery, and several theories were 
advanced. The fire evidentlv 
burning for some time, was dis- 
covered about six o’clock in the 
morning, but ‘‘the extreme tardi- 
ness in giving the alarm, together 
with the tinder-like composition 
of the house, allowed the ruthless 
flames to gain such headway that 
when Washington engine—the 
first there—arrived the whole 
house was seemingly one sheet of 
fierce, crackling flames, raging 
through every room and hallway 
of the doomed structure.” 

The firemen acquitted them- 
selves heroically and performed 
many acts of heroism, all of which 
were not in vain. In that regard 
the story says: 
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“Henry Smith, of Gieger & 
Smith, succeeded in getting inside 
the house, and by dint and crawl- 
ing on the floor to avoid the dens- 
ity of the smoke, in search of 
victims, only saved his own life 
by rare presence of mind in find- 
ing his way back to the window. 

‘‘Alonzo Doty carried two or 
three ladies down the frail lad- 
der and rescued one from the top 
window by coolly climbing up the 
ladder as far as he could and then 
catching the panic stricken woia- 
an as she dropped. 

“Truman Scott risked serious 
injury by standing on the plaza 
railing with one arm about the 
post and the other held out to 
break the fall of two ladies from 
the piazza roof. He also just 
missed being struck by Mrs. Bul- 
lock when she made the jump, 
which broke Dr. Pierson’s leg.’’ 
The latter was struck on the 
shoulders when the woman leapt 


‘from a third story window. 


Mrs. Walsh, one of the two 
victims, lost her life apparently 
by refusing to jump from a win- 
dow. According to a witness at 
the subsequent inquest she said: 
“No, I would rather perish in the 
fire than kill myself by jumping.” 
She was suffocated by the smoke, 
as was Lizzie Ketch, who also 
died. 

As soon as practical firemen en- 
tered the building in search of the 
bodies of the two victims, they 
soon found one, but the other was 
not recovered until two in the 
afternoon. In searching for the 
bodies, some lucky finds of valu- 
able money were made. 

The coroner’s jury which was 
called, was composed of: Philip 
H. Hoffman, Oliver T. Crane, Joel — 
Davis, William Hobbs, Jesse M. 
Sharp, Edgar L. Durling, J. E. 
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Parker, W. J. Lowe, James P. 
Sullivan, Nathaniel Marsh, Man- 
uel Johnson and G. W. Vreeland. 

An ash house on the property of 
N. S. Roosevelt burned on March 
3rd. On March 25th, there was a 
grass fire. On the 30th of the 
same month, an old vacant house 
on Water street burned down. 
On April 5th, two apparatus were 
dispatched to Dover where the 
car shops were on fire. 

Eugene Carrell, the hatter, dis- 
covered fire early Sunday morn- 
ing, June 23, in Cihlar’s shoe 
store. He notified the Chief cf 
Police and then ran to the house 
of the Independent Hose, of 
which he was a member, and to- 
gether with Gus Muir pulled the 
carriage to the plug in front of 
the Bell Building. The fire was 
soon extinguished. 

A kerosene lamp exploded in 
Chamberlain’s Market on South 
street on July 27th, but the fire 
was soon put out. The Common 
Council was requested as a re- 
sult to prevent the burning of ker- 
osene lamps in business places 
throughout the night without a 
watch being on guard. 

“At about quarter to five yes- 
terday morning (Sept. 7th) a 
large portion of the town was 
awakened by the discharge of fire- 
arms, which was quickly followed 
by the ringing of the fire alarm. 
Thatcher’s paint store in Craig 
Marsh’s row on South street, was 
discovered to be on fire by an em- 
ployee of the club stables, and he 
fired his revolver, the police fol- 
lowing suit with a perfect fu- 
silade.”’ 

Paints, oils and _ turpentines 
combined to ‘‘make it one of the 
hottest as well as fiercest fires our 
department has had to contend 
with.’’ The fire was kept in the 
paint store although nothing ‘‘but 
thin films of plaster separated it 
from Crane’s shoe store and Par- 


cell’s' boarding house (second 
story) on the west and Kain’s 
furniture store on the east. 
Burning embers were carried al- 
most a mile from the scene and the 
roofs of several dwellings were 
ignited, but the blazes were soon 
put out. One of the ‘‘oldest in- 
habitants” said that the building 
was 130 years old. 

On September 21st, an old barn 
on Bank street and adjoining va- 
cant two-story frame building 
were burned. They belonged to 
the A. W. Bell Estate, and were 
leased by Henry Wulfers. ‘The 
fire was undoubtedly kindled by 
three little children who were on 
the hay playing with matches.” 

On October 16th, the firemen 
had a trip to Basking Ridge, where 
the property of P. O. Belding was 
destroyed. The apparatus were 
sent from here, and the journey 
proved a “perfect fool’s errand.’’ 

This year which was quite an 
important one in the fire history 
of the town also saw the disband- 
ment of the Niagara Engine Co., 
No. 2. All sorts of theories were 
advanced at the time. “It is true 
that there was a little difficulty 
between James M. Bonsall, the pre- 
sent chief of the Fire Department 
and Sidney W. Stalter, the foun- 
der and president of Niagare. 
There is no doubt but that this 
difficulty put the finishing touch to 
the dissatisfaction that has existed 
for some time previous in the com- 
pany.”’ 

‘There was quite a lot of bitter- 


ness at the time and aspersions of 


incompetency flew back and forth. 
A circular was issued “to all 
whom it may concern’ setting 
forth the Niagara side of the quar- 
rel, it being signed by ‘‘Aide toi, 
et le ciel t’aidera’’. 

In place of the Niagara a new 
company soon came into being— 
the present Humane Engine Co. 


. 40 





Pee hicnoe fOr rer. PA Sam N  MOUR RS: T;OeW-N, 





1882 


The first fire in 1882 was on Jan- 
uary 10th the (firemen being 
called to the barn on the George 
W. Jones place just across the rail- 
road track. Chief Bonsall gave 
the order “lay no hose” as the 
building was too far from water 
facilities. 

Another barn burned on Februv- 
ary 20th belonging to Mary L. 
Linnaberry. It was just back of 
the bakery on Early street at 
Speedwell avenue. 

Each alarm at that time cost 
the city $20 for horse and beil 
ringing and there was some kick 
because an alarm was sounded on 
February 21st for a fire which 
turned out to be in Green Village. 
In answering the alarm the Wasii- 
ington Engine steamer had a lucky 
escape when the horses got loose. 
Tom Meskill caught the unbridled 
animal and stopped it. 

Decoration Day of that year wili 
be remembered for the cleaning 
out of some twenty barns, sheds, 
chicken coops, etc., with the loss 
of six horses. The fire was ‘“‘in 
the very worst hole in the town 
consisting of frame buildings of 
every description and shape, al! 
connected or close together and 
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embraced in the square formed by 
the stores on the west side of the 
park, Washington street, High 
street and a part of Speedwell ave- 
nue. ‘The fire started in John 
Guerin’s barn. Other’ property 
damaged was used by J. N. Arbuc- 
kle, Mrs. J. F. Voorhees, John 
Knockton, D. H. Leek and Dr. T. 
B. Flagler. 

The firemen were called out 
twice for small fires and for the 
final time during the year on De- 
cember 20th. The blaze on the 
last occasion was in Senator Theo- 
dore F. Randolph’s barns on Madi- 
son avenue. The loss was $10,000 
although all livestock was saved. 

The telephone was then some- 
thing of a novelty for the account 
says, “Senator Randolph sent up 
the alarm by telephone from iis 
10ouse, and the instrument was in 
vonstant and most serviceable use 
uring the night.’ 

Senator Randolph had within 
the previous two years spent tens 
of thousands of dollars in handa- 
some and permanent improvements 
in new dwellings, grading and 
landscape work and had reclaimed 
a large extent of meadow land 
within the city limits. 
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As a change from fighting the 
habitual barn fires the firemen 
were called to a blaze in a fine 
dwelling on the morning of Febru- 
ary 24th. 


J. C. Taintor on Elm street was 
ablaze and was damaged to the 
extent of. $1,237. . Chief. Engi- 
neer Freeman was in charge of 
the firemen and did good work. 
Hundreds of volunteers removed 
all the furniture on the first floor 
from ‘‘one of the largest and most 
substantial dwellings in Morris- 
town.” It was the fourth time 
that the house, or the lumber for 
it had been afire. 

During the next month the fire- 
men were called to a barn owned 
by William D. Johnson, ice dealer, 
to the residence of A. F. West, 
principal of Morris Academy, and 
to W. S. Babbitt’s store building. 
_ There was a slight fire in June 

in the old tenement house at the 
corner of Market street and Mac- 
culoch avenue, occupied by the 
family of A. Loper, while in July 
another barn was destroyed. This 
one was on Madison avenue, be- 
longing to Jacquelin Smith. The 
loss was put at $5,500. The Fire 
Wardens were quickly on the spot 
the report says, but their new 
lanterns were left at home ‘“pre- 
sumably on account of the bright 
moonlight.”’ 

Three fires enlivened August 
generally the quiet month in Mor- 
ristown. On the 14th the barn 
of Mrs. Henry EH. Cooley on Wash- 
ington street went up in smoke. 


The residence of Mrs. 
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On the 21st, the cottage occupied 
by the superintendent of the Gas 
Light Company, James Bunn, was 


on fire. The damage there ‘‘was 
of three kinds—the water, the 
huge holes knocked in its an- 


atomy to make a place for the 
water, and lastly the fire.’’ The 
last fire of the month was of 
trifling nature in the dwelling of 
ex-governor Randolph on Madison 
avenue. 

A most dangerous fire broke 
out at two o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing September 23 in the frame 
building of Schraudenbach’s on 
Washington street. The flames 
started in the cellar’ beneath 
Cihlar’s shoe and Crowell’s 
jewelry store and spread rapidly. 
The firemen fought hard though, 
and in two hours time had the 
fire out and had saved the Green 
building another frame one ad- 
joining the Schraudenbach struc- 
ture in the rear. 

There was a small blaze in the 
rear of Morris and Birchard’s gro- 
cery store in October, with the 
year’s final blaze on December 
5th, when fire was discovered in 
the cottage of Mrs. William S. 
Nixon, on Harly street. Mrs. P. 
W. Johnson lived upstairs at the 
time. 

Some amusing incidents occur- 
red at the scene of the fire 
“among which was a solid shot, 
hot from the hose pipe, in the 
rear of Billy Leek, of the Wash- 
ies, which tumbled him head over 
heels through a window and into 
an upstairs room.”’ 
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There were six general alarms 
in 1884 but none of the fires 
were of a really serious nature 
and they may be speedily dispen- 
sed with. 

A blaze in the two story laun- 
dry building in the rear of Wil- 
liam L. King’s residence on Mor- 
ris street and one in a residence 
occupied by Charles King, on West- 


nee 


ern avenue were the two largest 
fires of the year. 

The other blazes were a chim- 
ney fire, a fire started accidently 
by the little son of Hugene Trox- 
ell playing with matches, a small 
blaze in a Water street shanty 
and the roof of Van Winkie’s 
Hub Factory on Speedwell ave- 
nue. 
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Another banner year with few 
big fires was 1885. 

$300 loss was occasioned by a 
fire in Freeman’s hardware store 
on the North side of the Park on 
March 7th. Dr. Flagiler’s barn at 
the Pocohontas grist mill was 
burned on June 38rd with a loss 
on S1L,00005° A) Sfoolish”’ 


R. Voorhees was using sulphur to 
drive off a swarm of bees from 
his house. 

July 11th was unusual in that 
it witnessed two fires. The first 
was in the third story rear bed 
room of the Mansion House oc- 
cupied by two colored waiters. It 
was soon put out but water dam- 
aged twelve rooms in the house. 
The second blaze was in the barn 
occupied by Frank Schureman on 
Flagler street. It appeared to 
be of incendiary nature. 

; Joseph W. Thompson’s barn 
burned on August 21st. This 
was followed by a fire a couple 
of weeks later that destroyed the 
barn of Dr. E. B. Woodruff near 
the South Street Presbyterian 
Church. It was one of the hot- 
test fires known here for a long 
time and one account says that 
the Fire Department was not up 


alarm 
was sounded when Councilman J, 


to its usual magnificient record 
in dealing with this fire. 

Notes on the fire evidenced that 
an attempt was being made to 
play politics with the Fire De- 
partment. As to the fire itself 
it was “undoubtedly incendiary 
work being the fifth fire of the 
same character that has recently 
occurred in town.’’ 

The George T. Cobb homestead, 
on South street, owned and occu- 
pied by his daughter, Mrs. Julia 
Skidmore and family, caught fire 
on October 26th probably from a 
defective flue. The house was 
one of many “hips, peaks and 
gables’? making it a hard fire to 
fight. Fireman Frank Green re- 
ceived a cut head from a brick 
which grazed him and others had 
narrow escapes. 

The last fire of the year was 
on November 2nd when one of 
Councilman James R. Voorhees’ 


dwellings on Western avenue, 
rented by G. W. Maynard, of 
Brooklyn, took fire. The house 


had just been rented and furni- 
ture moved in but was as yet 
unoccupied and locked up. The 
damage to the building was $534 
and considerably more to _ the 
furniture. 
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The first call in 1886 occurred 
on January 25th when smoke was 
found issuing through the weath- 
er boards of one of Mr. Farrelly’s 
new houses near St. Margaret’s 


Chapel. The house was occupied 
by Dr. McIntosh and Matt F. 
Lowe. There was no fire. 


The old tannery on Atno ave- 
nue, then harboring Messers. 
Schenck & Youngs’ carpenter 
shop, burned up on March 10th. 
The fire was a hot one and only 
heroic work by the firemen saved 
the handsome unoccupied house 
belonging to Mr. Noble, right be- 
side the burning structure. Sev- 
eral workmen lost their tools and 
the firm lost stock valued at 
$3,000. 

A chimney fire on March 26th 
and an alcohol lamp exploding ou 
April 10th served to partially di- 
vert the firemen’s attention be- 
‘fore a big fire on May 16th in 
which three barns were burned. 
The fire broke out in the barn 
on the Dr. Quimby place on Maple 
avenue, between DeHart and Oak 
streets. The flames soon commu- 


1 49 


nicated with the two adjoining 
barns, one on the Vannatta home- 
stead owned by Mrs. Forbes and 
the other on the Bonsall property 
leased by Mrs. Vernon. 

All three barns were burned 
due to the crippled condition of 
the firemen. No. 2' steamer was 
out of town receiving repairs and 
the Independents were delayed in 
arrival by an upset. In the acci- 
dent Robert King, driver, and 
Fred Runyon, had narrow escapes 
from injury. The losses were put 
at $6,800. The cause was the 
usual one of incendiarism. 

On October 13th the explosion 
of the heater-back in the kitchen 
range in the house of Mr. Martin, 
on Elm street, called out the fire- 
men but they had little to do. 
An open fire place caused a blaze 
on October 17th in the home of 
Mrs. S. F. Headley on Court 
street. There were two chimney 
fires in December and on the 22nd 
one in the basement of Fred 
Schraudenbach’s store on Wash- 
ington street. The smoke was in- 
tense but little was burned, $400 
covering the loss. 


‘ 


* 


catana Bo 
EO Area F 
ae fe, 


ry 
A et ae 











OLD-TIME “WASHIES” 


Perio Grae EPA Sil 


IN MORRISTOWN 





188 7 


“The tintinnabulation of the 
bells,’’ according to an article pub- 
lished in 1887, sent the firemen 
scurrying down South street on 
January 19th. The fire was in the 
residence of John H. Harr, on 
Madison avenue, just beyond the 
city limits. The firemen went 
on and put the blaze out, how- 
ever, the loss being but $1,000. 

It cost $50 in those days for 
the Fire Department to make a 
run and considerable objection 
was voiced over a needless alarm 
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sounded on January 25th for a 
fire that didn’t materialize. A 
cow shed of Dr. Swan’s burned on 
May 7th and on June 22nd light- 
ning damaged Mr. Kinsey’s house 
on Water street calling out the 
firemen. An unclean chimney 
which smoked called the firemen 
out again the next day. 

The last fire of the quiet year 
was on December 26th when the 
firemen turned out for the ex- 
plosion of a lamp over the bil- 
liard table in the Morristown Club. 
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A small fire in the furnace 
room of Mr. Frapwell’s green- 
houses on Morris street ushered 
in the year 1888 for the fire- 
men on the 19th of January. 
From then on there was »oth- 
ing to do until the 28th of April 
when the Washington Engine 
Company had a run under the im- 
pression that the Catlin House on 
Whippany road was in danger of 
catching fire from a woods fire. 

Some real work was given the 
firemen on June 7th when the 
residence of J. Lovell Canfield, 
at the ‘‘corners,’’ Morris Plains, 
was totally destroyed by fire prob- 
ably caused by a defective chim- 
ney. The Resolutes were the only 
ones to reach the fire the others 
being misdirected ‘at first and 
then held in town. 

The truck broke a ladder at the 
fire and ‘‘it happened to be the 
very ladder that Council had been 
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asked to replace with a new ex- 
tension ladder of modern pat- 
tern and it is now more than ever 
necessary to have the new one-a 
somewhat peculiar coincident, yet 
purely accidental and liable to 
happen under any circumstances.” 

On June 12th the old pattern 
shop on the estate of the late 
Stephen Vail burned. The barn of 
F. G. Burnham, on the Mendham 
road, was destroyed on July 28th. 
September 6th Thomas Holton’s 
greenhouses, on South street, 
were afire. Both these last two 
blazes were mysteries and believ- 
ed to be the work of incendiaries. 
The last fire of the year was on 


December 29th when a small barn 
on the Quimby place adjoining 
Mills Lake out the Mendham road 
was pretty well consumed. Two 
of the machines were damaged in 


answering this blaze. 
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In the evening of January 15th 
fire was discovered in the back 
part of George W. Smith’s furni- 
ture store, in the Miller Build- 
ing, Exchange Place. The four 
story building was filled with 
smoke when the firemen arrived 
but only two floors were damaged. 
The second floor was occupied 
by Hazeltine, the architect, and 
the fourth by the Telephone Ex- 
change. The smouldering fire 
broke out the next day and the 
firemen had to return to their 
work which then speedily finish- 
ed. 

Accusations were made after 
the fire of February 16th in the 
carpenter shop of David H. Wil- 
day, on Morris avenue, that one 
company notified first, delayed in 
giving the general alarm so as to 
reach the blaze first. This prac- 
tice was deplored by the press as 
it might prove disastrous upon 
occasion. The blaze didi little 
damage. 

A chimney fire and a small 
barn ablaze occupied the firemen 
in the next two months. On May 
5th the upholstering establish- 
ment of Cosgrove & Van Doren 
on Speedwell avenue was discov- 
ered on fire. The building had 
to be thoroughly soaked to dis- 
charge the heavy smoke. 

“Acres of water’’ failed to save 
the old ice house on the west side 
of Mills’ Lake on May 10th, the 
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firemen not being able to get near 
enough to sink the suction pipes. 
The ice-house was empty but 
made a good tinder-box and the 
flames spread and burned some 
barns and outhouses on Mrs. 
Quimby’s property. 

There were four smal! fires dur- 
ing the rest of the year. On June 
4th straw in a stable was set afire 
when a lamp Dr. W. H. McIntosh 
was using to cure a sick horse, up- 
set. On September 7th part of 
the cottage of Mrs. Kane, facing 
the “‘Folly’’, was ruined. On Oct- 
tober 16th the empty ice-house, 
belonging to William D. Johnson, 
on Washington street was destroy- 


ed. On November 9th the barn 
occupied by Dr. McIntosh was 
destroyed, three horses’ being 


burned to death. A man had 
been seen prowling around the 
place shortly before the fire, and 
he was believed to have set it 
ablaze. 

During this year, April 25th 
to be exact, the Independent Hose 
Company received a new piece of 
apparatus, their third since for- 
mation. It was considered very 
fine, weighing 2,600 pounds and 
costing $400. An informal re- 
ception was held that evening at 
which J. Frank Lindsley presid- 
ed. Chief Engineer Freeman for- 
mally turned the machine over to 
the company and congratulatory 
remarks were made by several. 
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One of the biggest fires for 
the old time volunteer firemen of 
Morristown to remember was that 
of May 24th, 1890 when the Far- 
relly building was destroyed at 
a loss of $100,000. 

The fire was discovered in the 
rear upper part of the building 
a little before midnight and 
five minutes later had spread 
through the whole upper portion 
of the structure. The firemen 
soon responded and found that 
the huge building was accessible 
only from the front, rear and 
from roofs of adjoining buildings. 
The building towered so high 
above its neighbors on either side 
that streams thrown from the 
roofs of these buildings seemed 
to add fierceness to the mighty 
volume of heat and flame. 

The firemen worked hard and 
determinedly and their efforts to 
save the adjoining buildings and 
the immense livery stables of 
Struble & Price in the rear were 
successful. Although these build- 
ings and Kennefick’s carpenter 
shop were all frame and smoked 
from the intense heat not a board 
or a shingle burned. 

“When the roof fell in the 
rush and swirl of crimson flame 
in the sky was a sight to behold. 
It was a big fire and no mistake. 
Burning embers and menacing 
cinders flew everywhere. Quite 
a large bit of charred wood was 
picked up near the junction of 
Speedwell and Sussex avenues. 
Large as the building was it 
seems to have been filled from 
cellar to fourth story. The top 
story and a portion of the third 
floor were largely used as stor- 
age rooms. On the second floor 
were business and law offices 
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while the ground floor comprised 
the grocery store of Turner & 
Bennell, and the confectionery 
and bakery of Conklin & Much- 
more.’’ 

In the building were seven iron 
safes and these crashed through 
the ruins at intervals making a 
terrific noise. It was five o’clock 
Sunday morning before the blaze 
was under control. All day Sun- 
day relays of firemen kept water 
on the ruins and the rain of Mon- 
day did not put it entirely out for 
there was still fire on Tuesday. 

The front and rear walls stood 
intact until Wednesday when the 
rear wall fell with a great crash 
The front wall was left up far 
the insurance agents but the dan- 
ger threatened thereby caused 
so much criticism that Mayor 
Werts authorized their removal 
on his own responsibility and the 
front wall was accordingly level- 
led on Thursday. 

The origin of the fire was an 
impenetrable mystery. It evi- 
dently started on the top floor 
among some _ stored furniture. 
“But how? That seems to be the 
greatest American conundrum of 
the day, and no one pretends to 
suggest even a theory concerning 
the cause.”’ 

There were four other alarms 
in the year. On September 11th 
a chimney fire, on the 24th of 
the same month a false alarm, 
and on October 15th and 18th 
two barns burned. The former 
was on the Higgin’s place at 
Speedwell just outside the city 
limits. The latter was on the 
James C. Mullen property on 
Phoenix avenue. The loss in the 
latter was put at $290 by the in- 
surance adjuster. 
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Two big fires not far apart in 
either location or place marked 
the year 1891 as one long to be 
remembered by the firemen. 

The first of the two big blazes 
was on Lincoln’s Birthday, start- 
ing at about eleven in the evening 
in a closet in Selvage’s printing 
office, in what was known as Post 
Office Block. The flames dropped 
down to the first floor into the 
Katz Clothing Store. The fire al- 
so spread upward and got between 
the ceiling and the tin roof, an 
open space along the entire block 
of four stores, or three besides the 
Post Office. 

The fire was hidden from view 
and accessible only from the roof. 
The firemen cut holes in the roof 
and poured streams of water 
down below. Smoke made it dan- 
gerous and unpleasant for the 
firemen on the roof. ‘‘The laddies 
however, worked faithfully as 
long as they could stand it and 
then gave place to others.’ As- 
sistant Engineers Hoffman and 
Meslar were on the roof while 
Chief Freeman directed things 
generally below . 

“It was a crucial test of the 
Morristown Fire Department. It 
was the ugliest sort of an ugly 
fire. It was hidden away in how 
many directions none could tell.”’ 
By one o’clock tne firemen had 
conquered and half an hour later 
the engines were shut down. The 
machines put for home only to re- 
turn a short time later when the 
smouldering fire broke out again 
in Katz’s store. This was speed- 
ily extinguished. Katz was the 
heaviest sufferer, losing about $5,- 
000 mostly uninsured’ goods. 
Vance & Stiles—the Jerseyman 
office—was damaged by water but 
the paper was able to come out on 
time tue next day. The Post 
Office was also damaged from 
water, but Postmaster Quayle lost 
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no time in getting other quarters 
over Toms & Allen’s carpenter 
shop. 

The second big fire of the year 
was on June 14th when about ten 
o’clock Sunday night fire was dis- 
covered in the nest of frame 
buildings in the rear of the Post 
Office. The structures burned in- 
cluded a carpenter shop, barn and 
two storage houses. 

“It proved to be one of the hot- 
test conflagrations this department 
ever had to contend with, the lu- 
rid flames covering a large terri- 
tory, huge masses of cinders being 
thrown high in tne air, the burn- 
ing brands being deposited on the 
roofs of large and valuable sur- 
rounding buildings and compelled 
a desperate fight on the part of a 
large body of men to keep the fire 
from sweeping that part of the 
town clean. A look at any of 
the buildings will convince any- 
one of the fine work done.”’ 

The flames were supposedly of 
incendiary origin being started 
under one of the storage build- 
ings owned by F. S. Freeman. 
From there it spread to the car- 
penter shop of S. M. Toms. Be- 
sides his tools and lumber he lost 
a horse, as did Mr. Smith, the 
grocer. Freeman suffered the 
greatest loss about $1,400 in hard- 
ware and buildings. Tom’s loss 
was put at $1,300. 

The first fire of the year was on 
January 28th when the upper 
story of James A. Cramer’s gro- 
cery store on Elm street was 
found on fire. The room was used 
as a carpenter shop, the tools in 
which were pretty thoroughly de- 
stroyed. Another carpenter shop 
was damaged by fire on February 
10th, it being on Spring street and 
belonging to Job K. Lane. 

The dwelling occupied by Eu- 
gene Bennell besides Mills’ Pond 
was afire on March 2nd. The up- 
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per part of the building was de- 
stroyed, but the lower part was 
saved and “stands as another 
monument to the valor and ef- 
ficiency of the volunteer Fire De- 
partment of Morristown.”’ 

The Arnold Flats, above P .H. 
Hoffman’s store were on fire on 
March 6th. The fire was in the 
apartment occupied by Miss Mar- 
gie James as an artist’s studio and 
was soon put out. 

The barn of George Young on 
the Cemetery road, a few hundred 
feet beyond the railroad crossing, 
burned on Memorial Day at a loss 
of $2,000. Much of the contents 
were saved. The fire apparatus 
was handicapped going to the fire 
by the masses from the exercises 
at the Lyceum Hall, and those 
from the baseball game meeting 
at the bridge on Water street near 
the railroad, making it hard for 
the firemen to plow their way 
through. 

On June 26th the barn in the 
rear of the Morristown Gas Com- 
pany, and belonging to it, was 
afire. There was lots of smoke 
and plenty of danger as the fire 
was near two huge gasometers 
but the blaze was put out with 
the frame work left standing. 

The rear of Arrowsmith & Duf- 
ford’s market, Long’s upholstery 
establishment and George C. 
Smith’s stables were all ablaze 
when the firemen arrived on the 
scene on June 5th. The depart- 
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ment did quick work though and 
soon put out the blaze. Tue ac- 
count says: ‘“‘Mr. Smith’s horses 
were once more husiled out of the 
stable and ought by this time to 
be getting use to it, as this is 
the third time recently that they 
were endangered.”’ 

On June 1 the printing office of 
the Evening Express, Abraham L. 
Adams, proprietor, was afire, but 
it suffered little loss; on July 11th 
a barn in the rear of Looney’s 
Hotel on Morris street burned; on 
August 23rd one occupied by 
William Heinl, hackman, on 
Speedwell avenue caught fire; on 
August 25th a second-hand cloth- 
ing store in ‘‘Mechanic’s Hall,’ 
otherwise the ‘‘Folly’’ was wiped 
out; and finally on December 23rd 
a small old dweliing house occu- 
pied by Kitty O’Brien, aged 70 
years, was gutted, the woman 
herself being burned to death. She 
was not thought right in her mind 
and it is supposed that while 
kindling a fire, flames caught her 
clothes. There was also an- 
other fire an hour after this when 
Barney Martin’s barn at Loantaka 
“three miles from town” was 
burned down. 

There were 24 fire alarms in all 
this year, quite a large number 
at that time. Besides the ones 
recorded here there were ten 
other fires in which the losses 
were slight but, those we will 
have to pass by unnoticed. 
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There were many fires in 1892 
but the year established an unusu- 
al and never again equalled rec- 
ord of three fires breaking out at 
the same time or rather being 
started at the same time. 


About 8:30 in the morning of 
September 27th the alarm sound- 
ed. The Independent Hose Com- 
pany steered for the first light dis- 
covered which turned out to be 
in the storehouse of J. H. Young- 
blood, grocer, located in the rear 
of the Lyceum building. 


Humane Steamer next came 
thundering down South street and 
saw the fire on the righ. of the 
street, the barn in the rear of the 
South Street Presbyterian Par- 
sonage. They turned into Boyken 
street to locate the engine and run 
a line of hose across liots into the 
parsonage barn, but seeing fire at 
the Dr. Hoffman house, corner of 
Boyken street and Macculloch 
avenue, one block away in the op- 
posite direction turned their at- 
tention to the latter blaze. 


Washington steamer coming 
down South street saw the parson- 
age fire, unnoticed by the firemen 
as it were, so located opposite the 
Lyceum and soon had a stream on 
the barn. Resolute Hook & Lad- 
der Company divided its forces 
between the two barns and then 
concentrated on the Hoffman 
house barely in time to help save 
the structure from impending 
ruin. 


Rumors flew around that the 
miscreants had started a fourth 
fire in a barn on Ridgedale ave- 
nue and Chief Voorhees sent As- 
sistant Chief Meslar to investigate 
“but there was happily no further 
sensation for the time.”’ 


The year’s first fire was on Jan- 
uary 16th when a barn occupied 
by William Benson, grocer, op- 
posite the depot, was burned. An- 
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other alarm for a trifling blaze 
was sounded on May 3i1st. 

There was a destructive fire on 
June 4th in the nest of old barn 
rookeries near the old frame 
barns burned the year before. The 
fire supposedly started in the hay 
mow over William Mullen’s stable 
and was well underway when dis- 
covered. 

It was found impossible to save 
the burning buildings ‘‘anything 
like intact’’ so the firemen con- 
centrated efforts on saving the 
new McCollum’s U. S. Hotel livery 
stables. This was done after some 
hard work. 


There were three other fires in 
June. On the 23rd fire destroyed 
a number of marble head stones 
in the frame building on Water 
street in which Frank Schureman 
conducted his marble business. On 
the 28th fire was discovered in 
Fleury & Melick’s picture frame 
room, second floor rear of the Bell 
building. An extinguisher put the 
blaze out. On the 29th Mrs. How- 
land’s barn on the Green Village 
road just outside the city limits 
burned because of lack of water 
facilities for the firemen. 


Two engines were dispatched 
by freight cars to Boonton on 
August 20th to aid the firemen of 
that place, but it took so long to 
get there the blaze was under con- 
trol on arrival. The U. S. Hotel 
and several adjoining buildings 
were destroyed. 


There were eight small blazes 
in town before the year ended. 
Fost of them were in barns or 
houses, one of the .latter being in 
the ‘handsome new residence of 
ex-Alderman R. D. Foote on South 
street.’’ 

Account of Inspection Day in 
this year is available, it being held 
on Columbus Day. As in recent 
years the Babbitt building was 
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used by the firemen as the scene scaling ladder used by the tlu- 
of their exhibitions. One of the manes and originally introduced 
features was a demonstration of a in Morristown by ‘“‘Than’”’ Meeke;y. 
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Numerous fires but none that 
could be called large ones made 


the year 1893 a busy one for the 
firemen. 


On March 8th they were called, 
by pistol shots as well as the 
alarm, to a fire in the second 
story of a frame house opposite 
Spring street occupied by Alonzo 
Davis and family. The confiagra- 
tion was confined to the dining- 
room although smoke filled the 
whole floor. An exploding lamp 
caused the blaze. 

The firing of pistols was quite 
common in those days to sound 
the alarm and on the occasion of 
the Davis fire was most necessary 
as *‘ it was fully fifteen minutes 
between the first alarm of fire 
and the ringing of the Methodist 
Church bell, a lamentible tardi- 
ness scarcely in keeping with our 
live fire department.”’ 


Three small non-consequential 
fires occurred in May and then 
on the 24th two rooms in St. An- 
drews’ Hotel were burned. It was 
described as a ‘“‘frightful night- 
mare’’ for pistol shots, ‘‘Con. Hol- 
ly’s discharge of infantry on Ma- 
ple avenue,” gatling guns on the 
Park, a locomotive’s screech at 
the depot, the ice whistie, the 
Court House bell and the Meth- 


odist bell were all sounded. ‘“‘Seri- 
ously last night’s experience was 
an outrage and we look to Mayor 
Taylor for an instant abatement 
of the nuisance,’ reads the ac- 
count of the ‘‘nigucmare.’’ 

On June 10 lightning struck the 
barns of John D. Canfield on the 
Columbia road, they being burned 
at a loss of $5,300 no water be- 
ing available. On July 1st a large 
and expensive barn on the Jac- 
quelin Smith place, Madison ave- 
nue, was burned at a loss of $8,- 
000. Still another barn burned 
on August 3rd on Mt. Kemble ave- 
nue, the property of John Den- 
wan, 

The need of a fire alarm system 
was demonstrated on September 
20th when half the department 
went up Speedwell avenue and 
the other half down South street 
—‘‘in an. almost diametrically op- 
posite direction.’’ The periodical 
fire in the ‘“‘Folly’’ came on the 
21st of the same month being in 
the drying room of the laundry. 

On October 38rd there was a 
fire in Thomas Holton’s green- 
houses on South street and the fi- 
nal fire of the year was on Decem- 
ber 1st in the rear of one of the 
McAlpin buildings. The building 
was vacant so the fire was evi- 
dently the work of incendiaries. 
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After three years of compara- 
tive quiet for the Fire Department 
came the year of 1894 which be- 
fore its close had twenty alarms 
including those for half a dozen 
serious blazes. 

“One of the most destructive 
fires that ever occurred in Morris- 
town’”’ came on May 9th when five 
buildings in the rear of the Mc- 
Alpin and Caskey property on the 
North side of the Park were burn- 
ed, one human life lost and 
“twenty-two horses suffered death 
in a most horrible manner.”’ 

“This conflagration will rank as 
the third most serious fire that 
has taken place in Morristown, 
the New Jersey Hotel being prob- 
ably the largest, the Farrelly fire 
next, followed by that of Wednes- 
day night.’’ 

The hero of the occasion was 
John Gannon, a member of Wash- 
ington Engine Company, who sav- 
ed the newly elected member of 
the company, Jonathan Bartley, 
when the latter was overcome by 
smoke and unnoticed by the rest 
of the firemen. The man to lose his 
life was James Allen. He appear- 
ed at an open bedroom window 
and stood with his hands out- 
stretched begging assistance. ‘‘His 
cries were pitiful. Before a lad- 
der could be procured he was 
seen to throw up his hands and 
fall backward. It is supposed the 
floor had been burned and he fell 
through.’’ 

The fire was first discovered in 
a large frame stable building and 
then spread to the main stable. 
The flames then jumped to George 
Green’s barn and to the old Bap- 
tist Church and parsonage, all of 
which were practically destroyed. 
“The sight was a magnificent one, 
the flames of the different build- 
ings combining and shooting up 
many feet in the air, lighting up 
the church spires and the entire 
town.”’ 
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Among the horses burned were 
“the famous team of greys which 
Charlie McCollum had driven to 
Humane steamer for a number of 
years. The last time he drove 
them to a fire was at the time of 
the old Speedwell fire, when they 
had a fine race on Speedwell ave- 
nue with Patsy of Independent 
Hose fame.’’ 

The old Baptist Church build- 
ing which burned was the third 
erected being built in 1845 at a 
cost of $2,080. An addition was 
made in 1857 and the property 
sold in 1892 to D. H. McAlpin. 
The old parsonage was built in 
1802. 

Before this big fire the firemen 
had had five other calls during 
the year. On the third day of the 
year they went to a small fire on 
Market street in George Stein’s 
photograph gallery. On the 27th 
of the following month they were 
called to the home of Malachi 
Adams on Ford avenue for a small 
blaze, the truck being damaged on 
its way to the fire and one of its 
members, Dr. Halsted, thrown 
from the apparatus and slightly 
jarred. 

This date, February zith, is an 
important one in the town’s fire 
history as it marked the first 
alarm rung on the Gamewell Sys- 
tem. Box 36 was the number 
rung and after the fire Box 35 
was also rung by Councilman En- 
nis, Chairman of the Fire Com- 
mittee, to show that the boxes 
were non-interfering. 

On March 25th Box 28 which 
become so well known to the fire- 
men from that time on was sound- 
ed for the first time and the en- 
gines went up Speedwell avenue 
for a small fire in W. H. Huyler’s 
market. On April 6th the same 
number was sounded and for the 
third time in a row on April 9th. 
The latter fire was in the old 
blacksmith shop and a portion of 
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the machine shop at the old 
Speedwell Iron Works. Only by 
taking water from the river was 
the fire finally put out. 

On the second floor of this 
building Professor Samuel F. B. 
Morse and young Alfred Vail 
worked for years to perfect the 
electro-magnet telegraph instru- 
ment. In the same building the 
machinery for the steamship Sav- 
vannah, the first to cross the At- 
lantic Ocean, was built and the 
wheels of the first American-built 
locomotive were made. 

During the Summer things were 
again more or less quiet for the 
firemen. On July 29th there was 
a slight fire in the upper part of 
the dwelling at the corner of 
Maple avenue and Madison street. 
Patsy, the Independent’s horse, 
was injured going to the fire, and 
was the recipient of numerous 
messages of solicitude. He was 
replaced on September 7th by 
Prince, six years old and weigh- 
ing 1,350 #£pounds. William 
Grace was employed to care for 
the new horse and act as janitor 
of the fire house. 

On August 8th a fire broke out 
in the second story of J. H. Reid’s 
barn, nearly everything being 
saved by the firemen. On Sep- 
tember 14th a large bin of kind- 
ling wood in Pruden & Burke’s 
coal and wood yard was afire, evi- 
dently from the engine used for 
the steam saw mill. 


On November 19th the firemen 
were given a busy time with two 
blazes, and from then on to the 
end of the year they were called 
on more than one occasion for 
really serious blazes which only 
good work prevented from being 
most disastrous. 

The first of the two fires was 
in a barn on the estate of the late 
Theodore Youngs, at the junction 
of Water street and Cole avenue. 
Two cows were burned and a lot 
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of farming implements destroyed. 
John Gannon was badly hurt while 
standing on the rear step of the 
Washington steamer, and stitches 
had to be taken in his cheek. 
The mishap came when the 
wagon tongue snapped. 

A few hours later two firemen 
saw that the buildings occupied 
by E. S. Jolley as a livery stable 
were afire and sounded _ the 
alarm. The fire broke out from 
the interior, and when discovered 
seemed a mass of flames, which 
shot upward about forty feet, 
“presenting a grand sight. There 
was a stiff breeze blowing, and 
the cinders were blown over as 
far as Colles avenue.’’ 

Fire in the cellar under Looney 
& Tuska’s drug store, on South 
street, was discovered on Decem- 
ber 7th by a pet dog barking in 
the room of Dr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Welch when the smoke worked 
its way upstairs. The firemen 
had a stiff job on their hands as 
a result of the drugs in the cellar, 
and only put the fire out by 
drowning it. <A lot of the water 
seeped into the adjoining build- 
ing of W. F. Day, damaging 
goods there also. The total loss 
was around $12,000. 

Six days later flames were dis- 
covered issuing from the roof of 
the Morristown Club house, at 80 
South street. The walls, ceiling 
and carpets were badly damaged 
by smoke and fire. ‘‘The origin 
of the fire, like numerous other 
fires in Morristown which have 
lately occurred, is yet a mystery, 
although the usual investigation 
will be made.”’ 


The fire of May 9th was de- 
seribed as the third most serious 
in the town’s history, but it was 
replaced, according to newspaper 
accounts, by the one of December 
20th. In this latter fire, the last 
one of the year, the Babbitt 
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Building, on the corner of Wash- 
ington street and the Park, was 
burned down, at a loss estimated 
at around $75,000. 

The fire was discovered at 1:50 
A. M. by Police Officer Campbell, 
who espied smoke issuing from 
the roof and windows on the 
Washington street side of the 
building. It evidently had been 
smouldering for some time, as the 
smoke and smell of burning wood 
had been noticed for nearly an 
hour, but the location remained 
undiscovered. The fire supposedly 
started in an office on the second 
floor, in which there was an open 
fireplace, used in cold weather. 

“The firemen worked faithfully 
and, the air being frosty, with ice 
freezing on the hose and ladders, 
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making it exceedingly dangerous 
and difficult work.’’ Chief Stur- 
gis was in charge of the firemen. 

The building was occupied by 
the First National Bank, the 
clothing store of I. Katz, the rug 
store of Oscar H. Babbitt, and nu- 
merous lawyers’ offices. The roof 
of the third floor extended over a 
building occupied on the first floor 
by James HE. Stiles, druggist, and 
by several women on the second 
floor. 

Outside of the loss of the build- 
ing, Katz and Babbitt were the 
chief losers. The latter had a 
large stock on hand for the Christ- 
mas trade, worth at least $20,000, 
and totally uninsured. The bank 
fortunately escaped with damaged 
furniture, fixtures, etc., the safe 
and contents being uninjured. 
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Not a single fire of any conse- 
quence marked the year 1895 
though there were 24 alarms. 

The first call was on January 


6th for a blaze in the rear room 
of Dr. S. R. Osmun’s dental estab- 
lishment over J. E. Parker’s jew- 
elry store. A pail of water was 
sufficient to put it out. On the 
21st of the same month the Fire 
Department was called for a small 
fire in the residence of Colonel 
George S. Hasting at 233 South 
street. Three days later the roof 
of the saw mill at Speedwell leas- 
ed by Jacob VanWinkle was afire. 
The Washington Engine was dam- 
aged going to this fire and Harrie 
Meslar, riding on the rear step, 
was thrown to the ground and in- 
jured. 


There were no more calls until 
March when there were three all 
caused by sparks from chimneys. 
‘Again in April there were three 
alarms the largest being for a 
carload of waste paper designed 
for the Whippany Mills being on 
fire in the Freight Yard. 
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The stables of the Farmer’s 
Hotel, on Market street, were 
saved almost intact on May 7tn 
by the promptness with which the 
department responded. A smail 
fire on the 30th of the month in 
Fred Schraudenbach’s building on 
Washington street resulted in the 
loss of alife. ‘“‘Aunt’’ Fanny Wil- 
son, a maiden woman of seventy 
years, living alone, was the vic- 
tim, her dress catching fire when 
a kerosene lamp overturned. 

There were two alarms on July 
6th but neither were of any con- 
sequence. On August 2nd there 
was another fire at Pruden & 
Burke’s. The fire was on the root 
at about the same place as before. 
Fire was discovered on November 
19th in W. H. Benson’s barn, at 
the corner of Morris and EJm 
streets. The blaze was soon put 
out at $500 loss to W. B. Kenefick. 
who used the builcing as a car- 
penter shop. 

Four small fires in the last 
month of the year, scarcely worth 
recording, brought the year to a 
close for the firemen. 
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If the year 1895 was a quiet one 
for the Fire Department, the en- 


suing one of 1896 was even more 
so, and there were but fourteen 
calls for all causes. 


Aiter putting out a roof fire in 
January the firemen had a little 
work on February 10th, when Dr. 
Fayette Smith’s barn on Morris 
avenue burned at three o’clock in 
the morning. 


In March there was a chimney 
fire, and then on next to the last 
day of the month the firemen 
were called to put out a fire in 
the box stalls at the Morristown 
Driving Park. Only ten of the 
sixty stalls were saved, but no 
horses were lost. 


Two houses were afire in April. 
On the 4th the dwelling of Miss 
Louisa Lathrop, on Franklin 
street, was found to be on fire. 
The fire was quickly put out, and 
fortunately so, for there was quite 
a gale, which might have made 
things dangerous if the blaze had 
got going rapidly. On the 26th 
a small house on the Burnham 
estate, just beyond the ice houses 
on the new road to Kahdena, oc- 
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cupied by Lawrence H. Miller, 
caught fire and was destroyed. 
Three pieces of apparatus were 
damaged going to this fire. 

After a hard fight for ten min- 
utes, a blaze in the sub-cellar of 
the extensive hardware establish- 
ment of George E. Voorhees was 
extinguished. An upset lantern 
started the fire. The Independent 
Hose Company had a stream of 
water on the fire before the bell 
finished striking the alarm. 

On June 15th the firemen were 
called out for a blaze that proved 
to be in a distillery on the Dover 
road. Naturally the engines did 
not go. On July 4th a part of 
Henry Smith’s store decorations 
caught fire. On September 12th 
an ash barrel was ablaze and the 
firemen were called out. 

Other small fires like these oc- 
curred in the next few months, 
unworthy of recording, with the 
exception of one in a barn used 
by David M. Compton, of Harri- 
son street, as a carpenter shop, 
and another in a saloon occupied 
by James Lonergan, on Water 
street. In both cases the damage 
was less than $500. 
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1897 


After the drought comes the rain 


and after a lull of any real activ- 
ity. for many months the local Fire 
Department again experienced a 
busy year in 1897. 


On the 17th of February fire 
damaged the residence occupied 
by Abraham Youngs and Harry V. 
Guerin at the corner of Sussex 
avenue and Mills street. The fire 
gained great headway owing to 
delays to the fire apparatus, caus- 
ed by difficulty in plowing through 
the snow and mud, and as a re- 
sult the building was damaged be- 
yond repair. 


An almost new barn worth $3,- 
000 and belonging to Col. E. L. 
Dobbins, on Franklin place was 
burned on March 24th. The resi- 
dence of Harry C. Roy, on Wes- 
tern avenue, was destroyed by fire 
on April 17th. An upset lamp in 
the cellar was the cause of the 
‘conflagration which was fanned by 
a can of oil catching fire. The 
building was completely lost and 
practically all of the furniture 
ruined. 

A double house on Madison 
street next to Dr. VU’Reilly’s was 
found to be afire on May 19th and 
“the Fire Department and a good- 
ly portion of the 10,000 popula- 
tion of Morristown together with 
a lot of visitors on bicycles made 
a rush to the scene.’’ The fire 
started in the attic and only that 
and the roof were destroyed by 
fire, the biggest damage being 
caused by water. 

On May 22nd a small barn oc- 
cupied by T .R. Skellenger caught 
fire. Chief Engineer Stevens and 


73 


Assistants Ambrose and Fox who 
were appointed only the night be- 
fore were on hand and took 
charge of affairs. Two fires 
on July 21st in house’ were caus- 
ed by lightning which temporarily 
damaged ‘the fire alarm system. 
Two very old ladies were carried 
to safety out of one of the houses. 

The barn occupied by Smith & 
Foster, John Gannon and Frank 
Tiger on Spring street, burned to 
the ground on August 11th. Six 
horses were lost as well as grocer- 
ies, sleighs and other articles. The 
barns of Dennis Kelley, on Madi- 
son street, took fire and burned 
down on October 19th, presum- 
ably the wark of tramps or incen- 
diaries. 

Two small fires within a day of 
each other were followed by a 
third on October 37st, in the new 
barns of Fairchild & Oliver, be- 
tween Clinton and _ Prospect 
streets. After about an hour and 
a half of work, the fire was ex- 
tinguished. Two apparatus were 
dispatched on November 21st to 
Morris Plains for a fire in the 
commodious carriage house and 
barn belonging to Richard A. Mc- 
Curdy. The local firemen were 
able to do little except to save 
nearby buildings. 

The year’s final tire cecurred at 
six o’clock on Christmas Eve, the 
blaze being in the home of Justice 
John M. Haines, on Thompson 
street. The exact cause of the fire 
was a subject of dispute but it 
started somewhere about’ the 
chimney and fireplace. The ioss 
to the building and goods was 
about $500. 
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1898 


Two firemen were badly burned 
on March isth, 1898, in the big- 
gest fire of a year in which there 
was an unusually large number of 
calls on the Fire Department. 

The serious fire originated in 
the bicycle and repair shop of the 
B. Friedman Manufacturing Com- 
pany at 64 Speedwell avenue and 
adjoining buildings on either side 
caught fire. The one on the north 
occupied by W. Ergenzinger, as a 
barber shop, and B. T. Rosenblatt 
as a dry goods store, was virtually 
destroyed, while the one on the 
- other side, toward the Park, was 
partly burned. The latter struc- 
ture was owned by R. F. Leonard 
and occupied on the ground floor 
as a grocery by the Misses Collier 
and Purkis, and by Samuel Silver- 
man aS a dry goods and clothing 
store. The two buildings that 
were entirely destroyed both be- 
longed to the Cutler estate. 


The fire started when an en- 
ameling machine heated by gas- 
oline exploded, blowing out the 
front of the store and also Fried- 
man and his helper Robert John- 
gon, a young lad of 16. The es- 
eape of the pair from instant 
death was marveious. Both were 
badly burned and were Sent *o the 
hospital for treatment. There 

Friedman later died. 

~ Qwing to the combustibility of 
the gasoline and the other oils 
and chemicals used in the busi- 
ness, it made a terrific blaze and 
‘occasioned a dense column of 
smoke and the flames were so hot 
that many of the firemen were 
padly scorched about the face and 
hands.’’ The ‘ire occurred at noor 
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who. blocked Speedwell 


and was witnessed by thousands 
avenue 
and ‘‘thronged the heights in the 
rear of the fire on Prospect 
street.”’ 

The year’s first fire was on Jan- 
uary 27th in one of the houses 
on the Dalrymple estate on Maple 
avenue, occupied by Miss Dalrym- 
ple. The fire was confined to the 
first floor but the whole house was 
damaged by smoke and water. 

Two days later the firemen were 
called to the Lewis Pierson build- 
ings on Washington street the fire 
being in the partition between 
them. Notwithstanding the zero 
weather and the head start which 
the blaze had got the flames were 
put out without much damage be- 
ing done. 

Quite a good sized fire started 
on February 2nd in Lem Hing’s 
Chinese laundry store on Market 
street, destroying it and Max 
Mintz’s clothing store. It worked 
its way through the partition to 
the adjoining building occupied 
by th. Market Street Mission 2na 
burned the ceiling of the mission 
room. A brick building owned by 
James P. Sullivan, and occupied 
by D. P. McClellan, adjoined the 
wooden stricture on the east, and 
flames worked their way into that 
building also, but were speedily 
checked after damaging stock 
slightly. ; 

It was a bad night for a fire as 
the thermometer was down nearly 
to zero and the wind was blowing 
a gale. ‘Only the prompt and ef- 
ficient work of the firemen pre- 
vented a large and costly conflaz- 
ration.” 
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Fire broke out in a double 
house on Pine street owned by 
William Harney on February 17th 
but it did little damage. All of 
the furniture was carried out of 
the building by the men from 
George A. Mills’ mill. Another 
dwelling fire occurred on March 
.c..., nearly a month later, when 
a dog upset a lamp in John Ry- 
an’s house at 31 Columbia street. 

The arrival of ‘‘the long wished 
for chemical engine” for Inde- 
pendent Hose Company occurred 
on April 27th, and the apparatus 
was received at the depot and es- 
corted uptown. A demonstration 
of it was held in front of the 
Becker building where a tempor- 
ary building was fired and soon 
extinguished. Two 35 gallon cop- 
per tanks connected so as to throw 
a continuous stream was the basis 
of the equipment. 

Numerous chimney fires served 
to break the monotony for the 
firemen until May 21st when the 
small barn of J. A. Blanchard on 
Mills street burned. The new 
chemical did good work at this, its 
first real opportunity. A feature 
of this fire was a race of the fire 
companies up Speedwell avenue 
and at one time three companies 
were abreast. 


One of the big farm buildings 
at ‘“‘Inamere Farm’’, at Watnong, 
owned by Randolph Kissel was 
afire on June 14th, and ended in 
a mass of ruins. On the 19th 
the firemen were called for a fire 
which started in the rear of the 
grocery and wholesale liquor store 
of Stiner Bros., on Speedwell ave- 
nue in the McAlpin block. That 
store and the ones occupied by 
John Little, as a bakery, and P. 
J. Howard, as a shoestore, were 
all well soaked with water, there 
being a complaint afterward over 
the amount used. 


Two fires occurred on June 
22nd. The first in the morning 
was in the large gymnasium build- 
ing of the Misses Hickok’s schocl 
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on Macculoch avenue. The second 
in the evening was in the small 


store of Leo Gorton on Speedwell 
avenue. Both tires were believed 
the work of incendiaries. 


Fire in the large barn of the 
Dalrymple-Hastings Company near 
the depot called the firemen out 
on June 28th. Although much 
lumber was nearby and other 
buildings, the blaze was confined 
by the firemen to the one in which 
it started. 


On July 12th the stable and 
storage building of John R. Piper 
connected with the hotel property 
in the rear of Market street, was 
damaged by fire. ‘‘The blaze adds 
vet anvther mystery to fire depart- 
ment annals.’’ It was discovered 
in the second story in a large 
quantity of hay and straw. 


The month of August saw sev- 
eral barns burned. On the 12th, 
P. F .Doran’s was uestroyed. On 
the 30th two were destroyed on 
Ridgedale avenue, one belonging 
to D. Jamieson and the other to 
William Irving. A third belong- 
ing to Matthew Washington was 
also afire. 


“he necessity of a first class 
department, even though it be 
volunteer in nature was demon- 
strated on September ist when 
the local firemen after several 
hours of hard work succeeded in 
saving the West End Hotel and 
the buildings in the vicinity.”” The 
fire started in a barn at the rear 
of the hotel owned by Thomas 
Lowe. The blaze communicated 
to one of the barns of Sire Broth- 
ers, the Speedwell avenue horse 
dealers, and it was partially de- 
stroved before the firemen gained 
mastery of the flames. 


Two firemen were injured 
either at the fire or going. Louis 
Dempsey, of Washington Engine 
being burned on the arm and Am- 
asa Kaggen, driver of the Reso- 
lutes, receiving a sprained wrist. 

Four barns were burned in Sep- 
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tember. They were on the 6th, 
belonging to James Foran on Ab- 
bett avenue; on the 12th, belong- 
ing to Dr. A. Uebelacker, on South 
street; on the 15th, belonging to 
Mulhall, on Maple avenue; and 
finally on the 24th, belonging to 
the Morristown Land Company, on 
the Madison road, near the Morris 
County Golf Club. In the last two 
instances the firemen had stiff 
fights on their hands. 

Fire started in a closet in the 
corner of the barroom in the Far- 
mer’s Hotel on Market street, at 
half past one the morning of Octo- 
-ber 24th. Owing to the dense 
smoke the firemen worked with 
difficulty, and it was three hours 
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before the fire was finally put out. 
Nearly all the furniture in the ho- 
tel was ruined. 

Another barn, that of James 
Lawless, of Madison street, was on 
fire the first day of the last month 
of the year and then the night be- 
fore Christmas came with an un- 
usual lot of excitement for the 
firemen, but little work. 

First came a chimney fire and 
then two hours later a small fire 
in a barn. ‘‘Every one looked for 
the proverbial third alarm, but it 
didn’t come until ‘“‘two days later 
when some rags in a Flagler street 
tenement were afire, that closing 
a busy year’s work for the Fire 
Department. 
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1899 


Outside of the destruction by 
fire of the ‘‘Folly’’ there was com- 
paratively little of importance for 
the firemen to do in 1899. 


The conflagration which ruined 
the ‘‘hitherto ‘fireproof’ building, 
and tue adjoining Crane build- 
ing,’’ occurred on May 7th, at 7:15 
in the evening. Fire had previ- 
ously broken out on many occa- 
sions in the building owned by 
the A. W. Cutier estate, but each 
time it was extinguished, and the 
old building came to be jocularly 
called ‘‘fireproof.’’ Ti is) said 
“that fires at the Folly responded 
to by the department have cost 
the city $300.”’ 

The history of the ‘‘Folly’’ went 
back 50 years. At the time of its 
erection by Peter A. Johnson, the 
building was to have been a fac- 
tory. .c¢ was condemned for this 
purpose by poor’ construction. 
While looking at the building and 
talking to Pierson A. Freeman, a 
former Sheriff, Johnson comment- 
ed on the fact inat the structure 
represented about all he owned 
and was a failure. Then he made 
the exclamation, ‘‘What a folly; 
what a folly,’ and tnis is supposed 
to have been the origin of the 
name by which the place was ai:- 
erwards known. 

The building was frame and 
very old, thus proving a veritabie 
tinder-box for the flames. While 
it was impossible to gain control 
of the fire, the firemen succeeded 
in saving two small stores and a 
house and shop of Genung & 
Hedges, adjoining the buildings 
that were burned. Among the 
steres ruined were those of George 
Hirschman, grocer, Joseph Pagano, 
shoe shop, Tony Farino, coniec- 
tionery, Conrod Catira, a barbe”, 
and Charles Triolo, shoe dealer. 
On the second and third floors of 
the ‘“‘Folly’? were several families 
who were burned out. 
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Earlier in the year the firemen 


were called out some six or seven 
times. On January 16th there was 
fire in the south end of the house 
at 94 South street occupied by 
Mrs. H. C: Dater. J. J. Kleines 
barn was burned on February 7th. 
On the 15th of the same month 
there were two fires. The first 
was in the home of Jesse Meeker 
and the second in the building of 
South street near DeHart street 
owned by J. H. Reid. 


The latter fire was quite seri- 
ous and the entire structure was 
burned to the ground in an hour. 
The burned building ‘‘was an old 
two story wooden structure which 
for years had been an eyesore. I1. 
was occupied by R. Welcher, 4 
Chinese laundryman and Victcr 
Wiss,’’ the latter having a bicycie 
store. Adjoining buildings, incluil- 
ing the Trimmer Building, later 
itself burned down, were saved by 
the good work of the firemen. 

On June 5th fire almost totally 
destroyed the house at the corner 
of Madison avenue and Franklin 
street owned by the Theodore F. 
Randolph estate. It was being r2- 
modelled and on its completion was 
to have been occupied by Mr. A. 
H. Tiers whose home had three 
months previous also been destroy- 
ed by fire. The firemen worked 
for two hours,being handicapped 
by the peculiar construction of the 
house, before the fire was out. 

‘Another of those mysterious 
fires’? occurred on June 21st when 
the barn of A. B. Hull, on Boyken 
street, was partially burned. Hign 
praise is given in the account of 
the fire to the telephone which 
made possible the ringing of. the 
alarm within a minute from the 
time of the first call. Still another 
fire of mysterious origin destroyed 
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the fixtures of Holly & Hentstler’s 
barber shop on Market street on 
September 4th. A little over a 
month later a barn was destroyed 
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1900 


The first fire in the 20th cen- 
tury in Morristown was on Janu- 
ary 24th, 1900, when the firemen 
were called to the rear of Piper’s 
Hotel for a blaze in a two-story 
structure used for a wagon-house 
and store-house. There was a nest 
of frame buildings adjoining and 
*‘but for the quick work of the 
firemen much damage would have 
ensued.’’ 

The next general alarm was 
three months later when the out- 
side of Josiah Muir’s house on 
Ridgedale avenue caught fire from 
some hot ashes thrown too close. 
The rear addition was practically 
gutted and the roof and third 
story of the main part of the 
house damaged. 

Another residence fire occurred 
on April 20th at 88 Maple avenue, 
the home of W. B. Thompson. The 
peak of the roof was burned by 
fire started by a spark from the 
chimney. 

The first hospital fire on record 
was on July 26th when a blaze 
was discovered at eight o’clock in 
the evening at Memorial. The fire 
was caused by a lace curtain 
which blew into the flame of a gas 
jet in one of the nurse’s rooms. 
Owing to the dense smoke several 
firemen were nearly overcome. 
“The two Frapwell brothers were 
almost suffocated. Douglass espe- 
cially had a narrow escape.’ The 
fire was confined to the room in 
which it started. 

Three days later the firemen 
were called to Western avenue 
near the town limits where Fos- 
ter & Wise’s barn was burned. 
The next night there was a fire 
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in Gabriel Lano’s tailor shop at 
34 Ann street caused by a lighted 
hanging lamp falling to the floor 
without warning. A stream from 
the chemical put the fire out but 
a lot of water was also wu ineces- 
sarily turned on, causing much 
damage to the place. 

Failure to sound a_ general 
alarm was almost fatal on Octo- 
ber 22nd when the residence ot 
Colonel Kdward L. Dobbins, on 
Franklin place, was afire. A still 
alarm was given and the driver 
of the chemical ‘‘together with 
Messrs. R. D. Foote, Frank Pier- 
son and Cad Howell’ succeeded in 
putting the fire out which had en- 
compassed the entire floor and 
walls of the bedroom on the secon‘? 
story when they arrived on the 
scene. 

There was a fire in the Tele- 
phone Exchange Building on Mar- 
ket street on October 23rd. The 
flames shot up the chimney breast 
in the operating room, being fed 
by the varnish on the ceiling 
boards, with which it was wains- 
coated. The damage was slight, 
the firemen quickly putting the 
blaze out, but before it was over 
the telephone girls had shown 
great heroism refusing to leave 
their posts and continuing to an- 
swer all calls although some of 
them were working within ten feet 
of the fire. 


The hnal fire of the year was 
on December 28th, when thero 
was a trifling blaze in a wood box 
in one of the apartments of Thom- 
as Meskill on Spring street, the 
fire being out before the @remen 
could reach the scene. 
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1901 


Another quiet vear was ey- 
perienced by the Fire Department 
in. 1901, when there were only 
nineteen alarms of all kinds. 

The first general alarm was on 
February 10th for a fire in Con- 
way’s Saloon on Speedwell avenue. 
The loss was small. ‘“‘The pulling 
was very hard and most of the 
fire apparatus was delayed in 
reaching the fire. The truck hed 
three horses to draw the ..2- 
chine.”’ 

Mrs. Benjamin Bailey, 65 years 
old, who owned a cottage on 
Green street was so_ seriously 
burned in endeavoring to put out 
a fire which started in her bed- 
room on February 19th, that she 
died the next day in All Souls’ 
Hospital, to which she was remov- 
ed. The fire ‘‘is said to have or- 
iginated from Mrs. Bailey’s smok- 
ing.” The damage to the house 
was slight. 

Two of the apparatus were dis- 
patched on March 20th to Morris 
Plains for a fire in the residence 
of George B. Raymond. Little 
could be done because of lack of 
water and the large residence was 
totally destroyed. 

Two barns belonging to James 
Doyle and Jerry Callahan, the 
Madison street grocer, on Cather- 
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ine Lane, were destroyed on May 
16th. The roofs of two houses 
on James street caught fire from 
the sparks and also an adjoining 
house. All were speedily put out. 

There were two small fires in 
June. The first on the 13th was 
in the Farmer’s Hotel. and the 
second on the 21st, in the upper 
part of the new gas house on Wa- 
ter street. The loss in each fire 
was put at $100. 

A blaze outside the city limits 
on August 6th, entirely destroyed 
the club house and hotel at the 
entrance to the Morristown Driv- 
ing Park on August 6th. The 
hostelry was owned by Sire Broth- 
ers, the New York theatre man- 
agers, who leased it to Barney H. 
Demarest, who in turn passed it 
on to Walter V. Snyder. Only 
the chemical answered the call for 
help there being no need of send- 
ing the steamers due to lack of 
water facilities. 

Numerous chimney fires kept 
the firemen busy in Novemb2r and 
December, the last fire of the year 
being on December 20th in the 
residence of Philip Kantz, at 27 
Hazel street. Only a lounge was 
burned in that instance, fire be- 
ing started on it by children at 
play. 
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The years of 1902 and 1903 
saw unparalled fire losses in Mor- 
ristown which included in their 
number, the Trimmer Building, 
the Church of the Redeemer, the 
show mansion of “Glen Farm,”’ 
the Bell Building, and the hand- 
some residence of Philip Livings- 
ton. The total loss in these five 
big fires, occurring within fifteen 
months time, may be conservative- 
ly estimated at $150,000. 


There were several small fires 
before the first of the big blazes 
in the Trimmer Building. The 
office of William Selvage, insur- 
ance agent, in the Wood Estate 
Building on Washington street, 
was afire on January 1 -h and ad- 
joining stores were also damaged. 
On the 20th of the same month 
there was a fire in the home cz 
Van Doren Deats on Western ave- 
nue. The Truck narrowly escaped 
a serious accident in going to this 
fire, when it turned into Wash- 
ington street too fast. At that 
time the fire apparatus raced to 
the fires but “‘the old adage ‘haste 
makes waste’ never proved truer 
than on this occasion.’’ Some 
small fires and a barn also on 
the property of Mrs. S. 7. Brad- 
ford, of Maple avenue, brceught 
the fire record up to February 
14th, when the first big fire of the 
year occurred. 

“Tt was exactly 5:15 Friday aft- 
ernoon when a general alarm of 
fire was turned in from Box 73, 
on the corner of Smith’s drug 
store, and thirty-five minutes later 
the Trimmer Building, a hand- 
some three-story brick structure, 
situated on South street, directly 
opposite DeHart street, was in 
ruins. 

“The fire was one that for heat 
and fire scenes has never been 
equalled in Morristown, although 
the Farrelly Building, which was 
burned several years ago was 
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nearly its equal. How the fire 
started is a mystery and will prob- 
ably always remain so, although 
it is supposed that the ashes sent 
down the elevator shaft contained 
live coals, which finally communi- 
cated to the adjoining woodwork.’’ 


The Chemical was first upon the 
scene ‘‘within three minutes of be- 
ing called, but in that short time 
the fire had broken through the 
floor, and was raging amid the 
paint and oil of the Morristown 
Decorating Company. In a few 
minutes more the blaze crept up 
the dumb waiter shaft, and al- 
most in less time than it takes to 
tell, every room in the building 
was enveloped in flames.” With- 
in fifteen minutes the front part 
of the roof fell sending thousands 
of sparks and cinders upward 
through the dusty twilight, and 
soon after the wall at the north- 
west corner of the building tum- 
bled with a crash. 

“Te 18 seldom that Morristown 
firemen have to work as :ong be- 
hind secreens’”’ as at this fire. The 
heat was so intense that windows 
in all buildings within 75 feet of 
the blaze were cracked. The fire- 
men worked hard in saving ad- 
joining structures, especially the 
Church ot the Redeemer, the roof 
of which several times caught fire. 

The occupants of the building 
on the ground floor were the Mor- 
ristown Decorating Company, C. 
C. Zeek, piano, and the Wom: n’s 
Art Exchange. On the upper two 
fioors families lived, including Dr. 
Asa Trimmer, the owner of the 
building, J. Fred Runyon, Louis 
C. Parker, Madam Cohendos and 
Mrs. Arthur H. Allen. 


Ex-fireman Hmmell, only orig- 
inal member of Independent Hose 
Company, helped at the blaze after 
which he told some of his former 
experiences. He remembered one 
hot blaze when the Church of the 
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Redeemer was saved in 1858. It 
was then located on the corner of 
Morris and Pine streets. The de- 
partment then had but six lengths 
of hose, and the engine which was 
the first ever used here was known 
as the ‘‘Coffee Grinder.’”’ A picture 
of this apparatus will be found 
in the front part of the book. 


An unusual coincidence occurr- 
ed on March 19th with two gen- 
eral alarms of fire on the same 
day, the same street and within 
a few hundred feet of sach other. 
The first was in the house of Ed- 
ward Gallagher. on Speedwell 
place, and the second in the home 
of James Lyons. The losses were 
respectively $500 and $25. 

A barn was afire on March 22nd 
and on April 18th, there was a 
small fire in the cellar of H. M. 
Smith’s drug store. Webs ayibas 
Thompson’s barn on Farragut 
place was entirely destroyed on 
April 20th. 


The Church of the Redeemer, 
miraculously saved at the time of 
the Trimmer fire, was itself seri- 
ously damaged by fire and water 
on April 30th. The interior of the 
church was completely ruined, the 
roof burned off and nearly all the 
stained glass windows broken. The 
blaze supposedly was started by 
painters who were burning the old 
paint off. 

The church was erected in 1867, 
on the corner of Pine and Morris 
streets, and moved to its South 
street site in 1887. In 1888 it 
was cousiderably enlarged sand 
“from then on additions have 
been added so that the original 
structure would not be recognized 
in the present building.’’ The loss 
was put at $6,000, fully protected 
by insurance. 


An incendiary blaze burned the 
barn of James Clark in Olyphant 
place on May 2nd. 

The next big fire occurred on 
May 3th when ‘‘Glen Farm’’, the 
fine estate of Eugene Higgins, 
where the present Whippany 
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River Club now is, was totally de- 
stroyed at a loss running over a 


hundred thousand dollars. Lack 
of water made it impussible for 
the firemen to do much except to 
earry out furniture and valuakles 
as long as possible. 

The house was built forty years 
previous by Norris & Lindsley, at 
that time the leading builders of 
Morriistown. The house com- 
prised thirty-nine rooms, the par- 
titions of the lower floor had been 
removed, giving it a club house 
appearance and it was expensively 
furnished throughout. The build- 
ing had a tower 30 feet above the 
main structure and as ‘a high 
wind was blowing from the west, 
it was a pitiful sight to watch 
the flames sweep downward and 
against the wind.”’ 


The main wine cellar insured 
for $25,000 included “a large 
quantity of wines purchased by 
Mr. Higgins from the estate of 
the late A. T. Stewart, and un- 
doubtedly the finest collection of 
elarets in the United States, the 
latter selected in person by Mr. 
Higgins in Bordeaux some years 
ago.”’ 

E. T. Caskey’s grain sheds on 
Morris street were afire on May 
17th; on the 31st che residence of 
Nicholas Marinaro was ablaze; on 
June 1 the residence and ice house 
on the farm of the late T. G. 
Walker on the Mt. Freedom road 
were destroyed; on the 18th and 
28th of June there were fires at 
the gas works. 


On July 19th there was a good 
sized fire in the top of the elevator 
of the plant of the U. S. Silica Co., 
near the railroad tracks. 
elevator was almost entirely con- 
sumed and also the engine room. 
The stock room with 2,500 bags 
of silica ready for shipment was 
saved. 

A week later there were two 
general alarms for but one fire in 
the house occupied by Mrs. Kee- 
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ler, a widow lady, on Henry 
street. No serious damage was 
done. 


The large and extensive barn 
of George W. Jenkins, on Madison 
avenue, was gutted by fire on [e- 
cember 2nd. The alarm was 
rung coincident with the sound- 
ing of the 9 o’clock taps in 
the evening and the horses were 
in harness at the fire barns. Be- 
fore ‘“‘one had time to clearly 
distinguish the accustomed taps 
from the alarm the firemen were 
on their way to the blaze.’”’ ‘“‘As 
usual the water supply was insuffi- 
cient and not until the side wall of 
the building had fallen in was an 
efficient stream secured.’ It was 
a stubborn fight in a drizzling 
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rain, which set in as the firemen 
worked, but, adjacent buildings 
were all saved. 

The building adjoining the tele- 
phone office was found afire about 
3 A. M. on December 17th, and 
the firemen called. The fire was 
confined to the building in which 
were a barber shop and a fancy 
goods store, both run by colored 
people. 

The last general alarm in the 
busy year was on December 27th, 
but it amounted to little. The 
fire was in a dwelling house at 6 
Early street, and was caused by 
the upsetting of alamp. The fire 
was extinguished befcre the fire- 
men arrived. 
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1903 


The big fire of the year 1903, 
was in tne Bell Building and 
“came nearly burning the whole 
block between Bank and Market 
‘streets.’’ 

When the fire was discovered 
in the evening of March 24th, it 
was breaking through the parti- 
tion of the rear room of Becker’s 
barber shop, from the furnace 
room, evidently being started from 
an overheated furnace pipe. Beck- 
er, his assistant Nick Williams and 
John Kilkenny, who was being 
shaved, tried to put out the flames 
but they failed and the firemen 
were sent for. 


The fire gained rapid headway 
and before the firemen were fairly 
at work, the Morris Art Store, 
which is directly over Becker’s 
place, was on fire in the rear. The 
smoke poured out of the building 
in volumes, and it was impossible 
for the firemen to get near the 
‘flames for some time. After the 
fire was put out in the Morris 
store, it broke out in the rear of 
Frank Naylor’s store. When this 
was extinguished and some of the 
firemen had left, the stubborn 
blaze broke forth again, this time 
in Mayor Reed’s office, the flames 
having eaten into the second floor. 
When all the fire was finally cut, 
it was found that the lower floors 
were swamped with water and he- 
._ tween the fire, the water and the 
smoke imost of the stock was 
worthless. 


The first fire in 19038 was on 
January 29th when one was dis- 
covered in the cellar of the West 
End Hotel There was pleaty of 
smoke, the fire being im the wood- 
bin. There was not a beam or 
board in the cellar that did not 
get charred, but little other dam- 
age was done. The origin of the 
fire was unknown. 

The barn of B. F. Howell, on 
Ford avenue, was burned on Feb- 


ruary 11th, and on March 16th 
the small house belonging to Felix 
Nann, on Water street, was gut- 
ted. An explosion of naptha caus- 
ed a fire on April 15th in the home 
of Mrs. Anna Jensen, on Terrace 
place. The fire amounted to little 
but, Mrs. Jensen and her daughter 
were slightly hurt and burned in 
the explosion. 

The handsome residence of 
Philip Livingston, on Madison 
avenue. was destroyed by fire on 


' May 2nd. Delay in sending in an 
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alarm, poor water supply and in- 
effective hose, hampered the fire- 
men so that ‘for a time it seemed . 
as though nothing could be done, 
and a cry went up from many 
spectators that things were badly 
managed, but the generalship was 
not so much at fauic as the equip- 
ment.” ‘The house was ruined but 
nearly all the furniture was saved, 
being carted out by citizens and 
firemen. There were a big crowd 
of spectators as many came from 
‘the bali game on Randolph Field 
which was near by.”’ 

Fire in the old office on the 
Flagler property, a blaze caused 
by an oil stove explosion, a Morris 
chair afire and a barrel of tar 
comprised the many but unimport- 
ant general alarms during the 
summer. 


The beautiful club house on the 
Morris County Golf Club grounds, 
was burned at noon on November 
8th. Three of the apparatus were 
dispatched to the scene but the 
whole building was in ashes in 
forty-five minutes after the blaze 
was first discovered. 


Early discovery of smoke com- 
ing from under the eaves of the 
Dodge building on South street, 
by Officer T .L. Roff, on November 
19th, prevented a serious fire. The 
firemen were summoned and 
found the fire in the photographic 
studio of W. C. & L .C. Parker. 


The room in which the fire started 
from sparks from the chimney, 
was badly damaged, but the fire 
did not spread elsewhere. 

This was the last general alarm 


all of them. 
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“The Folly’ was again dam- 
aged by fire on January 26th, 
about $3,000 loss being occa- 
sioned by an early morning fire, 
which started in the barbershop of 
James Catana. When the firemen 
arrived the building looked like 
a flaming furnace. They pitched 
into work and, although ham- 
pered by bitter cold weather that 
froze the water, kept at it till 
morning, by which time adjoining 
buildings had been saved. An 
overheated stove was blamed as 
the cause of the fire. 


The same cause started a fire 
on February 2nd in Nickola’s 
tailor shop, at the foot of Morris 
street hill, but in that case little 
damage was done. 

Two attempts to burn the Mor- 
ristown School were made on 
Marecb 1. but both were fuund out 
in time. 

Two houses were burned to the 
ground and a third practically 
ruined by a fire on South street. 
below Woodland avenue on April 
15th. Two pieces of apparatus 
were sent, but were unable to do 
much good. 

Martin Farino’s candy store 
was afire on July 25th, the smoke 
being so thick that at first the 
place seemed to be doomed. The 
blaze turned out to be trifling, and 
was soon extinguished, the smoke 
and water causing the greatest 
loss. 

The east side of Speedwell ave- 
nue was threatened by fire on 
Sunday morning, August 21, 
when a blaze was. discovered 
about half-past three in the rear 
of Kramer’s second-hand store. 
The smoke poured out of the 
building, which was so located 
that no attempt to get at the fire 
from the rear could be made. 


91 


Nevertheless, through the heroic 
work of the firemen, the blaze 
was confined to the one building. 
Later in the same month there 
was an alarm for an oil stove that 
exploded. 


Shortly before nine o’clock in 
the evening of October 3rd there 
was an alarm sounded for a fire 
in the attic of a house on Maple 
avenue occupied by Miss Kate 
Welsh, a dressmaker. There were 
three women in the house at the 
time, and one went upstairs to get 
some clothes. The wind blew a dress 
against a lamp and set it afire. 
The women thought they put the 
blaze out and went downstairs, 
but fifteen minutes later they 
heard a noise and found the attic 
all ablaze. The flames had broken 
through the roof by the time the 
firemen arrived, but they were 
soon extinguished, about $1,000 
damage being caused. 


Another house was afire on Oc- 
tober 25th. On that occasion the 
blaze was in the home of Daniel 
Alexander, on Atno avenue. An 
upset lamp was supposed to have 
started the fire, and by the time 
the alarm was sounded the upper 
part of the house was a mass of 
flames. The house was practi- 
cally destroyed and the fire jump- 
ed to the house of James Grove 
nearby, but was soon put out, in 
the latter instance without doing 
any real damage. 

On November 17th the firemen 


“thought they would have a real 
old-fashioned fire to fight.’’ The 
flames were shooting across the 
street when they arrived at 
George Randolph’s store, located 
on Early street. The fire was a 
bad one to fight, as it was under 
the weather boards of the house 
adjoining the store. The house 
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was a double one, and the side 
next to the store was unoccupied. 
It took the firemen about an hour 
to quench the blaze, which was 
stated to have been caused by one 
of the usual methods in the old 
days—an overturned lamp. 

The firemen “had a busy Christ- 
mas of it, with two fires for which 
general alarms were turned in, 
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but neither was allowed to de- 
velop to serious proportions.’’ 
One was in Goldberg’s tailor 
shop, on Washington street, and 
the other was in the small cigar 
store next to Clifford’s old store 
on Market street. Neither fire 
turned out to be very serious, and 
both were soon brought into sub- 
jection by the volunteer firemen. 
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19°05 


1905 was a record year for fires 
and there were more. serious 
blazes in Morristown that year 
than probably any other single 
one in the tewn’s history. 

Indication that 1t would be a 
busy year for the Fire Department 
was given early in January. On 
the 7th, fire in the shoe store of 
P. Howard, in the McAlpin Block, 
did damage to the building and 
stock amounting to $3,000. The 
blaze was a brisk one, in a hard 
place to fight, and for a time the 
whoie block was threatened. wien 
the firemen were able to gee 
through the thick smoke they 
found the fire around the store 
side of the stairway to the rooms 
above. 

Another fire which might have 
proved disastrous occurred on the 
13th when fire started in Joseph 
Feldman’s tailor shop over Jos. ph 
Lusardi’s fruit store on the corne’ 
of- Park place and Market street, 
about 6:30 being caused by the 
upsetting of a Jamp, being used 
by one of the tailors. The flames 
spread rapidly and the heat was 
intense. A general alarm was 
sounded for the fire, but the 
Chemical,.first on the scene did 
good work and put it out. 

Tue greatest fire loss ever occa- 
sioned by a fire in this vicinity was 
on February 3rd, when ths east 
wing of Cedar Court, the magnifi- 
cent country uome of Otto H. 
Kahn, internationally famed bank- 
er, was destroyed with all its 
contents. The estimated dam- 
aged done by the fire was put at 
$750,000 ot which one-third was 
to the structure and the rest to the 
furniture included in which was 
one rug made in Egypt, especially 
for a 75 foot square room, and 
valued at $100,000. 

The fire started near Mrs. 
Kahn’s apartment from a defec- 
tive flue and an overhextea fur- 
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Lace and spread rapidly. When 
found flames were already thru 
the roof, and making rapid head- 
way. The farm hands fought the 
blaze and two apparatus were dis- 
patched from Morristown, no 
more being sent as the residence 
was outside the city limits. By 
hard work the men kept the fire 
to the one wing. the other being 
saved. 


The residence was erected in 
1900 by Avraham Wolft, on one 
of the most prominent sites in 
Morris County at a cost of uearly 
half a million. 

The roof of Beach’s carriage 
shop, a false aJarm, an overheated 
chimney and a woods fire, were 
small fires for which alarms were 
sent in in March and April. On 
Mav ist there was an alarm just 
“as the circus procession arrived 
at the park’’, and the firemen 
were called to Reeve & Burr’s for 
a small blaze, which did a lot of 
damage. The blaze was in the 
supports of a 6,000-gallon water 
tank, and these burned away and 


fell. Four firemen were pinned 
fast, but only one was sliguotly 
hurt. 


The barn belonging to Mrs. F. 
W. Merrell on Macculloch avenue, 
was burned on May 4th. Adjoin- 
ing barns were saved, the loss he- 
ing about $2,000. 

“About three o’clock on May 9th, 
the fire alarm called out the fire- 
men io the largest and most de- 
structive fire in point of buildings 
consumed that Morristown has ex- 
perienced for years. The fire 
started in the rear of the Youz:.¢s’ 
property on Morris street, by tha 
U. 8. Express Companv’s stables, 
and before the firemen arrived, 
had spread to several adjoining 
buildings. A stiff breeze was 
blowing, and everything being 
dry as tinder, -rculean efforts 
were required to confine the fire 


FIRES. OF (‘THE ’PAST- IN’ MORRIS TOR 


to the immediate neighborhood. 
As it was a half score of build- 
ings caught fire and a vigorous 
watch had to be kept on buildings 
a long distance away.’’ Children 
started the fire, it was believed. 

During the progress of the fire 
a second alarm was sounied for 
Thomas W. Cauldwell’s barn on 
Elm street, which caught fire from 
a flying cinder. The barn was 
burred doxzn at a loss of $2,500 
but, the firemen were able to save 
the Cauldwell house nearby which 
was severa:i times on fire. 

The old Memorial wsx#ospital 
building moved across the street, 
and owned by C. M. Drake, was 
gutted, G. H. Ross lost i: shop, 
James McKee lost a barn, occu- 
pied by H. M. Salkind as a store- 
house for plumbing supplies, two 
barns were burned that were 
owned by W. H. Enslee and John 
H. Youngs Jost a barn and a car- 
penter shop. <A two story brick 
dwelling owned by John Morandi 


was also ruined. 

The uninhabitated old Canfield 
House on Speedwell avenue was 
afire on May 22nd, two apparatus 
being called and fighting two 
hours and a half before getting the 
fire under control. The plce had 
stood longer than the oldest resi- 
dent of the town could remember 
at the time and was built before 
1820. 

anere were three fires and two 
general alarms on the Fourth of 
July the largest one being for 
some fireworks which went off in 
Martin Farino’s store on Speed- 
well avenue. On August 28th con- 
siderable damage was done to a 
one-story building on Water 
street, belonging to T. J. Meskill 
Fire in a lounge, one in the George 
A. M-lls’ mill, and a false alarm 
kept the firemen occupied in Sep- 
tember. 


In October there were also many 
fires but none serious. While an- 
sweriog one of the alarms, Prince. 
one of the handsome grevs of the 
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Chemical Engine was badly cut as 
the driver pulled them onto the 
sidewalk to avoid a _ collision. 
Duke, the other horse, escaped un- 
injured. 

A destructive fire which in ad- 
dition to considerable property 
damage resulted in the loss of a 
life, occurred on November 25th. 
The explosion of gasoline in a 
dyeing and cleaning establis!:ment 
on Market street, owned by J. L. 
Janeski, and operated under the 
name of Madame Helene, was fol- 
lowed by a destructive blaze in 
whickr Mrs. Helene Fleischtel was 
killed. The Jensen building in 
whicb she was working, the frame 
storehouse adjoining, occupied 
and owned by Tompkins & Welsh, 
a building on Market street, own- 
ed by W. A. Lauenstein, and one 
on Bent street, owned by Frank 
Rodlei, were all destroyed in the 
fire. 


When the fire was finally out, 
after two hours of hard work, the 
firemen searched through the 
ruins and the charred body of the 
victim was found under some lum- 
ber. Five partly empty cans of 
gasoline were found, the total 
quantity being estimated at be- 
tween fifty and one hundred gal- 
lons. The total loss was put at 
$5,000. 

The row of fraine buildings op- 
posite High street, belonging to 
the G. F. Cornell estate, were 
badly gutted on December 38rd at 
one o’clock in the morning. The 
fire ‘‘was one of the worst that 
the local firemen were ever called 
upon to fight, as it was impossible 
to get at it from the rear of the 
buildings owing to their situa- 
tion.’’ , 


Tne fire apparently stwrted in 
the rear of J. M. Levien’s store 
and then spread to Friedman’s 
shoe store and A. W. Kayhart’s 
barber shop. Over the stores liv- 
ed the Hoovers, and they karely 
got out without being suffocated. 
The fire played havoc with the 
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rear of all the buildings but did 
very little damage in front as the 
firemen had a stream on the blaze 
in front as soon as it appeared. 
At about 2:39 the fir2 started 
up fiercer than ever just when it 
looked to be well under confrol. 
The firemen only worked the 
harder and finally put the blaze 
out, stopping it at the Cooney 
Building, where it burned a large 
hole in the roof. Fortunately 
there was no wind blowing or else 
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all that side of Speedwell avenue 
and Water street might have heen 
wiped out. 

On December 21st, there was 
the last general alarm of the year 
for a fire ‘‘that had all the ear- 
marks of an incendiary one, in the 
residence of John Kirk, at 62 
Madison _ street.” The firemen 
soon put the blaze out, the loss 
$700, being mostly occasioned by 
water. 
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1906 


As usual, after an especially 
active year for the firemen, the 
following one was comparatively 
quiet, and the year of 1906 fol- 
iowed out this axiom. 

The first general alarm was 
sounded on January 28th, for a 
fire in the clothing store of Rosen- 
berg, at the corner of Speedwell 
avenue and High street. The 
smoke from the fire filled the 
rooms of Mrs. Stiles’ boarding 
house, which was directly over the 
store, and about 2:30 A. M. the 


boarders were all aroused ‘‘and 
ran into the _ street screaming 
fire.’’ Three streams of water 


and 15 minutes of work quench- 
ed the fire. The loss was small, 
being mostly from water damage 
to the store. 

The residence of Max Mintz, on 


Speedwell avenue, was afire at 
two o’clock in the morning of 
February 28th. The flames 


spread rapidly in the high wind, 
and the house was speedily gut- 
ted. The house was erected many 
years before, and was long known 
as the Witte place. Later it was 
run as a hotel, known as the Sin- 
clair House. Then the tract was 
cut up, and the house and part of 
the estate came into the hands 
of Mintz. 

Fire, starting in the wardrobe 
of John J. Hart’s residence on 
Maple avenue on April 21st, did 
little damage, but called out hun- 
dreds of people, who ‘‘went away 
disappointed that the flames were 
kept inside of the room, which 
was in the rear of the house.” 

A workbench afire a_ blazing 
bed, the destruction of a stable, a 
false alarm and an old-time fire 
at the gas house kept the firemen 
busy during May and June. On 
July 5th three pieces of appara- 
tus were dispatched to Morris 
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Plains for a $15,000 fire, which 
started at two o’clock in the 
morning, and wiped out a greater 
part of the business section of the 


village. Thrée buildings were de- 
stroyed, including the Morris 
Plains Hotel. The local firemen 


did good work and saved the ad- 
joining Clarke building. 

“The Morristown Fire Depart- 
ment enjoyed the unique distinc- 
tion yesterday of being the only 
company ever called out to extin- 
guish a bird’s nest.’’ The fire was 
started by a stroke of lightning, 
and there was a whiff of smoke, 
but no blaze, and.nothing for the 
firemen to do, although they all 
turned out in the driving rain, 
ready for action. 

The most serious fire of the 
year occurred on August 13th, 
when the Crane Building, on 
Speedwell avenue, containing four 
stores, with apartments above, 
was burned early in the morning 
of August 13th, by fire of un- 
known origin. By the time the 
firemen arrived the rear of the 
upper section of the building was 
all ablaze, and the flames were 
rapidly working their way front. 
Tt was impossible to get at the 
building from the rear, and this 
handicapped the firemen a lot. At 
3:15, when the fire had been 
going over an hour, it looked as 
if the place would be burned to 
the ground, but the firemen kept 
at it, and by five o’clock Chief. 
Fox was ready to sound the “‘out’”’ 
bell. 

The fire was the third in the 


_building in eight years, and this 


time caused $13,000 damage. The 
first fire occurred when the old 
Folly building was burned, and 
the second three years previous. 

The fire department was called 
out on September 18th for a triv- 
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ial fire, but before the excitement 
was over a blaze was seen towards 
Green Village, and word came 
that it was Theodore Badgeley’s 
place, near Silver Lake. A big 
barn and carriage shed burned, 
the chemical doing good work ia 
saving the granary. 

The residence of Mrs. George 
F. Stone, on Washington avenue, 
was damaged by fire and water on 
October 17th. The day was also 
Inspection Day, so no one had to 
wait for afternoon for the fire- 
men to cover themselves with 
glory at the usual tests. The fire 
was extinguished before the house 
was seriously damaged, but the 
whole front had a dilapidated ap- 
pearance at the finish, as the re- 


sult of fire, smoke and water. 

The firemen returned to their 
houses after putting out the 
Stone fire, which started at 10:30, 
and by 1:30 were all cleaned up 
and ready for the inspection, such 
an extraordinary effort that at 
the next meeting of the Board of 
Aldermen resolutions of appreci- 
ation were passed by the town 


fathers and sent to each fire com- 


pany. 

The last general alarm of the 
year was on November 6th, for a 
small barn on Speedwell avenue. 
A bright blaze in the sky indi- 
cated a fire of alarming propor- 
tions, but such didn’t prove to be 
the case. 
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1907 


Two men were sentenced to 
State Prison in 1907 for starting 
one of the largest and most 
threatening fires that ever occur- 
-red in Morristown. froperty to 
the value of $25,000 in the centre 
of the block bounded by Washing- 
ton, Bank, Ann and Court streets, 
in the heart of the town, were 
destroyed in the fire, which was 
set just before one o’clock Sunday 
morning, March 24th. 

“Buildings facing on all four 
sides of the square were threat- 
ened and in some cases damagzed, 
and that all on Court street, par- 
ticularly, were not swept away 
seemed almost miraculous. The 
buildings burned were of light 
material, and the place was full 
of pieces of burning | shingles, 
often as large as one’s hand, and 
which were carried by the fierce 
wind as far as Budd street, so 
that householders on Western 
avenue and Phoenix avenue had 
to keep a sharp watch, and were 
in momentary fear that fires 
would be started with the firemen 
all engaged and unable to attend.”’ 

The fire was started in an old 
barn, known as the Daniel McKay 
barn, a few minutes after the po- 
lice had made a tour through the 
lane leading from Washington to 
Ann street. When the alarm was 
sounded the barn was a mass cf 
flames, which reflected from the 
windows of the Bell Building. A 
brisk southeast wind was blowing, 
and the flames soon communi- 
eated with adjoining barns and 
sheds, ‘‘and in a very brief time 
the most svectacular fire that had 
been witnessed in many years 
was in full progress.” 

The fire spread in all direc- 
tions, but more rapidly toward 
Court street. Dutton’s garage 
was soon gutted. This structure, 
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of brick, proved the keystone for 
the firemen, and by it they were 
able to prevent the spread of the 
fire toward the Tapkaow bowling 
alleys and Bank street. North- 
ward the flames’ spread, the 
height of the conflagration being 
reached as they attacked the large 
barns of the Mansion House liv- 
ery stables and sheds. The in- 
tense heat and flying embers from 
the barns set fire to the roofs of 
eight houses on the south side 
of Court street, and one on the 
north side, which developed into 
quite a stubborn blaze, it saking 
an hour to put it out, for as fast 
as one fire was out on the roof 
another would be started by the 
burning embers, which filled the 
air. 

By three o’clock the blaze was 
everywhere under control, but it 
was not until an hour later that 
“back taps’? were sounded. When 
the citizens viewed the ruins the 
following day nothing but admira- 
tion was heard regarding the 
work done by the firemen in stop- 
ping so threatening a blaze. 

The individual losses were too 
numerous to be mentioned here, 
but, strange to relate, of all the 
horses kept in the numerous 
barns and stables burned, but one 
was destroyed by fire. 

It was not until April 19th that 
it was definitely found out that 
this serious blaze was of incendi- 
ary origin. On that evening there 
was a small fire in the Washing: 
ton Engine Company’s house, 
after which the police arrested 
two members of that fire com- 
pany. One of the men denied 
starting the fire, but the other 
admitted his guilt and accused 
his fellow prisoner of starting the 
serious fire that burned in the 
rear of Washington street and the 
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one in an old barn in the rear of 
the Trimmer Building on March 
24th. 

The arrests were the cause otf 
much excitement, and “the gen- 
eral subject of conversation on 
the street, and the police were 
much pleased, as they believed 
the mystery surrounding the re- 
ecnt fires bad been cleared away — 
Later developments resulted in the 
men receiving State Prison sen- 
tences for their actions. 

The first fire of the many that 
were to take place during the year 
occurred the very first day the 
firemen being called at 2:30 A. M. 
to the residence of Mrs. Selvage 
at 18 Belleview Terrace. The cause 


of the blaze was a mystery but it 
did plenty of damage before he- 
ing put out the interior of ‘he 
house being badly gutted. Gne 
fireman, David Williamson, was 
badly hurt with broken glass, and 
had to be assisted home. 

There was a small fire in the 
Washington House on the 1671 
while on the 22nd the handsome 
residence of Mrs. Stone just below 
Washington’s Headquarters was 
for a second time almost devastat- 
ed by fire. The house had just 
been thoroughly renovated since 
the former fire but it had to be al! 
done over again. 

Another of the fast disappeari: ¢ 
ancient landmarks of the town 
was destroyed by fire on the 27th 
of the same month. An overheated 
stove pipe in the farmhouse on tte 
old Whitney Farm just outside the 
city limits on South street near the 
race track caused a fire which des- 
troyed the old house completeiy. 
There was a keen cold wind blow: 
ing and only one line of water 
was available but despite thes 
handicaps, together with numercus 
lengths of rotten hose bursting, the 
firemen worked for five hours he- 
fore they were defeated and ine 
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building finally burned to the 
ground. 

The destroyed house was neariy 
a century old. “Some years ago 
it was rumored that a keg of gold 
coin was buried in the cellar. At 
that time the place was unoccu- 
pied and several would-be fortunes 
hunters dug many holes in the cel- 
lar in their futile efforts to find 
the treasure.” 

On the way to this fire a seri- 
ous accident occurred to the First 
Ward Hose Company’s carriage. 
The apparatus skidded on the icy 
roadway in turning from Elm 
street into South street and an axle 
was snapped. Two members ci 
the company were thrown from 
the carriage with considerable vic- 
lence but both escaped serious in- 
juries although being painfully 
bruised. 

Another accident happened on the 
3lst when the Washington Engine 
Company’s carriage upset on tte 
way to a midnight fire on Water 
street and John W. Kane, a mem- 
ber of the company received a 
broken arm. A too sudden short 
turn caused the accident, the axle 
of the machine being badly bent. 
The fire was of small consequence. 

The old Schraudenbach Building 
on Washington street was damaged 
by fire on March 10th which last- 
ed from midnight to 3 A. M. Sun- 
day morning. The striking fea: 
ture “of the fire was the great 
volume of dense black smoke which 
it made.” This handicapped the 
firemen for a time but finally they 
found the flames shooting up in 
an areaway in the rear of the 
front hallway betwen the stores 
and when the water was poured 
on them the fire was soon brought 
under control. The main loss was 
occasioned by smoke and water to 
the furniture and stock. 

A fire in the rear of Trow- 
bridge’s garage, one in the barn in 
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the rear of the Trimmer Building 
and the big Washington street fire 
told of above completed the ‘monih 
of March, one of the most strenu- 
ous ones the local firemen ever 
experienced. 

In May there was a small fire 
on MacCulloch avenue. In June 
there were some barns and sheds 
burned, and also a house fire, but 
in no case was it necessary to call 
out the entire department. 

July was the month for burn- 
ing barns apparently, for no less 
than six alarms were for that 
cause. 

A small workshop on Abbett 
avenue, owned by Arthur Brown 
was burned down on July 3rd. On 
the 9th, a barn owned by Frank 
Linderberry was burned. The fire 
was made hotter and faster on this 
instance by the amotnt of hay and 
straw stored in the barn, and the 
fact that it was lined with tar 
paper. James Purtell’s barn on 
Cobb place was burned on the 
11th, it being stuck by lightning. 
Another barn was lost on the 26th, 
belonging to the L. E. Vogt Estate. 
Later in the day an old barn in 
the rear of the Rutan and Arnold 
store on South street, was burned 
and the next day at 3:30 in the 
morning a large barn on the 
Hitchcock place on MacCulloch 
avenue, was partially destroyed. 
This last alarm made the third in 
a little over 24 hours and in each 
case it was a barn that was afire. 

The stable, coach barn, a cow 
house and several sheds of Mrs. 
Stephen Whitney, of Morris 
Plains, were burned on August 
20th. The Morris Plains firemen 
were called and did good work 
with their pails, their apparatus 
having not yet arrived. The 
Chemical was sent from Morris- 
town and later the Humanes. The 


101 


IN MORRISTOWN 


next day all the firemen were out 


for a small cellar fire in the 


Chronicle Building. 
Some mischievous boys pulled 
in an alarm on September 28th 


from Box 34. ‘The hose com- 
panies had just cleaned their cart 
and equipages so that they would 
be in condition to compete in the 
horse show contest this afternoon, 
and as the result of the outrage- 
ous conduct of the boys, it has 
furnished considerable more work 
for the department.’’ 

The horse stables located on the 
property of Charles HE. Orvis, on 
Farragut place, were ruined at a 
loss of $6,000 on October 9th. The 
fire presumably started from an 
oil stove left burning in the apart- 
ment of the coachman who lived 
over the barn. 


The local firemen again went 
out of town on November 26th, 
when the Nurses’ Building for 
Women at the State Hospital was 
almost entirely destroyed, several 
of the nurses being injured by 
jumping out of windows in an ef- 
fort to escape. The fire was final- 
ly put out after the second and 
third floors were destroyed, and 
the first damaged by smoke and 
water. The loss was put at $20,- 
000. 


There were general alarms in 
October and November for two 
small fires in residences, and final- 
ly the last one of the busy year on 
Christmas Day. The final fire was 
in the residence of George S. Wil- 
son, on Franklin street. While 
all the firemen were summoned, 
they were not needed as the 
Chemical called on a still alarm 
had the blaze under control when 
the rest of the apparatus arrived 
in answer to an unnecessary gen- 
eral alarm. . 
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1908 


There were numerous fires in 
1908 but fortunately none of 
them entailed any great property 
loss, except two in the last month 
which caused about $20,000 dam- 
age. 

The first general alarm was 
sounded at an early hour in the 
morning of March 4th for a fire 
which destroyed the large frame 
dwelling, the property of the Lau- 
enstein estate, at 25 Market street, 
with all the personal property of 
the tenants. The upper part of the 
building was occupied by Edward 
Ridge, the expressman, and the 
first floor by Josepn Margarcinda, 
the shoemaker and Stephen Sally, 
bootblack. 

An overheated small _ stove 
caused the fire which spread rap- 
idly:and the entire building was 
soon a mass of flames. Three 
streams were used in saving ad- 
joining buildings of the telephone 
office, and ‘‘the new Roff restau- 
rant.”’ Several received badly 
burned hands from attempting to 
remove furniture from the doom- 
ed building. 

Fire partially destroyed a barn 
on Water street belonging to Miss 
Anna Mooney, on March 6th. On 
April 25th there was a small fire 
in a house on Race street. On the 
last day of the month the large 
barn on the J. W. Coe estate at 
153 Speedwell avenue was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. ‘Fully 
1,000 people were at the scene as 
it was generally thought at first 
that a number of the Speedwell 
avenue houses had ignited, as the 
blaze from a distance gave this 
impression.’’ 

There were two small fires dur- 
ing the summer and then on the 
first of August the department was 
called to extinguish a fire in the 
upper part of the house occupied 
by William Skinner, on Market 
street. The whole roof was aflame 
when the firemen arrived and it 


103 


took them nearly an hour to put 
the blaze out. On the 20th of the 
same month the firemen were 
called for an attic fire. 

On September 23rd a store be- 
longing to Nicholas Marinaro ‘‘and 
adjoining what is known as the 
old soap factory on the Whippany 
tiver, formerly owned by Dr. 
Flagler, was burned down.’”’ Three 
days later there was a fire on the 
top floor of a tenement house on 
Bank street. 

The striking of a match by a 
boy looking in a closet for a base- 
ball caused a small fire in the resi- 
dence of George Udall on October 
14th. On December 7th there 
was a fire in the old Speedwell 
Iron Works. ‘‘This was the first 
run to a fire made by the new 
Humane team. The horses work- 
ed admirably and established ful- 
ly their value to the fire equip- 
ment of the town.’’ 

The Crane Building on Speed- 
well avenue ‘‘was on fire again 
on December 11 for the fourth 
time and the heroic work of the 
firemen this time saved it from 
being a mass of ruins.’’ The blaze 
was discovered in the cellar of the 
grocery store kept by Drill & 
Tenzer, apparently being started 
by ‘‘mice chewing matches.’”’ The 
fire got a good start and the floor 
beams were ablaze and soon after- 
ward a draught caught the fire 
and set it to burning more fiercely. 
It worked into the barber shop of 
Work Brothers and turned the 
two stores into veritable fiery fur- 
naces. The apartments over the 
stores were also burned out be- 
fore the fire was brought under 
control after three hours of hard 
work. 

The last fire of the year on 
Christmas Day was probably the 
biggest of the year and occurred 
in the livery stables of William A. 
Lauenstein on Market street at 
about 9:30 in the morning. Smoke 
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was discovered coming from a 
front window situated in a hay- 
loft directly over the main en- 
trance and an alarm sent in. An 
immense volume of black smoke 
issued from the building and it 
was not until over an hour’s fight- 
ing that the ‘‘woodwork of the 
upper part of the building got to 
going and burst out into the first 
bright blaze.’’ There was so much 
hay which burned so long that it 
was not until three in the after- 
noon that back taps were sounded. 
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Outside of the loss to the build- 
ing and hay and grain, over 20 
sleighs were lost as well as many 
summer carriages. Eighteen horses 
which were in the stables were 
fortunately all brought out. The 
store house of Clifford & Belbey 
next to the stables was damaged 
slightly by water. heir loss was 
put at $2,000 while that of Mr. 
Lauenstein was estimated from 
$9,000 to $12,000. The cause of 
the fire was unknown ‘unless ic 
was from electric wires.”’ 
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1909 


The main event of 1909 from 
the Fire Department standpoint 
rather than any big fire was the 
appearance in Morristown of the 
first piece of auto apparatus in 
the form of a Simplex Auto Chemi- 
cal, on June 11th. 

As was fitting on such an aus- 
picious occasion, the members of 
Independent Hose Company, for 
whom the engine was designed, 
marched from their quarters to 
the Park where the new machine 
was Officially delivered to the 
Mayor and Fire Committee and 
then to the company. A mile and 
a quarter run to a blazing shanty 
on the Park tested out the appara- 
tus and showed its efficiency, the 
account of the day stating that 
the driver ‘‘was several times 
forced to slacken the speed of the 
machine because of the rough con- 
dition of the streets.’’ From the 
time of telephoning to the engine 
arrived and the fire was extin- 
guished, four minutes and seven- 
teen seconds elapsed. 

The first run of the new ma- 
chine was about two weeks later 
on the 26th, when there was a 
flash-up at the Morris and Somer- 
set Electric Company’s plant, but 
the auto chemical was unable to 
show its fire-fighting qualities. 
Two days later, however, it got its 
chance when there was a general 
alarm for a fire in a two-story 
barn belonging to Nicholas Mari- 
netta, on Race street. Despite its 
good work the entire structure 
was burned, the fire having had a 
good start when the alarm was 
sounded. Two horses were burn- 
ed to death in this fire. 

The earlier fires of the year 
were not many or large. On Janu- 
ary 12th, the upper stories of a 
house were completely destroyed. 
It was owned and occupied by 
James #oey, a painter, and was on 
Mendham avenue, a few feet be- 
yond the town line. The boiling 
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over of some fat caused a fire on 
January 21, in a house on Race 
street, but it was out before the 
firemen could respond. On May 
14th, the residence of John D. 
Canfield on Madison avenue was 
damaged. The roof on the front 
of the house was burned off and 
one or two of the second story 
rooms were damaged by the flames 
and the house received a thorough 
drenching. 

The second general alarm an- 
swered by the auto apparatus was 
on July 9th, when a spark from a 
passing locomotive set fire to the 
roof of the residence of William 
Booker on Willow street. It was 
soon put out, with the roof and 
the upper portions of the house 
alone burned. Three days later 
a similar fire occurred at a resi- 
dence on Ridgedale avenue, the 
roof catching fire from the sparks 
of a nearby brush pile. This blaze 
was out before the firemen ar- 
rived. 

“Through the ability of the 
auto-chemical to quickly answer 
a still alarm a $2,000 fire was 
caught at the start and extinguisn- 
ed with a damage of less than $25, 
was the statement of First Assist- 
ant Chief W. F. Day, acting Chief 
in the absence of Chief J. F. Run- 
yon, after the Chemical’s return 
from a call to the residence of 
James Dolan, on Clinton street.’’ 
This was on August 31, the fire 
being back of the wainscoating 
and having burned a ‘hole as big 
as a hat when the chemical ar- 
rived.’’ 

A mix-up of numbers caused 
serious loss that same night. The 
scene was Palaconia’s shoemaker 
shop on Morris street. The ‘‘red 
wagon’”’ of the Resolute Hook and 
Ladder Company, cand the auto- 
chemical answered first. It was 
seen that a general alarm was 
needed and someone rang the box 
at the Lackawanna depot. An- 
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other alarm was sent into head- 
quarters and rang from there with 
the result that the two numbers 
misled the firemen and by the time 
they arrived at the scene in suf- 
ficient numbers the fire had made 
big headway. 

The fiames seemed under con- 
trol but in the basement and on 
the first floor they got going again 
and spread next door to a clean- 
ing and tailoring shop. The fire 
“had possession more or less of 
three stores’? and then shot up to 
the second floor. Finally the blaze 
was conquered but not until sev- 
eral firemen had had narrow es- 
capes from fatal injury “by the 
falling of chimneys, timbers and 
walls of burning buildings.’’ The 
account says that “hundreds o.- 
people divided their attention be- 
tween the fire and the concert in 
James Park, some of them going 
and returning from time to time, 
but the band played on.”’ 

In September the auto chemical 
had two calis to Whippany. At the 
first the Whippanong Hall, the 
Town Hall and the Public Library 
building was burned, at a loss of 
$6,000. At the second there was 
a blaze in the machinery shed of 
the Morris County Brick Com- 
pany’s plant, which was destroyed 
at a loss of $25,000, more than 
40,000 new bricks being ruined as 
well as valuable machinery. 

On September 28tn the depart- 
ment was called for a small barn 
fire. One horse was burned to 
death, but nothing else of value 
destroyed. On December 4th there 
was a small fire in the home of 
Dr. Harry Vaughn, on Speedwell 
avenue, in which his wife had a 
lucky escape from death from the 
flames which leaped from a closet 
when she opened the door and set 
her hair afire. On the 20th of the 
month, Owen McCune and his wife 
and three children escaped from 
their burning home clad in noth- 
ing but their night garb. This 
house, on Evergreen avenue, was 
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completely gutted and little saved. 

On December 26th while the 
blizzard was at its height the fire- 
men were called out at two o’clock 
in the morning to fight a fire in 
the old St. Andrew’s Hotel on 
Morris street, opposite the D. L. & 
W. R. R. Station. he place was 
unoccupied and the fire started in 
the rear basement kitchen from a 
cause unknown although many be- 
lieved it was of incendiary origin. 
“Tt took some time for the appava- 
tus to arrive upon the scene as 
the snow was up to the horses’ 
knees in some places. The Reso- 
lutes were first to arrive with 
three horses hitched to the truck.” 

The auto chemical was delayed 
because there was a large snow- 
drift in front of the entrance to 
its building and tnis had to be 
shoveled out of the way first. 
Nevertheless it arrived second act- 
ing as a snow plow for the rest 
of the apparatus. There was a fine 
turnout of firemen tne account 
says, and they did good work, but 
in vain as the fire almost totally 
destroyed the interior as well as 
a large part of the exterior of the 
hotel. An adjoining house caught 
fire in the attic but the blaze was 
put out without any great amount 
of damage being done. 

There were two out of town 
calls for the Chemical during the 
last month of the year, making 
four in all in as many months. On 
the 23rd it went to Morris Plains 
for a fire in a large barn belonging 
to Mrs. Charles S. Ward. Earlier 
in the month on the 5th, the ap- 
paratus went to Peapack where 
there was a threatening fire which 
seemed likely to wipe out the 
whole town. The fire started in 
a combined drug and grocery store 
and a stiff breeze so fanned the 
flames that in a short time eight 
buildings were burning. The local 
firemen arrived in time to finally 
help check the blaze in a residence 
two hours after its start. The total 
loss was put at $50,000. 
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1910 


There was an unusually large 
number of general alarms in 1910, 
the biggest one being at the Whip- 


pany River Club, which was de- 
stroyed in July. The rest of the 
fires were comparatively small 
ones and the losses not heavy. 

Two fires of mysterious origin 
occurred on January 11th in a 
residence on Madison street, the 
first being answered by the chemi- 
cal alone and the second by the 
whole department. The cause of 
neither was ever found out and 
strangely no connection between 
the two fires was found. ‘Lhe sec- 
ond was the more serious one and 
caused quite a little work for the 
firemen. 

More serious than the blaze, 
however, was an accident in which 
five members of the crew on the 
Washington Hose truck had a nar- 
row escape from being killed by 
its overturning when turned 
sharply by the driver to avoid its 
hitting other apparatus which was 
blocking the street when if turned 
a corner. Two ambulances were 
sent for as it was at first feared 
that all in the accident might be 
badly injured. Fortunately only 
one, Edward Carr, was at all badly 
hurt and he not seriously. The 
truck was quite badly damaged. 

On January 26th William Mes- 
lar’s barn on Kenmuir avenue was 
destroyed. On February 3rd 
“what might have been a serious 
conflagration was averted by the 
quick work of the fire department 
when a blaze which had gained 
good headway was discovered in 
the shop of DuWayne Weaver, the 
painter.’”’ The firemen were han- 
dicapped for a while by not heing 
able to get at the blaze which was 
in the cellar. When the fire was 
finally extinguished it was found 
to have started in a box of oil 
soaked excelsior which had spon- 
taneously ignited. 
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Three women employed in the 


kitchen of Memorial Hospital had 
a miraculous escape from death 
when a hot water boiler exploded 
with terrific force shattering the 
doors, windows and even the walls 
of the building at about 11 in the 
morning of February 7. The 
cook, who was in the kitchen at 
he time, was the most seriously 
injured, being painfully burned 
about the face and hands. Some- 
one seeing the steam issuing from 
the windows thought the place 
was on fire and sent in an alarm, 
but the firemen were not needed 
as the injured women were treated 
right at the hospital and there 
was no blaze. 


At the end of the month some 
bed clothing caught fire in an at- 
tic causing a small blaze, and at 
the end of the following month, 
fire of unknown origin almost 
totally destroyed a barn on Mills 
street in which were 125 empty oil 
barrels. As they burned, the heat 
from the flames was so intense 
that the firemen couldn’t get near 
the barn for a time. Another 
small fire occurred on April 1, 
when there was a blaze in some 
barrels in the rear of Voorhees’ 
store on ~Bank street. A lot of 
excitement was caused in the Ital- 
ian section for a fire on April 28, 
which amounted to nothing al- 
though a general alarm was 
sounded. 

Lightning struck a house on 
May 21 causing a small blaze 
which an extinguisher put out. On 
June 2, the same means put out 
another fire in a house. Gas issu- 
ing from a service pipe, being put 
into a house on Water street 
caught fire on June 11. Another 
small fire occurred on the 23rd 
of the month in a house on Wil- 
low street. 

‘‘Another fire said to be the 
20th in 40 years on the property, 
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did some damage to the Crane 


Building on Speedwell avenue, the 
site of the old Folly,’”’ at 1:30 in 
the morning of June 27th. The 
fire turned out to be a small one 
in John Cattano’s shoemaking 
shop ‘‘as in previous cases the fire 
being of mysterious origin.” 

In July there were three small 
fires and then the biggest one of 
the year on the 21st when the 
Whippany River Club houses and 
stables were burned to the 
ground at a loss of $50,000. The 
loss was “half as heavy as when 
the house on the same property 
was burned in 1902.” 

“About 4:30 A. M., the men 
who sleep in the clubhouse were 
awakened by a loud crash. Tbey 
rushed out to find that the large 
turret on the roof over the ball- 
room had burned off and tumbled 
down.’ Word was sent for the 
Chemical, later the Humanes and 
finally a general alarm sounded. 

When the department arrived 
all the buildings which were ina 
connected group, were a mass of 
flames shooting in all directions.” 
The fire started in the roof over 
the ballroom, spread to the kitch- 
en and sitting room, then to the 
enclosed Riding Academy, Known 
as Tan Court, and then to the 
Squash Court. The latter was one 
of the most beautiful structures 
on the premises and cost $10,000 
to erect. The firemen tried to 
save the stables which were nearly 
a hundred feet away from the 
clubhouse but were unsuccessful 
as the heat was too intense. 


Forty-one horses and ponies in 
the stables were all saved after 
hard work, but large boxes of pow- 
der caught fire and exploded add- 
ing to the excitement and bullets 
also whizzed in all directions. At 
eight o’clock nothing was left 
standing except the brick walls 
which surrounded the front of the 
buildings, the chimneys and walls 
of the Squash Court. 


“The clubhouse was just outside 
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the city limits. Mr. Higgins resi- 
denee (which burned down in 
1902) was just inside the limits, 
the city line running between his 
house and what was then his 
stables.’’ 

There were two sniall fires in 
October and a false alarm in No- 
vember. A fire in a cellar of a 
house called the firemen out on 
November 14th. On December 
12th there was a fire in a toilet in 
W. K. Muchmore’s store in McAI- 
pin block that for a time appeared 
threatening as there was a good 
deal of smoke. In order to get 
the fire out the floor in the toilet 
was torn up and the boards were 
found burned half through show- 
ing that the flames were gaining 
headway. 

‘*A lighted lantern falling in the 
storage house of the Paragon Oil 


Company, situated alongside the 
Lackawanna Railroad tracks neur 
Ford avenue, caused that frame 
structure, with Alderman J. J. 
Gill’s paper mill and a coal shed 
belonging to Pruden & Burke to 
be destroyed by fire,’’ the morning 
of December 20th. The manager 
of the local branch of the oil com- 
pany was carrying a lantern about 
the place, when he slipped and 
fell, the lantern dropping into a 
five-gallon can of kerosene start- 
ing the fire. His clothing caught 
fire and burned one of his legs be- 
fore he could make his escape. 


Several explosions took place 
which helped to make the fire a 
picturesque one. “A stream of 
fire would be seen shooting up for 
over three minutes and it would 
then be followed by an explosion. 
The clouds of black smoke rose 
high in the air and a shower of 
sparks fell from under them like 
snowflakes.’”’ Another point of 
danger and excitement was caused 
by one whole side of the coal shed 
bursting out not far from where 
the firemen were standing. The 


fire which started shortly before 


seven was not finally put out until 
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nearly eleven so stubborn was the 
' blaze. The total damage was esti- 
mated at $6,000. 

The year closed with two alarms 
for fires in the home of Eney Gru- 
pelli on Flagler street. The first 
was at 3:30 in the afternoon of 
December 22, and the second ina 
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store on the morning of the 24th. 
Defective chimney flues caused the 
fires in both instances and many 
weather boards had to be pulled 
off to get at the fires. The dam- 


age at the first was $300, and at 
the second $5¢@ 
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Three big fires marked the year 


1911, as well as’ many smaller 


ones. The first ravaged the cen- 
ter of the block bounded by 
Washington, Clinton, Prospect 


and High streets; the second, a 
day later, gutted the two-story 
frame buildings on Speedwell 
avenue belonging to W. W. Cut- 
ler and Samuel Leonard, and the 
third almost totally destroyed 
the Crane building, on the old 
Folly site, on Speedwell avenue. 
The estimated loss in the three 
blazes was over $50,000. 

Fire Chief Fred A. Trowbridge 
handled his first fire, and a bad 
one, early in the morning of Janu- 
ary 21, when a call came to the 
branch store of the men’s fur- 
-hnishing establishment of Morris 
Rosenberg, at 48 Speedwell ave- 
nue. When the fire apparatus ar- 
rived the whole inside of the 
store was in flames. The firemew 
made quick.work. of it, however, 
and the blaze was soon out, the 
loss being mostly of goods, 
rather than to the building. 


In February a house roof was 
-afire, and in March there was an 
auto fire and a blaze on the top 
floor and roof of the home of 
Thomas Sheridan, at 104 Maple 
avenue. In April there was a 
fire in the cellar of the stationery 
store of G. M. Lambert, 
South street, but it was put out 
in short order, there being more 
smoke than blaze. 


The first of the year’s big fires 
occurred at 4:30 in the afternoon 
of May 10th. ‘‘The fire started in 
Oliver & Drake’s barn and store- 
‘house and spread rapidly, oil add- 
ing to it in the early stages, and 
the buildings and fences to which 
it swept being of frame and easily 
inflammable.’’ From the barn the 
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fire spread to the carpenter shop 
of Arthur H. Brown, located in 


the rear of his residence, at 9 


Clinton street. 


Ly this time the firemen had 
arrived, but there was lack of 
water at first and the fire gained 
great headway, spreading to the 
cottage of EK. C. Ward’s house, 
at 73 Washington stret. From 
there the fire progressed to the 
cottage, barn and storage shed in 
the rear of E. P. Fleury’s resi- 
dence, at 71 Washington street. 
“With all six of the buildings on 
fire at once, it was a spectacular 
sight. Throngs of people gather- 
ed in all the open space surround- 
ing the burning structures, and 
it looked like a big lawn party.” 

There was little wind, but nev- 
ertheless sparks were carried to 
a number of residences on Clin- 
ton and Prospect streets. Even 
at 5:30, long after the fire was 
gotten under control; a blaze was 
found burning on the roof of J. 
V. C. Parker’s house, on Prospect 
street. The latter fire had gotten 
such a start that it was necessary 
to tear off a large part of the roof, 
and the attic was gutted. Back 


‘taps were finally sounded at 6:50 


o’clock. 


The second big fire, with al- 
most as heavy a loss, occurred the 
next afternoon, when the Cutler 
and Leonard buildings, on Speed- 
well avenue, were gutted. This 
fire was discovered just after five 
o’clock, when a passerby noticed 
smoke coming out, although the 
proprietor was unaware there 
was any fire. 


The blaze spread rapidly to the 
apartment above the store, and 


then to the adjoining Leonard 
building, in the rear. On the 
other side, Smith & Foster’s 
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building caught fire, but there the 
fire was soon extinguished. The 
firemen worked very efficiently 
and the situation was soon under 
control, the fronts of the two 
buildings being little damaged, 
althcugh the interiors and rears 
suffered greatly. 

One fireman, William C. Fos- 
ter, substitute driver of the hook 
end ladder truck, was badly in- 
jured at this fire, being struck in 
the forehead by the point end of 
of an axe being used by a truck- 
man in front of him. Foster was 
taken to Memorial Hospital for 
treatment, where it was found he 
had received a_ severe scalp 
wound. 


The proverbial “‘three in a row”’ 
came on the next, the third day. 
“There was great excitement on 
account of the first two fires being 
such serious ones. Hundreds of 
people ran from all parts oi 
town.” The fire, however, was a 
small one, being located in a rub- 
bish heap on Washington street. 


After all this excitement there 
was a comparativ2 lull until the 
third big fire in the latter part of 
December. In June there were 
two alarms, a barn on Colles ave- 
nue being afire and a small blaze 
in the residence of Freeman Ay- 
ers, 29° Water street. In July 
there were fires in the horsesheds 
of the South Street Presbyterian 
Church and in a one-story frame 
confectionery store at the corner 
of Water and Hazel streets. 
There were no calls in August and 
put one in September for an un- 
occupied house at the corner of 
Maple avenue and Oak _ street 
which was partially burned. 


On October 6th fire ‘‘reached a 
barrel of kerosene oil and two 
barrels of lubricating oil threat- 
ening to blow up the stove and 
plumbing shop of the W. H. Mes- 


lar Company at 25 Washington 
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street.’’ The front part of the cel- 
lar was in flames but the firemen 
put out the blaze before it reach- 
ed the danger points. 

Two more alarms were sound- 
ed in October one for a fire in a 
bed and the other for a fire in a 
canopy over a bed. In November 
there was considerable’ excite- 
ment including one woman’s des- 
cent down a ladder by herself and 
the carrying of a sick baby down 
by one of the firemen. The blaze 
itself amounted to little. 

The third big fire of the year 
came a short time after three 
o’clock in the morning of Decem- 
ber 29th and ‘for the first time 
in the history of the Morristown 
Fire Department a second alarm 
was sounded for the same fire, to 
call out more help’. This was 
the ‘‘sixth time that the Crane 
building was on fire’’ and it had 
been badly damaged in former 
fires “but none compared in loss 
with this blaze.’’ 

The fire started, from an un- 
known cause, in the cellar of the 
shoemaker shop of Tony Alagna. 
From there the fiames spread to 
the barber shop of L. Palmenteri 
and to H. Drell’s grocery store 
and A. Golick’s tailoring shop. 
By 4 o’clock the whole building 
was in flames and the attendance 
of firemen so smail that another 
alarm was sent in for the pur- 
pose of securing more help. ‘“‘The 
night was the coldest so far of 
the winter’ and the wind killed a 
lot of the sound. These factors, 
together with the fact’ that 
Box 28 was pulled so often for 
small fires kept the attendance of 
firemen down. 


This second call was answered 
by large numbers of the firemen 


and they utilized the roof of the | 


Genung building which imposed 
a cement block wall to the flames 
as a place from which to pour 
water on the flames. The fire- 
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fighters were handicapped by the 
water freezing and hanging from 
them in icicles but they kept at 
it and after over two hours work 
finally had the fire under control 
at seven o’clock. 


The loss on the building was 
put at $14,000 as compared with 
$5,000 at the last previous fire 
there in 1908. The damage to 
was estimated still higher making 
the store keepers and tenants 
the total loss over $30,000. It 
was said that “the building was 
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destroyed beyond repair as it was 
completely gutted. A large part 
of the front, a portion of the sides 
and part of the rear walls were 
left standing but the beams were 
charred so badly that it is said 
they cannot be used again.”’ 


The same day in the evening 
there was another general alarm, 
the final one of the year, at 7, for 
a small fire in the “new Moglia 
building opposite the Lackawanna 
depot’. None of the fire appar- 
atus had to be used. 
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One of the biggest fires in sev- 


eral years broke out shortly be- 
fore nine on a biting cold morning 
in January 1912, and before it 
was quelled after five hours work 
had completely gutted the fine 
brick store and apartment struc- 
ture at 36 and 38 Speedwell ave- 
nue, commonly known as the 
Salny Building, at a loss variously 
estimated from $75,000 to $100,- 
000. 

The fire was discovered at 8:55 
A. M. January 5th, by a boy in tne 
employ of Salny Bros., in the base- 
ment coming from a large num- 
ber of packing boxes. Thinking 
the iire to be a small one the em- 
ployees rushed to fight it. As they 
found it becoming greater they 
telephoned for the auto chemical. 
The Sergeant getting the call 
stepped out of police headquarters 
and seeing the smoke pulled a 
general alarm. So rapidly did the 
fire spread that at 9:17 just 2: 
minutes from the time it was dis- 
covered it was necessary to sound 
a second general alarm, the sec- 
ond in a week’s time, the other 
being for the Crane building. 

Such dense smoke poured out 
from the cellar that the firemen 
could not get close to the seat of 
the fire. That fact coupled with a 
lack of steamer streams let the 
fire gain a good headway. At first 
the tenants in the apartments 
above the store watched the fire- 
men from below but soon the 
smoke creeped up through the 
whole building and the people 
were forced to the street with 
nothing but their wraps. 

“The weather was frigid with a 
strong wind and the water froze 
on the firemen’s clothing. Icicles 
hung from the rungs of the lad- 
ders and the hats of the firemen. 
Small fires were started so that 
the men could get warm occasion- 
ally.’’ 
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Very shortly the first floor of 
the store caved in with a heavy 
crash and the flames then climbed 
onto the second floor and shot out 


of the airshaft in the roof ‘“‘like 
flames from a factory smoke- 
stack.’’ The brick structure of 
Josepn Parmigiani was threatened 
and for a while it seemed bound 
to go. The firemen concentrated 
their efforts on it and saved it. 
When that was accomplished it 
was only a matter of drenching 
out the fire in the Salny building 
and that was accomplished short- 
ly before two in the afternoon. 
Fires broke out periodically there- 
after, even on the next day but 
the auto chemical was able to take 
care of all of them. 


After the fire it was found that 
the damage was more serious than 
first realized as the walls were 
left weak and would have to be 
pulled down in all likelihood. The 
shell was also weakened by the 
iron girders being warped. The 
ruins made quite an attractive 
sight as long icicles hung from the 
windows and cornices as well as 
from various parts of the interior. 

The Salny Building was erected 
in 1901 while the Parmigiani 
building adoining which was dam- 
aged to the extent of $7,000 had 
only been erected in June of the 
year previous. 

Wilbur F. Day had been ap- 
pointed Fire Chief by the Board 
of Aldermen at its meeting on 
January 1. Frederick A. Trow- 
bridge, who was chief the year 
previous claimed that his. term 
should continue under a tenure of 
Office act passed by the state legis- 
lature. Both ‘“‘chiefs’’ gave or- 
ders at the fire houses for the 
first few days of the year and 
there was a question for a few 
seconds as to who would handle 
the Salny fire. According to re- 
ports Mr. Trowbridge asked Mr. 
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Day if he was going to handle the 
fire or should he? Mr. Day said 
he was taking charge and Mr. 
Trowbridge gracefully withdrew 
ending the little squabble and pre- 
venting any friction, which would 
have hampered the fire fighters at 
their work of fighting the serious 
blaze. 

There were several more gen- 
eral alarms during January, but 
only in one instance was the fire 
of any consequence. A sofa, a 
roof, a feather bed, and then an- 
other bed, were on fire causing 
four alarms. On the 24th there 
was a blaze in Michael Bozzi’s 
grocery store, on the corner of 
Flagler and Race streets and ‘‘by 
the efficient work of the depart- 
ment the fire was confined to one 
floor.’’ Mice gnawing matches 
were believed to have caused the 
fire, which for a time threatened 
the building, being fed by olive 
oil dripping on the flames. 


In February, a large barn be- 
longing to William Dolan, on Clin- 
ton street, was destroyed with the 
loss of 14 carriages. The fire was 
the result of a bonfire in a dump 
in the rear of the barn. ‘‘The fire 
was one of the most spectacular 
ones often witnessed, the sparks 
leaping far into the sky, making a 
beautiful display, while the illum- 
ination against the white snow 
was most brilliant.’’ By good work 
the firemen saved the house near- 
by, although it was frequently 
threatened by the flying sparks. 

A fire of mysterious origin de- 
stroyed a small one-story frame 
store belonging to Joseph Pagano, 
a second-hand clothes dealer on 
Flagler street, in the evening of 
March 10th. Hot coals dropping 
from a stove in a bedroom set fire 
to the home of Edward Gramby at 
70 Water street on the 21st. Again 
on the 29th there was a fire in a 
house, this time caused by hot 
soot from a furnace being thrown 
into a wooden barrel. The fire 
amounted to little the main ex- 


116 


citement being caused by an 
aceteylene gas searchlight from 
the auto truck exploding, fortu- 
nately without injurying anyone. 

During this same month the 
1000th fire alarm was answered 
by Independent Hose Company 
since its organization. The thou- 
sandth blaze was a chimney fire 
on March 23rd, which was no 
more serious a fire than the lst 
one was—the burning of some 
railroad ties on Speedwell avenue 
on November 23, 1867. Five dif- 
ferent apparatus were used by the 
company during the period and in 
computing the number of alarms 
at a thousand both general and 
still alarms are of course included. 

At 2:35 A. M. April 2nd, a gen- 
eral alarm was sent in for a fire 
in the frame Fanshawe residence, 
‘“‘and when the firemen arrived it 
looked as if nothing could save the 
house.’’ The firemen pitched in 
and under capable direction kept 
the fire for the most part out of 
the house and of course saved it. 
The fire evidently started near the 
ice box on the back porch, and 
after sweeping it started to eat 
into the interior through the 
weatherboards. ‘“‘The suppostion 
was that the place was set afire.”’ 

In each of the next two months 
the Chemical was dispatched to 
other towns where fires were in 
progress, first to Morris Plains and 
then to Whippany. On June 19th 
a frame house at 11 Sussex ave- 
nue, occupied by two colored fam- 
ilies was almost completely gutted, 
‘nainters burning off the old 
paint, being reported to have 
caused the fire.’ On the 27th of 
the same month, there was a 
threatening fire in F. A. Trow- 
bridge’s auto garage in the rear 
of South street. Two still alarms 
and a general alarm were sounded 
for it but the fire amounted to but 
little. 


An oil stove exploded on the 


‘side porch of the Symes house, at 


the corner of Ann street and West- 
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July ist. The Chemical apparent- 
ly had the fire out but then it was 
round creeping up the partitions 
to the second story and the steam- 
er had to get to work as the hy- 
drant streams wouldn’t carry the 
distance required. By the time 
the fire was finally quelled nearly 
all the partitions had been chop- 
ped through and soaked with 
water, and all of the ceilings and 
walls were ruined. 

The firemen had a job finding 
a fire on July 4th which turned 
out to be in a small barn on 
Woodlawn avenue which was 
burned down. A week later there 
was a call for a fire in a bed. 
room on Spring street started by 
children playing with matches. 
The next call wasn’t until Sep- 
tember 18th when the barn in 
the rear of the old Seigler-Vail 
property on South street was to- 
tally destroyed and a barn owned 
by Dr. A. A. Lewis was partially 
burned. One fireman injured by 
a falling stick; a collision of the 
chemical with a private auto and 
a water fight between the two 
hose companies helped to enliven 
the occasion. 

The Ambrose stables Madison 
street were destroyed by fire early 
in the morning of September 
22nd, the fire being a spectacular 
one when the whole barn was 
ablaze. The fire was of incendi- 
ary origin one of the firemen find- 
ing a string which reached from 
the barn to Perry street 250 feet 
away. It was believed that the 
fire-bug somehow lighted a match 
in the hay by pulling on the 
string. 
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There were thirty-six vehicles 
in the barn in three tiers, an 
elevator being used to take them 


up and down. Only a few of 


these on the first floor were saved 
as the elevator caught fire be- 


fore it could be put to use: All 
of the twelve horses though were 
saved. The fire was finally put 
out at 4 o’clock at which time 
“the iron parts of the vehicles 
were a heap of junk and only a 
small portion of the stalls and 
the small office building were left 
standing’’. The loss was estimat- 
ed at $10,000. 


Inability to get men in answer 
to a still alarm resulted in a 
cow barn and straw barn on the 
Luther Kountze place being burn- 
ed up on October 6th early in 
the morning, at a loss of $7,000. 
On October 14th the attic and 
roof of the house of Jacob Rosen 
at 14 Harly street were destroyed 
and the rest of the house badly 
damaged by water. Looking for 
escaping gas with a lighted match 
nearly caused injury to a man 
on Race street on November 3rd 
and did make a little blaze which 
was out by the time the firemen 
arrived. 


The last fire of the busy 
year was for another blaze 
in the same house on De- 
cember 9th that time for some 
weatherboards catching fire from 
the thawing out of a pipe. Quite 
an argument was raised at the 
time over the fire box which did 
not ring properly but no satis- 
factory explanation was given. 


’ 
j 


; vy AY 


y hi elas vs ‘ y "4 Aru nie 
F } " he eres nate Sete 





Pree iO hee HE OP A ST IN MORRISTOWN 


1913 


After the busy years of 1911 
and 1912 the firemen welcomed 
the one of 1913 which saw many 
fires but only one really destruc- 
tive one in which two adjoining 
houses were gutted in mid-sum- 
mer. 


A fire caused by an over-heated 
stove gutted the barber shop at 
8 Market street on the 5th day of 
the year and on the 23rd there 
was 2 small blaze in a tailor shop. 
Neither fire amounted to much. 
The year’s first real fire was on 
February 6th when a large frame 
livery stable, belonging to Ed- 
ward McGoldrick, at 73 Madison 
street, was destroyed early in the 
morning. Daniel Kelly’s barn on 
the adjoining property was also 
almost totally ruined and the to- 
tal loss was estimated at $6,000. 


The blaze was supposedly of 
incendiary origin there being 
three distinct fires. The flames 
got a good start and ‘‘the whole 
top of the structure was ablaze 
when the two automobile appar- 
atus arrived’. For a time it 
seemed as if many houses in front 
were destined for destruction but 
they were saved “only by the 
bravery of the firemen who stood 
in the intense heat and fought the 
flames’. However, after forty- 
five minutes work and with the 
collapse of the McGoldrick struc- 
ture all danger was at an end. 


There were two fires in Febru- 
ary. The first was on the 14th 
in the barber shop of Vincent Di- 
falco, in Flagler street. The fire 
was a peculiar one and no con- 
nection could be found between 
fires in two closets separated by 
a third which was untouched. The 
second fire of the month was on 
the 27th being caused by an over- 
heated stove in a frame building 
at 81 Water street, occupied by 
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Pullio Mazzucco’s private school. 
March’s only blaze was in an out- 
house in the rear of the J. R. 
Runyon property on Maple ave- 
nue. 

A dormer window in the resi- 
dence of former Senator E. K. 
Mills was afire on April 8th and 
two days later a fatal tragedy oc- 
curred when Mrs. J. Dixon 
Thompson died from burns re- 
ceived when her clothes enveloped 
in flames from a bonfire in the 
rear of her home at 207 Speed- 
well avenue. The fire department 
was called but was not needed. 
On the way there was one of the 
usual races which, as on numerous 
occasions, resulted in an accident. 
This time the Washies hose wagon 
collided with an _ undertaking 
wagon. The hose cart was un- 
damaged but three on the hearse 
had narrow escapes from death 
when the whole front of the 
wagon was torn off. 


‘“‘A Sunday afternoon fire alarm 
at 5:45 not only summoned the 
fire department but called out 
over a thousand spectators.” The 
fire was On May 11th in the gro- 
eery store of Jacob Rosen at 104 
Speedwell avenue and the quick 
and efficient work of the firemen 
saved the frame building from 
complete destruction. “Much 
mystery is connected with the ori- 
gin of the blaze which started 
among some brooms. Five min- 
utes before the fire was first seen 
a number of boys were said to 
have run out of the store,’’ and 
they were believed to have start- 
ed the fire. 


The crashing of a chandelier 
dome in the other half of a 
double house on Chestnut street 
gave notice of fire to Mrs. Wil- 
liam Ingles on May 13th and she 
notified the fire department. Had 
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the crash not been heard it was 
likely that the whole house would 
have been destroyed. As it was 
the apparatus arrived ir time to 
easily quell the blaze. Just a 
month later a house on the same 
street occupied by John W. Ter- 
rell was half destroyed by a fire 
which started from some papers 
catching fire in a closet from 
a lamp. The family threw a buc- 
ket of water on the fire and think- 
ing it was out went back to bed. 
The fire had followed a waste 


pipe up to the second story, how-_ 


ever, and broke out anew with 
greater vigor. 

The firemen were called but 
owing to the steep hill only the 
auto chemical and auto truck 
could climb Plum street. The 
long lengths of hose had to be 
pulled by hand along the ground 
from Western avenue to the top 
of the hill, the horses being un- 
able to get up. After quite a 
hard struggle the firemen finally 
gained mastery of the blaze. It 
was this fire which started the 
movement for the extension of 
Chestnut street to Ann_ street 
which was finally accomplished 
thirteen years later. 


On July 3rd three of the ap- 
paratus was sent to the township 
for a fire which burned down a 
two-story frame barn belonging 
to Joseph Burke, on South street. 
On the 4th there was a small blaze 
at the Ennis Company’s yard oc- 
casioned by fireworks. On the 5th 
there was the third alarm in as 
many days. This time the blaze 
was in the residence of C. H. Pres- 
cott at 76 Western avenue, and 
‘four firemen were overcome by 
smoke.’’ The fire was confined to 
the butler’s pantry there being 
more smoke than flame. The or- 
igin of the blaze was held ‘‘very 
suspicious.’’ 

The busy month continued with 
a fire on the 10th in a building at 
41 Washington street, owned. by 
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the Lewis Pierson estate and 
again on the 22nd there was a 
call when ‘fire alarm box 96 at 
R. D. Foote’s estate on James 
street was rung for the first time 
in its history,’ The first being 
in a newly erected barn on the 
lands of Sarah C. Howlands. The 
structure was totally destroyed at 
a loss of $2,800. The barn was 
on the site of a barn which burned 
on December 28th, 1826, and was 
the fifth to be so burned at the 
same location. 

The sixth fire of the month, and 
the most serious of the year, oc- 
curred on July 30th at 1:30 in the 
afternoon when the residence of 
Mrs. A. H. Lynch at 62 Western 
avenue, was destroyed and also 
the adjoining one belonging to El- 
wood Prall. The total loss to the 
houses was put at $18,000. 


The fire started from a boy 
playing with safety matches on 
the second floor of the Lynch 
house and communicated to a bed 
Spreading rapidly. ‘‘The hydrant 
streams were, as uSually is the 
case on Western avenue, inef- 
ficient and the firemen had to wait 
until the engines were ready.” 
This delay allowed the fire to 
spread to the second building 
which was very close to the Lynch 
house. However, when the en- 
gine got to pumping, the blaze 
was soon brought under control 
and no other houses were threat- 
ened. 


There were two trifling fires in 
August and on the 2nd of Septem- 
ber the Chemical was sent to 
Kahdena where The Alpton, a 
large boarding house belonging to 
Mrs. R. B. Reilly, was reduced to 
a heap of charred wood at a loss 
‘of $20,000. Again on the 16th, 


the Chemical was dispatched out 


of town for a fire, this time when 
a barn was burned on the H. H. 
Topakyan. estate at’ Lake road. 
Not until October 13th was there 
another general alarm which was 
for a small fire at 40 Washington 


0 


\ 





FIRES OF THE PAST IN MORRISTOWR 


street. 

In November there were two lit- 
tle fires the second being in The 
Little Bakery. On the 21st, the 
large frame barn and_ “storage 
house of Benjamin Nicoll, on the 
Lake road, was totally destroyed 
by fire. Half an hour delay in 
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finding a fire hydrant was cesily 
and probably prevented the fire- 
men from saving the building. 

This turned out to be the last 
general alarm of the year, several 
calls for small fires in December 
being taken care of successfully 
by the Chemical. 
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The vear that marked the be- 
ginning of the World War also 
marked one of the biggest fires in 
years in Morristown when on the 
morning of Washington’s Birth- 
day, the Library and Lyceum 
Building on South street was 
totally destroyed by fire with the 
loss of some 50,000 books, it be- 
ing impossible to save practically 
anything from the blazing build- 
ing. 
The fire was: discovered about 
5:30 A. M., by the night man in 
Guerin’s livery stable who saw a 
little smoke issuing from the 
building and at once telephoned 
to police headquarters. Mean- 
time a milk driver passing by also 
saw the smoke and pulled the 
alarm from Box 73. Chief W. F. 
Day no sooner arrived than he 
saw the seriousness of the fire and 
ordered a second alarm turned in. 


Three powerful streams were 
- goon pouring water into the build- 
ing but ‘‘the massive granite 
walls only concealed the interior 
of the building which was of 
wooden construction.’’ The flames 
which had started in the cellar 
soon made their way up through 
the floor and spread through the 
building making a dense smoke 
which made it impossible for the 
firemen to enter the building. 


Two hours after the fire’s dis- 
covery it had eaten its way 
through the beams that supported 
the slate roof and the latter fell 
as the flames shot high in the 
air. Flaming brands fell upon the 
roof of the boarding house across 
the street setting it on fire, but 
this blaze was soon extinguished 
without any great damage being 
done. 


There was a lot of snow on the. 


ground but the weather didn’t 
hamper the firemen perceptibly. 
For over four hours or until ten- 
thirty the engines pumped before 
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' place. 


the blaze was finally pronounced 
under control but, one lot of fire- 
men had to remain all day ‘‘wash- 
ing down”’ the ruins. 

The cause of the fire was a mys- 
tery but it started in the cellar 
near the hot air furnaces, which 
were relics of the old South Street 
Presbyterian Church, taken from 
the ruins of that building after it 
had burned downed back in the 
70’s. 

The building was begun in 1875 
being designed by the late George 
B. Post, and cost $65,000. Be- 
sides containing the library, the 
building also housed the Morris 
Academy and on the second floor 
the Lyceum which, was the only 
hall in town for the showing of 
plays. 


Practically all of the priceless 
books were destroyed only a few 
momentoes being left after the 
fire. Other. relics lost included 
invaluable newspaper files and 
portraits by Weir of two of Mor- 
ristown’s foremost citizens of 
days gone by, Joseph Blatchey, 


who gave the land for the build- 


ing’s site, and William L. King, 
the association’s first president 
and a liberal donor to it. 


There were many other fires 
during the year but in comparison 
with the Library fire were com- 
paratively small. The year’s first 
blaze occurred on January 8th, 
being in the apartment of William 
L. White ,the oldest active print- 
er in the state, situated on the 
second floor in the rear of offices 
in the Hoffman Building on Park 
The aged printer was quite 
severely burned in ‘fighting the 
fire himself before the firemen ar- 
rived but once they came the fire 
was soon extinguished. 


For the first fire of the year 
Box 47 was rung whereas for the 
second, the alarm was just re- 
versed, the box number being 74. 
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The fire was in the single house 
at 86 Ridgedale avenue, starting 
in the laundry. The cold weather 
and brisk wind made it unpleas- 
ant for the firemen but they pitch- 
ed in and soon subdued the blaze. 

Later on the same day there 
was a fire in the frame house of 
Patsy Azzara, on Flagler street. 
The blaze was the second one 
there, the Auto Chemical having 
been called a few hours previous- 
ly on a still alarm. The damage 
done was placed at $2,500. The 
fires of mysterious origin were 
themselves of little moment but, 
they caused great suffering among 
the firemen, as the thermometer 
stood at three below zero. “It 
was a terrible ordeal’’ as the water 
froze on the men who became so 


cold ‘“‘that their limbs were 
numb.’’ 
The cold weather’ evidently 


caused a great many fires for 
again on the 18th the firemen 
were called for a good sized blaze, 
this time in the home of Mrs. 
Annie Walter at 15 Early street. 
“The firemen’s excellent fighting 
under Chief Day alone saved the 
dwelling from total destruction 
as well as rescuing surrounding 
homes from damage.” The fact 
that the fire had fifteen minutes 
headway before being discovered 
helped to make it difficult to ex- 
tinguish and three streams wash- 
ed the house an hour before the 
flames were completely conquered. 
“In the cellar were 18 inches of 
water, which before morning be- 
came an ice pond. Ice clung to 
the various parts of the house and 
icicles hung from the ceilings on 
the inside.’’ 


Another house fire occurred on 
February 3rd in the home of Fred 
Renigar, at the corner of Court 
and Ann streets, occasioned by an 
overheated stove. The woodwork 
and furniture in the dining room 
was badly charred by the time the 
blaze was put out. 


The first alarm after the Li- 
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brary fire was on March 18th, but 
neither it nor the fire on the 27th 
amounted to much. The latter 
was started in a waste paper bas- 
ket on the second fioor of the 
home of Dr. George E. Wright, at 
104 Maple avenue. It created 
considerable flame and smoke but, 
was out by the time the firemen 
arrived. : 

There was a small blaze at the 
Electric Alloy’s plant at 40 Water 
street on May 17th, which resulted 
in a general alarm and three acci- 
dents. Edward H. Kane had his 
leg broken, Charles H. Prescott 
was bruised about the leg and 
back, and William Ridge had his 
hand and wrist badly cut. All 
were firemen and only one was 
actually hurt at the scene of the 
fire. 

The stables of Samuel S. Den- 
nis on Miller road, were destroyed 
on June 8rd. Fire of unknown 
origin partially destroyed the 
barn of Jalmar Savo on Mills 
street, on the 7th. On the 22nd 
there was an attic blaze in the 
palatial home of John Claflin on 
South street. It started in the 
elevator shaft near the chimney 
and probably originated from the 
kitchen fire. Little damage was 
done by the flames but water de- 
stroyed the highly decorated di- 
ning room causing about $16,000 
damage. 

Fireworks caused a fire in the 


store of Frank Petrozzo, shortly 


after the 4th came in. On the 
23rd there was some smoke but 
no blaze. On the 8th oz the fol- 
lowing month, there was a small 
fire in a Water street home. For 
nearly two months there was a 
lull, the next general alarm not 
coming until October 2nd for a 
barn on the Elizabeth Dana estate, 
at 22 Madison avenue. The next 
day heard another alarm for a 
small blaze in back of a barn on 
Willow street. 

The first mention of the block- 
ing of the streets by automobiles 
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rushing to fires occurred after a 
trivial blaze on October 10th. ‘“‘Ac- 
tion was taken by the police” and 
a driver fined $2.40 for reckless 
driving. ‘‘Future racing to fires 
by autoists,’’ says the account, 
“will probably also be dealt with 
by the fining of the law violators,”’ 
but unfortunately such drastic ae- 
tion didn’t continue. 


Two apparatus were sent on Oc- 
tober 14th to the A. V. R. Wulff 
Cleaning and Dyeing factory on 
Woodland avenue outside of the 
city limits. The fire was caused 
by the explosion of a large quan- 
tity of gasoline from which Her- 
bert Bakely was severely burned. 
The factory was burned to the 
ground, the loss being estimated 
at $10,000. There were two 
small fires within a few days at 
the end of the month. One was.a 
fire in a dump and the other a 
blaze in a bureau drawer. 


“Morristown’s fire department 
won another battle with the flames 
early Sunday morning, November 
22, having a stubborn blaze, fan- 
ned by a stiff wind to contend 
with.” The frame storage and 
garage building of W. T. Enslee, 
in the rear of 70 Elm street was 
destroyed, and the flames threat- 
ened several other wooden build- 
ings in close proximity and also 
the brick buildings of Smart and 
Dempsey. 
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“As the apparatus turned out 
of their quarters the flames were 
shooting skyward, and it looked 
like quite a confiagration.’’ There 
were a lot of sparks and only the 
keenest vigilance prevented build- 
ings at some distance from catch- 
ing fire. The flames did spread to 
the roof of the Simmons building 
but the blaze there was soon put 
out. After three hours’ work the 
blaze was pronounced under con- 
trol. 

The finale of the year was on 
December 7th, when fire starting 
pehind a counter in the confec- 
tionery store of Joseph Parmi- 
giani next to the Palace Theatre 
about 5:30 in the morning, com- 
pletely gutted that establishment 
and considerably damaged the two 
apartments above. 

There was a sleet storm raging 
at the time of the alarm but, the 
firemen fearless of the elements 
turned out in large numbers. The 
interior of the candy store was 
enveloped in flames when they ar- 
rived, but the blaze was confined 
principally to that store most of 
the damage to the apartments 
overhead being done by water. 

The building afire was owned 
by Morris Rosenberg and Max 
Mintz and had been remodelled 
less than a year previous. The 
total damage to the building and 
stock was put at $4,500. 
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*There were no big blazes in 
town to record for the year 1915 
although there were many alarimns 
There 


though several calis out of town 


for the firemen. were 


for large and disastrous fires 


which were answered by some of 
the local firemen. 


The first call of the year was 
on the fourth day when an at- 
tempt was made by unknown per- 
sons to burn down the large club 
house of the Morristown Field 
Club on South street. The fire 
was confined to the lower part of 
the building used as a_ locker 
room. After the fire a large num- 
ber of burlap bags were found 
under the fioor of the building 
and it was among these that the 
fire started. 

The timely discovery of a fire 
and the quick response of the 
fire department saved the build- 
ing of Frank Ambrose at the cor- 
ner of Morris and King streets on 
the morning of the 14th. The 
damage to the building was slight 
but the loss in stock was $2,500. 

“Two frame store and apart- 
ment buildings on Speedwell ave- 
nue belonging to the Cutler Land 
Company and Martin R. O’Keefe 
were gutted by fire’ in the fore- 
noon of the 25th. The blaze 
started from the falling of a 
grate in a pot stove in an auto- 
supply shop, the burning coals 
rolling out on the floor and setting 
fire to the buildings. The total 
damage to buildings and contents 
was put at $15,000. 

The fire started in the auto re- 
pair shop of Herman Lowenthal 
in the Cutler building. It crept 
into the upper story and then 
into the O’Keefe building. The 
| intense heat kept the firemen back 
for a time but they finally put 
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the blaze out about an hour after 
the alarm had sounded. 


The Chemical was dispatched 
on March ist to the large resi- 
dence of Dr. James A. Campbell 
on Washington Valley road. It 
was able only to save the barn 
and the house was completely 
burned at a loss of $25,000. 


The second and third stories 
of the large frame building at 40 
Morris street were gutted on 
March 4th and water did consid- 


erable damage to the grocery 


store of C. Van Doren Deats on 
the first floor. The fire was a 
stubborn one and took an hour 
to extinguish. Difficulty in re- 
moving an elderly lady made quite 
a little excitement but was finally 
successfully effected. 


On the 11th there was a roof 
fire and on the 25th there was a 
small barn destroyed on Atno 
avenue. The final March fire was 
on the 30th when the barns of 
the F. H. Fairchild Company and 
the Public Service Gas Company 
on South street were burned. 
This blaze got away to quite a 
head start because the fire was 
seen by several but each one 
thought someone else had sent 
the alarm in. 

There were two fires on April 
19th. The first at two o’clock 
in the afternoon was for a blaze 
in a coal and wood shed and, the 
second about an hour later for a 
fire in the third story of the 
home of Mrs. M. L. Nixon at 13 
Pine _ street. One other fire 
came in April but “‘the fire- 
men had a run for nothing on 
the hottest April 25th in many 
years”’. . 

“Fire and smoke puffing up 
suddenly from an unknown source 
in the stableman’s quarters at 
the Mansion House stables re- 
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sulted in about $700 damage to 
building and contents,’ on May 
21st. The roof made the great- 
est part of the blaze and the 
reflection in the fog made the fire 
seem greater than it really was. 
Another out of town call for 
the auto chemical came on June 
2nd when another rural fire oc- 
casioned great loss. This time the 
large frame barn and farmhouse 
on the Julius Franklin estate on 
Sussex avenue were burned. The 
loss was estimated at $20,000. 
“Firemen had a long run at 
one o’clock in the morning of 
June 6th for a blaze outside the 
town limits on Ridgedale avenue.”’ 
The fire totally destroyed the 
large frame barn of the Whip- 
pany Sand Company, the _ build- 
ing being razed half an hour 
after the fire was discovered. 
There were small fires in Aug- 
ust and September and finally a 
call for help from the Morris 
County Golf Club. As the build- 
ing was outside of town only the 
chemical and auto pumping en- 
gine were sent. The fire started 
shortly after midnight while an 
informal dance was in progress. 
So rapidly did the fire spread that 
the participants scarcely had time 
to get out safely. The $75.000 
club house was destroyed. and 
nothing left standing next morn- 


ing but the locker room built 
only the year before. ‘‘The ori- 
ginal Morris County Golf Club 


house was destroyed by fire twelve 
years ago and the structure which 
burned this time was erected to 
replace it.” 

The next general alarm of im- 
portance was on October 2nd 
when ‘fifteen men, women and 
children were driven to the street 
by fire that destroyed a large part 
of the frame store and apartment 
building at the corner of Madi- 
son street and MacCulloch ave- 
nue’. Edward P. Guerin, a fire- 





man, had his left leg broken in 
two places by a falling chimney 
while others had lucky escapes. 

The fire started in the kitchen 
on the second floor and quickly 
shot up to the attic and roof. The 
heat was intense and a fifty gal- 
Jon can of gasoline in a shed 
back of the bakery on the ground 
floor exploded and shot flames as 
high as the building. “It seemed 
as if the entire street was ablaze 
and that the whole section was 
doomed. Fences and trees were 
burned but the firemen had the 
blaze subdued before any other 
dwelling caught fire.’’ 

Mrs. Delia Bishop, a crippled 
woman about 65 years old, was 
carried out of the building after 
the fire was subdued. It had 
been thought by firemen that she 
was rescued at first. Luckily she 
suffered only from shock and was 
unharmed by the flames although 
she expected to be burned to 
death when her cries went un- 
heard and unanswered. 

“Fires a week apart, says a 
newspaper account, in properties 
of the one family and both be- 
ing of mysterious origin have 
brought about an investigation 
by the fire and police authorities.” 
The second fire was in a large 
frame barn on Maple avenue 
which was gutted by fire on Nov- 
ember 4th. 

On December 8th the same 
barn was again afire and com- 
pletely destroyed this time. The 
fire was undoubtedly of incendi- 
ary origin as was the previous 
one and three persons were under 
the owner’s suspicion although 
they never were apprehended. 

The final fire of the year was 
on December 28th, there being 
a small blaze in the cellar of the 
repair shop of William Kappertz 
on Washington street. This fire, 
too, was believed to have been 
of incendiary origin. 
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One of the lightest fire years in 
some time was that of 1916 and 
there were no large fires’ to 
threaten the town. 

Outside of a call for a fire in 
a bundle of rags there was no 
real work for the firemen until 
February 9th when a blaze of un- 
known origin destroyed the large 
barn and sheds on the Washington 
Hotel property and lumber sheds 
and their contents belonging to 
Reeve and Burr. 

“Remarkable work by the fire- 
men who were handicapped in 
having only one steamer stream, 
saved the big mill buildings and 
prevented the flames from spread- 
ing through the entire neighbor- 
hood. The firemen were favored 
somewhat by the fact that there 
was not a strong wind blowing.” 

The fire started in the hotel 
barn used for storage only short- 
ly after midnight. Spreading 
- from there it ate its way along 
the hotel and mill sheds and final- 
ly set the mill itself afire. The 
flames rose high in the air mak- 
ing a reflection that could be seen 
for miles around. Fire Chief Ray- 
mond B. Troxell ‘‘urged his men 
on and they responded with a des- 
perate will to control the fire.” 
They were finally victorious, the 
fire being stopped before it had 
fairly penetrated the mill itself. 

On Lincoln’s Birthday there was 
a false alarm but on the 26th 
there was again a good sized 
blaze. This was at a store and 
tenement building at 126 Speed- 
well avenue belonging to A. Ro- 
senbaum. The contents were en- 
tirely ruined in the early morn- 
ing fire which lasted a little over 
an hour before the firemen finally 
mastered the blaze fanned by the 
strong wind which was blowing. 


The stores on the ground floor 
were quite badly gutted but the 
apartment above suffered little 
damage. 

For the second time in two 
months the welding works of the 
Kappertz Auto Repair Company 
were afire on the afternoon of 
March 7th, and burned for nearly 
an hour. The fire this time was 
in the temporary quarters of the 
works and some $2,000 damage 


-was done by the fire of unknown 


origin. Five gallons of gasoline 
exploded during the fire which 
“meant more patience than any- 
thing else as the firemen waited 
for the highly inflammable ma- 
terials to burn up.”’ 

In June and July there were 
two small fires, one out before the 
firemen arrived and the other at 
the vulcanizing shop of I. R. Wil- 
son & Co., on Morris street tak- 
ing little work to extinguish. On 
September 8th there was a terrific 
thunder storm and the house of 
R. H. Williams, Sr., was struck 
and set afire. The Madison Fire 
Department went to the scene but 
had to ask relief and two of the 
local apparatus was sent to assist 
it. The residence was gutted be- 
fore the fire was quelled. 

“The first general alarm of fire 
in several months’’ gave the fire- 
men a good run on November 10th 
for a shed and part of an unoc- 
cupied barn on Madison street 
which were completely destroyed. 
On the 29th some damage was 
done in an early evening fire 
when a shed on the Lyons’ estate 
on South street was burned to the 
ground. 

The final fire of the unusually 
uneventful year came on Decem- 
ber 26th when a bed in a Blatch- 
ley street tenement was ablaze. 
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TEN. YEARS MORE 


On page 11 will be found a 
chapter entitled, ‘‘Fifty Years.’’ 
That covers statistically the first 
fifty years of the Morristown Fire 
Department, since its organization 
in 1867, and serves as an intro- 
duction for the chapters which 
follow. All the data for the fires 
which occurred during the 50 
year period was secured from Mr. 
Voorhees’ scrapbook. 

But since he ended his laborious 
work of saving newspaper clip- 
pings and carefully pasting them 
in his books ten more years have 
passed away. The data for the 
fires in this ten year period had 
to be procured from reference to 
newspaper files and was conse- 
quently harder to obtain. 
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Before starting on the fires in 
this last period a resume of their 
number will not be out of place. 
There were in that decade some 
232 general alarms of all kinds in 
with 1291 alarms of all kinds in 
fifty years. In other words the 
yearly average now of generai 
alarms is practically as high as it 
was over a fifty year period for 
both general and still alarms. 

A year’s example will show how 
the work of the Fire Departinent 
has grown. In 1925 there were 
over 175 alarms, including. both 
general and still aarms, whereas 
in the fifty year period 1910 was 
the record year with cnly 80. 

The complete record for ‘“‘Ten 
Years More’”’ follows: 


General 
Alarms 











FIFTY YEARS A FIREMAN 


PRES 


One of the greatest fire scares 
in Morristown’s history occurred 
on August 26th and proved the 
most eventful incident of the year 
1917. 


The conflagration started about 
6 in the morning in the garage of 
Chester Henry on South street ut- 
terly demolishing ‘that structure 
and spreading to the roofs of a 
dozen houses in the neighborhood 
starting several threatening roof 
fires. The total damage amounted 
to approximately $25,000. 


‘““A dozen or more cars stored 
in the big garage located at 60 
South street were burned and 
buried in the debris of the fallen 
roof and walls of the old struc- 
ture. Families within a block or 
more of the scene in all directions 
were prepared to move their 
household effects to the street and 
the firemen of Morristown worked 
more valiently and with greater 
incentive than they have had 
cause to for many years.” 


. The fire which was started un- 
der an auto was. extinguished by 
the Chemical. All departed but 
the fire apparently smouldered 
and broke out again not being no- 
ticed until an hour and a half 
later or about eight, when the 
building was a seething furnace. 
Fortunately the strong wind of 
the night before had died down 
but there was still enough to carry 
sparks to the roofs of eight or nine 
houses and another garage. This 
gave the firemen plenty of work 
although the fire itself was con- 
fined to the building in which it 
started. All of the fires were fi- 
nally extinguished by 10:15. 
The year’s first fire was on the 
5th of January for a fire in the 
rooms of Harry J. Welsh who 
lived in a house on Columbia 
street. His apartment was quite 
gutted, while that on the first 
floor was badly damaged by water. 
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The origin was described as a de- 
fective fiue. . 

- A garage containing a Ford car 
belonging to William J. Romaine, 
of. Headley road, was totally des- 
troyed py fire on the afternoon of 
the 7th. ; 

Miss Margaret Touhey was 
burned to death in her home on 
the Mendham road at one oclock 
in the morning of the 21st. It 
was believed that she arose in the 
night and in lighting a lamp set 
fire to her clothes. Then probably 
to seek help she went downstairs 
setting fire to the house as she 
descended and dropped in a cor- 
ner at the front door. 

The firemen searched diligently 


for Miss Touhey during the fire, 


but their efforts were unsuccess- 
ful, the body not being found un- 
til daylight when it was charred 
beyond recognition. ‘‘While the 
fire was in the township the fire- 
men generally did not protest 
where there was life involved.” 


There was a mysterious blaze 
in a store at the corner of Morris 
and Elm streets, early in.. the 
morning of January 19th. Prac- 


‘tically everything in the store was 


either destroyed by fire or water, 
but the blaze was confined to that 
one store. 


On February 8, there was a 
false alarm and a month later a 
chicken coop burned. The next 
real fire was on the 26th of April 
when fire destroyed the entire 
stock and fixtures of the tailoring 
establishment of Joseph Feldman 
on Speedwell avenue. The under- 
taking establishment of William 
Van Liew, was also somewhat 
damaged. Ignited gasoline from 
gas caused the fire. 

Mrs. O’Keefe, cook in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Drake, at 13 
James street, had a narrow escape 
from suffocation by smoke Satur- 
day afternoon when the house 
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caught fire. She was asleep on the 
third floor and awoke to find the 
house afire. She made her way 
through thick smoke to the win- 
dow, screamed, and dropped un- 
conscious. A ladder was raised 
and she was rescued by the fire- 
men. The fire was put out with- 
out much trouble but not until it 
had damaged the place to the ex- 
tent of $5,000. 

In September a residence was 
afire on the 2nd and on the 22nd 
there was a morning fire in the 
building of D. P. McClellan, on 
Park place. The fire was caused 
by spontaneous combustion of oil- 
ed rugs and was confined to a 
twelve foot square space in the 
rear of the store. Damage by 
smoke was much greater than by 
blaze. 

Simultaneous with the ringing 
of the curfew on October 16th 
came an alarm for a fire in the 
rear of a grocery store conducted 
by Michael Bozzi in the Marinaro 
building on Flagler street. On 
the 28th, the house on Cutler 
street, occupied by Leon Freeman 
was visited by a bad fire at two 
o’clock Sunday morning. The fire 
started in a guest room on the 
second floor, probably from a cur- 
tain blowing against a lighted gas 
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jet. The fire gained tremendous 
headway before the firemen arriv- 
ed but they handled it well and 
soon controlled it. While going 
to the fire the truck of the Reso- 
lute Hook and Ladder Company 
skidded in turning a corner and 
the ladders extending from the 
rear were snapped off as they 
struclc a telephone pole. 

The early discovery of a fire in 
the cellar of the Morristown Inn 
prevented a serious conflagration 
on November 2nd. The blaze was 
found only a short distance from 
an air shaft that extended upward 
through the main building. The 
fire started in a closet in the boys’ 
room, where oil rags and other 
cleaning materials were stored, 
apparently from a_= carelessly 
thrown cigarette butt. A hose held 
the blaze in check until the fire- 
men arrived and made short work 
of it. 

An incendiary fire the last of 
the year was discovered near mid- 
night on November lith in the 
barber shop of James Christiano 
at 104 Speedwell avenue. The 
fire was found in the nick of time, 
the only damage being to the fit- 
ings and equipment of the shep, 
the rest of the building being un- 
injured. 
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The war year, 1918, was mark- 
ed by two extra large fires, those 
of the All Souls’ Hospital and the 
Reeve & Burr-Ennis lumber yards, 
which alone did $140,000 damage. 
The other fires of the year were 
for the most part like the usual 
run. 

After going four montns with- 
out a general alarm there was one 
on March 11th, the first of the 
year, for a chimney fire on Abbett 
avenue. 

The Tremallo Building on 
Fiagler street was gutted at a loss 
of $15,000 on March 24th. The 
fire was believed to have. been 
started by children at play. Some 
sheds were afire. first and from 
them the blaze spread to the cel- 
lar of the building and finally all 
through it. 


“The work of the firemen prov- 
ed to be the most efficient accom- 
plished in some time and under 
~the able leadership of Chief Ed- 
ward C. Mitchell and his aides, the 
men took hold of the situation and 
did all that was humanly possible 
to subdue the conflagration.’’ 

The lives of forty patients were 
endangered early in the morning 
of April 4th when fire was discov- 
ered in All Souls’ Hospital. Vol- 
unteers carried ou. the sufferers 
while the roof was a mass of 
flames and fortunately no one was 
further injured. The fire was dis- 
covered shortly after five o’clock. 
Its origin was undetermined but 
it apparently started in the kitch- 
en, from an overheated range, 
shot up the elevator shaft and 
through the roof burning down 
again toward the lower floors, the 
two upper ones being destroyed 
before the fire was under control. 

The low pressure of the water 
supply handicapped the firemen 
and as there was much work to 
be done Chief Mitchell ordered a 
second alarm to be pulled about a 
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quarter of an hour after the first 
one. Five streams were played on 
the blaze which at no time could 
have been said to have been out 
of the hands of the firemen. 

' The patients were temporarily 
removed to the Denman, house 
and the Sister’s Home. The more 
severe cases vere later transferred 
to Memorial House and Dr. Mills’ 


‘Hospital, where operations on ten 


cases were imperative. 
Estimate of the damage was 
placed at $90,000, as practically 


‘the entire building was ruined by 


the flames. What was not damaged 
by. fire was badly soaked by water, 
while part of the equipment was 
lost, though all on the lower floors 
were moved to safety by the vol- 
unteer workers. 


« The new hospital building was 
to be ready in a few weeks so the 
catastrophe hastened work of fin- 
ishing the new hospital, so that it 
could be occupied. The structure 
that was burned was used as a 
hospital since 1892. Previously 
it was the old Arnold Taven that 
sheltered Washington during the 
time that he was here in 1777. It 
was owned at that time by Jacob 
Arnold, a great patriot, who had 
come into its possession a few 
years before. 


The two-story brick building of 
Emil Bozzi on Nicholas avenue 
was badly gutted by fire on June 
20th, the blaze being discovered at 
12:50 A. M. As the building was 
unoccupied the cause of the fire 
was unknown. The whole interior 
of the structure was a mass of 
flames when the firemen arrived 
but they soon had it out. 


The most spectacular fire that 
Morristown had witnessed in many 
years destroyed several _ store 
sheds and stables in the rear of. 
the D. L. & W. R. R. Station short- . 
ly after five o’clock in the after- 
noon of June 27th, doing about 
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$50,000 damage. 
the firms of Reeve & Burr and 
C. W. Ennis Co., and Robert Dal- 
glish, the latter losing a barn. 
The blaze was going for some 
time before discovery and when 
found delay was had in sending in 
the alarm. All this, together with 
a strong breeze, conspired to 
make the fire a more serious one 


and when the firemen finally ar-. 


rived there was a mass of flames 
with high columns of heavy black 
smoke. So intense was the heat 
that the firemen found it hard to 
get close to the fire but they final- 
ly did, playing seven streams on 
the burning buildings. 


The fire was practically out in 
an hour, the firemen doing good 
work in saving nearby structures, 
but hosemen were kept on the job 
washing down the ruins until ten 
o’clock. The origin of the fire was 
unknown but it is believed that 
a cigarette butt carelessly thrown 
caused the conflagration. 


The losers were 


A morning fire on August 18th 
gutted the interior of a store on 
Speedwell avenue, run by Archie 
Cohen. The cause of the fire, 
which was put out in half an hour, 
was a mystery. 

In September there were two 
barns burned. The first was on 
the first day of the month when 
that of William Naumann’s was 
destroyed. The second was on 
the 6th when Dennis J. Kelly’s 
stables on Madison street were 
burned. 

The year’s final fire was on De- 
cember 29th when Smith & Fos- 
ter’s grocery store on Speedwell 
avenue was afire. There were no 
flames to be seen but lots of 
smoke. The fire started in the 
cellar probably due to defective 
wiring. The grocery stock was 
ruined and those in the apartment 
over the store were forced to flee. 
The new pumping engine of the 
Washington Engine Company was 
used for the first time at this fire 
and worked very successfully. 
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The Fire Department is gener- 
ally called out to dispense water 
but in 1919 one of the calls’ was 
for the purpose of helping mop up 
an. excess of water. 

The occasion was on the morn- 
ing of July 28rd when two large 
dams on the Whippany River gave 
way inundating the entire lower 
section of ‘‘The Hollow’’ in the 
vicinity of Water and Flagler 
street. It was the worst flood in 
the town’s history, surpassing the 
famous one of 1896. The firemen 
were called to help rescue families 
who were entrapped in the second 
floors of houses, the -water being 
nearly that high in certain places. 

The fire calls started on Janu- 
ary 11th, when there was a fire 
in the cellar of the paper store of 
Paul Winer, in the Miller Build- 
ing. On the 18th there was a 
small fire in a closet at 91 Speed- 
well avenue, and the next day an- 
other small blaze was discovered 
in the attic of David Salny’s 
house, at 50 Western avenue. 


Incendiary fire in the butcher 
shop of Pasquale Murello, at 86 
Water street, the morning of Feb- 
ruary 4th, gave the firemen a busy 
half hour. The fire started in the 
store with an explosion which 
blow out the plate glass window, 
and the flames were soon shooting 
up in the sky. Fire was also dis- 
covered in a stable some distance 
away from the store. Both blazes 
were extinguished shortly but not 
until the butcher shop was gutted 
and the apartment above it dam- 
aged. 

There was a small blaze in the 
house owned by John Garner, at 
the corner of Miller street and 
Phoenix avenue, on February 
26th. The two-story frame dwell- 
ing house, adjoining the store of 
Frank Petrozzo on Speedwell 
avenue, was gutted late in the eve- 
ning of March 10th. The family 
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escaped in scant attire as the roof 
and upper stories were being dam- 
aged by the flames. The origin of 
the fire was undetermined, but 
was believed to be incendiary. The 
structure that was burned was 
once a Congregationalist Church, 
later being turned into a dwelling 
house. 


Another fire probably Jf incen- 
diary origin burned the stable of 
Frank Rodler «ut 139 Speedwell 
avenue, Vhich was being rented by 
Joseph Tantal, a. cattle. dealer. 
The latter lost three horses and a 
cow. On April 6th an auto was 
afire; on May 11th some steam 
was thought smoke, and on May 
19th, a child caught fire but es- 
caped with slight burns. All three 
of these incidents resulted in un- 
necessary general alarms. The 
apartment of Max Kabacoff at the 
corner of Morris and _ Spring 
streets was slightly damaged on 
June 24th, there being a lot of 
smoke but little fire. 


An unusual incident occurred 
on August llth when a Dover 
woman lost on Madison avenue 
pulled an alarm. It was only ‘‘the 
second false alarm that has been 
turnd in here in twenty years.’’ 
On October 1ith, a baby playing 
with matches set a mattress afire. 

“Fire in the third story of a 
tin-roofed brick building gave 
Morristown firemen the semblance 
of a New York tenement blaze to 
fight,’’ the afternoon of November 
4th. The janitor’s home on the 
Church of the Assumption prop- 
erty was the scene. The blaze was 
confined to one floor which was 
badly damaged while the rest of 
the house was soaked with water. 

An auto was afire on November 
13th, while on November 29th 
there was a small cellar fire in the 
home of Charles H. Nuttle, on 
Western avenue. 


Just when it seemed that the 


year was to close without a single 
big blaze, the firemen were called 
out on the afternoon of Decem- 
ber 17th, for a fire which gutted 
the beautiful residence of David 


H. McAlpin, 2nd, on Madison ave- 
nue. The weather was around 
the zero mark and a cold, biting 
wind added to the firemen’s dis- 
comfort, and made it a most dif- 
ficult blaze. As fast as the water 
was forced from the hose it froze 
and the firemens’ ladders, and the 
floors of the house were coated 
with layers of ice, while the hose 
in freezing started to leak in many 
places. The blaze started in the 
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elevator shaft near the second 
floor, and from there shot up to 
the top of the building in about 
the same manner as at the All 
Souls’ Hospital fire. The fire 
worked into the partitions and 
when it seemed about out would 
break forth at a different place. 
When finally extinguished it was 
found that nearly the entire upper 
section of the two and a half story 
frame building had been burned 
while the rest of the house was 
badly damaged by the _ water. 
Practically all of the furniture was 
removed by the firemen during 
the course of the blaze. The loss 
was estimated at $15.000. 
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The first fire in a local moving 
picture house occurred during the 
year of 1920, and although it was 
not serious yet it was the largest 
fire throughout the whole year. 

The first fire occurred just five 
hours after the new Board of Fire 
Engineers went into office at noon 
of January ist. The alarm was 
tor a blaze in a pantry closet in 
the home of John M. Forbes, 125 
Madison avenue. 

The roof on the house of John 
Lonergan, Ridgedale avenue was 
afire on January 12th. On the 
19th of the same month the barn 
belonging to James Purtell, of 27 
Cobb place, was saved early in 
the morning. On February bth, 
an oil stove caused a fire at 100 
Speedwell avenue. 

The theatre fire came on March 
11th, at 11:30 in the evening, the 
stage of the Palace Theatre being 
damaged. The blaze was discov- 
ered about half an hour after the 
theatre had closed and was due to 
either defective wiring or a short 
circuit behind the curtain. The 
fire spread over the entire stage 
and the smoke was pouring from 
every opening and sparks were 
dropping from an upper front 
window when the firemen arrived. 
Their work seemed more serious 
than it really was and in half an 
hour’s time the fire was complete- 
ly out. 

A false alarm and a brush fire 
were two general alarms over the 
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week-end of April 4th, but there 


was a2 still alarm that was much 
more serious and might have 
proven quite destructive had the 
blaze .got the best of the fighters. 
It was in the cellar under the 
Johnson Pharmacy in the Babbitt 
Building, being started by a gas 
light. Fumes of burning sulphur 
made things worse for the fire- 
men, but the drivers of the Inde- 
pendent Hose Company, Elliott 
Lindquist and Patrick Geary, con- 
quered the dangerous fire almost 
single-handed. 


On May 5th some _ weather 
boards in a house on Flagier 
street were afire. This fire was 
similar to a number of others of 
the year, ‘“‘ a mighty difficult one 
for in single piece of apparatus to 
handle, but yet one which the 
lone machine proved equal to con- 
tend with.”’ 


Hight other alarms for small 
fires completed the year’s fire rec- 
ord. One was for a truck, another 
in a blacksmith shop, and a third 
for an ice plant. The last one 
was for the garage of Charles G. 
Van Gilder, which was gutted and 
an auto in it damaged. 


There was one special call near 
the end of the year when the 
Caledonian Mill at Whippany was 
destroyed at a loss of $350,000. 
The Washington Engine was dis- 
patched to that fire and did good 
work. 
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There were numerous ‘general 
alarms in 1921, but none of the 
‘fires were large. ones and.at many 
there Was nothing for the fir emen 
‘to do. Ae Satie 

In January there were fous 
alarms, two for stoves that were 
overheated, one for some sheds 
and the other for a fire in the 
cellar of an unoccupied house. 

There was a noon fire on Febru- 
ary 16th in the Nurses’ Home at 
All Souls’ Hospital. The fire start- 
ed in the trunk room, near the 
boiler rooms, from an overheated 
partition. It was a difficult blaze 
to fight between the walls. It was 
soon put out, however, with water 
causing most of the damage. 

Some stables afire, a chimney 
fire and some burning grass called 
out the firemen during March. On 
the 26th of that month a bicycle 
shed in the rear of a building at 
the corner of Flagler and Water 
streets burned. The feature of 
this call was the fire whistle and 
“there were mighty few people 
whom the prolonged blasts of the 
whistle didn’t awake.’”’ 


The residence at 141 Madison 
avenue, leased by Henry Alten- 
brand was nearly completely ruin- 
ed by fire on April 12th. The 
fire probably started from blazing 
papers which floated up the chim- 
ney as they were burned in an 
open hearth. The roof was burned 
off the house and water damaged 
the rest before the fire was under 
control. 


Three general alarms within 
twenty-four hours gave the fire- 
men 2 lot of excitement around 
April 13th. The last one was the 
only serious one being in the Mor- 
ristown Trust Company Building, 
shortly after the bank opened for 
the day’s business. The fire start- 
ed in a cloak room on the second 
floor and from there spread to the 
third floor. There was a lot of 


smoke making the. blaze appear 


more serious than it really was. 
The fact that a tin roof had to be 
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cut. hampered the firemen some- 
what.. 


On April 18th hee was a bad 


‘cellar fire in Harry Veghte’s Tire 


Store and the Decker Grocery 
Store, at the corner of Washing- 
ton and Court streets, at 5:30 in 
the morning. The cause was un- 
known and smoke and water dam- 
aged things considerably. 

“Making his way through 
flames and smoke in a fire which 
destroyed three buildings on 
Speedwell avenue,’’ early in the 
morning of May 6th, ‘‘Policeman 
Fred Roff rescued four children of 
Antonio Palmintieri. Clad in 
their nightclothes and having 
wrapped themselves in a _ table- 
cloth to prevent being choked to 
death by smoke, the youngsters 
were found by the officer. Roff 
picked up two of the children and 
with the assistance of Hugh Fitz- 
patrick got the other two out 
safely.’”’ 

The fire occurred at 1:45 A. M. 
in the store of Victor Hein and 
spread to the adjoining barber 
shop of Palmintieri. The firemen 
had hard work in saving the en- 
tire block from destruction but 
conquered the blaze after it had 
ruined three stores. 

The building was the same 
which was partially destroyed by 
fire twenty-three years previous 
when B. Friedman was thrown 
through the front window by a 
glass explosion and later died 
from his injuries. 

A root fire, a rear porch, a small 
garage, a small blaze in a barber 
shop, and two fires on the roof of 
the same house within four days 
kept the firemen more or less oc- 
cupied until November. On the 
19th of that month the residence 
of Albert B. Smith, 47 Morris ave- 
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nue, was gutted by fire which 
started in a barrel of rubbish in 
the cellar. 

The year’s last blaze, a spec- 
tacular one, was on December 
18th when a garage was burned 
on the Humphrey’s estate at Sher- 
man Hill. Two new autos and a 
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motorcycle were destroyed in a 
heavy rain and strong wind which 
fortunately was blowing away 
from the houses. gee 

Curiously it might be noted that 
five out of the last seven fires oc- 
curred between 3 and 4 o’clock 
in the morning. 
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The most spectacular and larg- 
est blaze in Morristown, since the 
burning of tue Library Building 
on almust the same day in 1914, 
occurred in the evening of Febru- 
ary 21st, 1922, when the Parker 
Building on South street was en- 
tirely destroyed by flames, at an 
estimated loss of between: $15U,- 
000 and $200,000. 


The blaze was discovered about 
10:45 by A. V. R. Wulff, who had 
an Office in the building, and he 
sounded a general alarm. The fire 
had a big start though before the 
firemen arrived and the explosion 
of chemicals hastened the fire, 
dooming the building from the 
start and forcing the firemen to 
exert all their energies towards 
saving adjoining buildings which 
they finally did. 

The firemen were hampered by 
the loss of the Washington Pump- 
‘ing Engine which had broken 
down the day before in going toa 
fire in Whippany, but were aided 
by the apparatus of Morris Town- 
ship. They worked hard and ran 
great risks due to the frequent ex- 
plosions which occurred in Car- 
rell’s drug store. Several firemen 
had the narrowest of escapes, only 
one being severely injured, Albert 
Norton, of the Washies, receiving 
a fractured leg. 


Fire Chief John A. MacIntyre 
directed the energies of the fire- 
men toward saving the nearby 
buildings, being aided with the ad- 
vice of out-of-town paid fire chiefs 
who were guests of the Washing- 
ton Engine Company at their an- 
nual ball, which was in progress 
at the time of the fire. So well 
were the chief’s orders carried out 
that only slight damage was done 
to the Dodge Building while only 
a partition in the Fairchild Build- 
ing on the other side was burned. 
The roof of the Redeemer Church 
Parish House across the street 


143 


caught fire at one time but fortu- 
nately there was no wind to carry 
sparks any distance. 


The firemen were kept busy 
most of the night and one com- 
pany was on the job until daylight. 
Even 24 hours afterwards the 
smouldering fire broke out again 
but was soon put out. From the 
front: of the building little evi- 
dence of fire was discernible the 
next day, but in the rear the full. 
damage could be seen as all the 
interior collapsed into the cellar. 


The Parker Building was erec- 
ted in 1888 by the Y. M. C. A,, 
and used by the Association until 
1913 when the present structure 
on Western avenue was ready for 
use. Since then it was purchased 
by the Parker Brothers and used 
to a great extent for their photo- 
graphic business. On the first 
floor were Wulff’s cleaning and 
dyeing office, and Eugene Car- 
rell’s drug store. On the second 
floor were several offices all of 
which were totally destroyed. In 
the adjoining Dodge Building the 
stores ot Jacob J. Davis, shoes; 
Frank W. Mulford, tailor, and 
Washington News Company, pa- 
pers and tobacco, all suffered con- 
siderable loss as did the Fairchild 
grocery company in the building 
on the other side. 


The first part of the year was 
marked by many fires but none 
of any consequence until the last 
half of the year, with the excep- 
tion, of course, of the Parker 
Building fire in Februry. In Jan- 
uary there was another fire in the 
Rubino Building on Washington 
street, the scene of many a hard 
fire to fight. A state truck burned 
in the Mansion House Garage and 
an attic was on fire. In Febru- 
ary there was an overheated laun- 
dry stove and a small blaze under 
a tin roof for the firemen to fight. 

The only alarm in March was 


FIRES) OF OTHE PAS TEN MIO Sci ae 





for a fire that was out when found. 
In April there were three false 
alarms or alarms for fires which 
were out before the apparatus 
could arrive on the scene. In May 
there was a Similar fire and on 
June 4th a false alarm. 

A miniature cyclone on June 
1lith gave the firemen some un- 
usual work and they responded at 
six o’clock for the call ‘5-5-5.’’ 
The windstorm had done thou- 
sands of dollars of damage to 
houses, autos, fences and trees 
which gave way before it, and 
many of the main streets were 
blocked with the fallen trees. 
Armed with saws and axes the 
firemen went out and helped clear 
up the debris. 

On the 15th of the same month 
the home of Emilio Bozzi, at 140 
Mills street, was badly damaged 
by fire of mysterious origin. The 
furniture on the first floor was 
completely ruined and the rest of 
the building suffered from water. 

Two fires in the morning of 
June 25, gave the firemen a lot 
of work. Just before one o’clock 
there was a call for a fire in the 
cellar of the Union Housefurnish- 
ing Company in the Palace Build- 
ing on Speedwell avenue. There 
was lots of smoke but little blaze. 
Many of the firemen were still at 
the firehouses talking when an- 
other alarm was sounded shortly 
before 3 A. M. 

The second fire was a more seri- 
ous one and burned the flour and 
grain warehouse of Frank Petroz- 
zo on Lackawanna place, and also 
the office and ice-house of William 
Losey. Many big lumber sheds 
closely adjoining were saved. The 
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flames shot high in the air and 
made a spectacular scene drawing 
quite a good crowd of spectators 
despite the untimely hour. 

Hay in the small barn of Morey 
W. Grant on Willow street, burn- 
ed on July 14th also making quite 
a big blaze. On the 25th there 
was another pretty night fire when 
the garage of George A. Mills, in 
the rear of his home at 143 Wash- 
ington street burned with the loss 
of several autos. 

Fire of highly suspicious origin 
damaged the upper part of a two- 
story brick building at 4 Nicholas 
avenue, owned by Emilio Bozzi on 
October 4th. The rear bedroom 
was a roaring furnace when the 
firemen arrived. They put the 
blaze out in good time and then 
found a wooden keg of gasoline 
nearby which fortunately hadn’t 
caught fire. 

The residence of Mrs. Sarah De- 
Coster, at 190 Speedwell avenue, 
was afire on October 18th, and 
sparks set the roofs of two other 
buildings at some distance afire. 
The roof of the DeCoster house 
was burned off and the ceilings 
watersoaked so that they fell in. 

There were two small fires in 
October and three of little conse- 
quence in November. On Decem- 
ber 6th a new record in the num- 
ber of alarms was set when the 
27th general alarm was pulled for 
a fire in the roof of.a double 
house. The year’s last fire was 
also on the same day when a lamp 
was knocked over. The feature of 
this latter fire was that the Court 
House bell went on a strike after 
sounding six bells and didn’t ring 
anymore until fixed. 
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The record number of general 


alarms for a year was again 
broken in 1923 when forty were 
sounded, or twelve more than the 
previous high mark. The ire loss, 
too, was very high and the fire 
department had a most active 
twelve months. 


The year didn’t start as if it 
would be a busy or a bad one and 
there was but one call in January, 
on the 18th for a fire in the home 
of Grinnell Willis on South street. 
It was necessary to rip up a lot 
of the floor to get at the blaze 
which for a time proved hard to 
get at. In February, however, the 
firemen received many calls and 
the year’s serious work really 
started. 

Fire totally destroyed a long 
frame building containing six 
stores and two apartments at the 
corner of Speedwell avenue and 
' Clinton place, and resulted in a 
two alarm fire on Sunday morning 
February 1lith. ‘Excellent work 
on the part of the fire department”’ 
resulted in the blaze netng con- 
fined to the one building. The 
damage was estimated at $35,000. 

The blaze was discovered about 
4 o’clock in the morning when a 
patrolman smelled smoke and 
then saw the blaze in the rear of 
the Martin Farino’s market. By 
the time the firemen arrived the 
fire had spread with amazing 
rapidity and Chief James D. Ball 
saw that the blaze was a serious 
one and ordered a second alarm. 

After the firemen had helped 
the families above the stores to 
escape it was evident that the 
structure was doomed and atten- 
tion was directed towards confi- 
ning the blaze to the one building. 
The firemen fought the fire from 
all sides using the new uncom- 
pleted Dorfman building to attack 
the blaze on the only side where 
the building afire joined another. 
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‘fought the blaze. 


Six lines of hose 
needed. 


“It was 4:08, when the first 
alarm was turned in, and for four 
hours, practically all of the time 
with a heavy snow falling, and the 
thermometer registering far below 
freezing, the volunteer firemen 
For hours after 
that the hosemen were on the job 
wetting down the ruins.’’ 


in all were 


The second early morning fire 
in two days occurred at 1:30 in 
the morning of the next day, the 
fire starting from some unknown 
cause in the cellar of a house at 
30 Prospect street, leased by M. A. 
Jones but unoccupied at the time. 
The fire was extinguished with the 
use of one line of hose. 

Just a week to a day, and nearly 
to an hour, following the Farino 
fire there was another Sunday 
morning fire right next to it, this 
time in the Palace building. While 
not quite as serious a blaze still 
the second one was bad enough, 
and two stores and three apart- 
ments were damaged by water and 
smoke. 

The fire started in the flooring 
between the first and second floors 
right over the bakery of H. J. 
Fitzpatrick and mushroomed in 
both directions over stores on 
either side and the apartments 
above. Once the firemen got on 
the job they made quick work of 
the blaze which did but $3,000 
damage. 

The Palace Building was located 
on the site of the old Folly Build- 
ing ‘‘and seems to have inherited 
its ill-omened reputation for 
fires.’”’ The blaze was the third 
since the erection of the new 
building. 

There were two other small 
blazes during the month and final- 
ly on the 26th a three-story frame 
building at 44 Morris street was 
gutted on the first and second. 
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fioors by a fire of mysterious 
origin. 

A small blaze in a news stand 
in March, a blaze in a residence 


and an attic fire seemed to indi-. 


cate a quiet month but finaily on 
the 29th there appeared in the 
papers the headline, ‘“‘eight fires in 
town and vicinity in 24 hours.”’’ 
General alarms were sounded for 
a small fire in a Linden street 
house and a larger fire in the resi- 
dence of Dr. J. F. Horn, at 139 
South street, which proved too big 
for the Chemical to handle, sev- 
eral holes having to be chopped to 
get at the fire which was in the 
partitions. 

The fires in nearby places were 
more serious, the big brick barn 
at the Physiatriec Institute being 
completely destroyed by fire of 
unknown origin, while the resi- 
dence of Robert Collins and the 
barn on the J. C. Layer Farm at 
Morris Plains were completely 
destroyed in two separate fires. 
While the Morristown apparatus 
didn’t go to any of these fires, the 
whistles and smoke in the sky 
made plenty of excitement. 


Twice in April there were two 
fires on the same day. On the 
21st there were two general 
alarms at practically the same 
time in different parts of the town 
but fortunately neither was of any 
consequence. On the 26th a seri- 
ous blaze in the Ennis lumber 
yards was found in time. Incen- 
diaries had started fires in two 
different places. Later the same 
day a barn was afire on Mrs. G. F. 
Cornell’s estate on 286 South 
street. Sparks from a bonfire set 
the fire, and when the firemen ar- 
rived the upper part of the barn 
was in flames and they had a hot 
fight before they extinguished it. 

In May a barn was afire, an 
auto was burned up, a shoe repair 
shop was damaged and the roof 
of a house was afire on the 23rd: 
For this latter fire the general 
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alarm was sent in answer to a 
call from the Police Headquarters 
for the first time since the occu- 
pation of the Vail Building as the 
town’s municipal building. 

The Simplex Chemical engine, 
the fire department’s first motor 
apparatus used by the Independ- 
ent Hose Company for thirteen 
years was replaced on May 22nd 
by a new Ahrens-Fox pumping en- 
gine with booster equipment. A 
satisfactory demonstration of the 
new apparatus was given and it 
was received by the town officials. 

Delay in summoning the fire- 
men when the fire was first dis- 
covered resulted in a good sized 
blaze in the Mintz Building on 
Speedwell avenue on the after- 
noon of June 19th. The fire, 
which had gained great headway, 
gave the firemen one of tuetr not- 
test fires in many years for a few 
minutes. All the roof was ablaze 
and it looked as if it would be a 
most serious fire with a roaring 
furnace threatening other build- 
ings. Seven streams of hose and 
plenty of water, however, conquer- 
ed the fire in less than an hour. It 
started in the attic and damaged 
the apartments on the second floor 
while water soaked the store on 
the ground floor. The cause was 
unknown. 


Six draught horses were burned 
to death in the Pruden & Burke 
stables on the night of July 11th. 
Flying sparks endangered other 
wooden buildings, coal sheds and 
houses but the fire was kept to the 
one building. The interior of the 
barn was a blazing furnace when 
discovered and this prevented 
much being done toward saving 
the structure. The cause was as 
usual unknown. 


The new fire whistle, after- 
wards nicknamed “the cow” 
brought the firemen out alright 
on August 1 when it was used for 
the first time. The old tower bell 
also rang making plenty of noise 
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although there was little fire. In 
the evening of the same day there 
were two alarms one before the 
firemen were through with the 


first fire. 

$20,000 damage was done to 
the lumber yard of Reeve and 
Burr. The fire was undoubtedly 
of incendiary origin and a 13-year- 
old boy was held on a charge of 
arson after admitting he’ might 
have started the fire. The blaze 
was the third time in a few 
months that fires had been dis- 
covered in the lumber yard and 
all were at about the same time. 
The firemen had quite a task on 
their hands for a time but they 
soon got it under control although 
the lumber continued to burn for 
several hours. Soon after the fire 
was under control another alarm 
was sounded and two of the appa- 
ratus were dispatched to the scene. 
There turned out to be no fire, a 
refiection from a bonfire having 
made it appear as if a barn was 
ablaze. 

Another arrest for arson, this 
time of a woman, occurred on 
August 19th. It occurred after a 
small fire in a home on Blachley 
place. Several other small fires 
occurred in the next two months, 
the next real blazes being in the 
early part of November. On the 
3rd, an oil stove exploded in a 
tailor shop; on the 4th a small 
barn and long shed in the rear of 
Grupelli’s residence burned in a 
spectacular fire; on the 6th there 
was a “most difficult fire in the 
cellar of the Parmigiani building”’ 
on Speedwell avenue under three 
small stores. Nearly a dozen fire- 
men were overcome by smoke or 
slightly injured in fighting this 
blaze. It was impossible to lo- 
cate the exact spot where the 
fire was so it was necessary to 
flood the cellar with several 
streams of water before the fire 
was extinguished. Most of the 
damage was done to the cellars 
and the stores on the first floor, 
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the apartments being untouched 
save for smoke. 


'.On the 9th there was a call to 

the electric shop.of W. W. Dean at 
31 Bank street. The fire got a 
good start and flames were shoot- 
ing through the shingle roof by 
the time the firemen could get to 
work. They made quick work of 
it though and only the upper storv 
of the frame building was gutted. 

The biggest fire of the year 
came late in the afternoon of 
Thanksgiving Day, November 29th 
when “The Mansion House, one of 
the best known buildings in the 
business section of town, was gut- 
ted in a spectacular blaze.’”’ Four 
persons connected with the hote} 
were held as material witnesses 
for an investigation into the cause 
of the fire which appeared to be 
of incendiary origin. 

“The blaze had gained tremen- 
dous headway when it was discov- 
ered, and the flames were breaking 
through the tin roof in the rear, 
lighting up the sky, when the 
alarm was sounded. The flames 
mushroomed through the building 
and it took three hours’ fighting 
to get it under control.’’ 

People returning from the Dov- 
er-Morristown football game dis- 
covered the fire which had a great 
head start and when the firemen 
arrived their early efforts to get at 
the fire through the front hallway 
were unsuccessful as they were 
driven back by the smoke and the 
intense heat within the building. 
The building had to be tackled 
from the outside therefore, and 
eight lines of hose were brought 
into play and three pumping en- 
gines worked for several hours 
before the blaze was brought un- 
der control. One fireman, Thomas 
Markey, had the ligament of a 
leg torn, as the result of a fall. 

The loss was estimated at $30,- 
00, mostly to the building. There 
was only a small amount of furni- 
ture in the building as most of it 
had recently been moved out. The 
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hotel had been remodeled in front 
and stores put in in place of the 
hotel porch. The building was 
originally erected by B. C. Guerin 
in 1878. 

The fire was the third big hotel 


fire in town both of the others be- | 


ing attendant with the loss of life. 
The New Jersey Hotel, on the site 
of the United States Hotel, was 
burned in 1841, one of the guests, 
a Mr. Bailey losing his life. The 
loss at that time was $200,000. 
The second fire was in the Misses 
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Hunter’s boarding house on the 
site of the Vail Building in 1881 
two women then being burned to 
death. 


The 40th and final alarm for the 
year was just a month later when 
there was a small blaze in a bar- 
bershop at 78 South street. Fol- 
lowing the fire the proprietor was 
jailed on a suspicion of incen- 
darism. It was a fitting end to a 
record breaking year of service for 
the fire department. | 
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The year 1924 saw quite a let 
down in the amount of work the 
Fire Department was called upon 
to do as compared with the year 
previous, and not only were there 
far less fires but also there were 
no really serious ones. 

One of the biggest fires of the 
year happened on the very first 
day of the year when the old 
Jacqui Mill on Cole avenue was 
badly damaged in a spectacular 
hight blaze. The fire started in a 
frame elevator and spread to an 
adjoining brick building. The en- 
tire inside was a roaring furnace 
before the flames broke forth and 
the fire was discovered. The slate 
roof collapsed, soon after the fire- 
men arrived, with a crash due to 
the intense heat. The fire was 
easily confined, however, to the 
two principal buildings recently 
cleaned out for remodelling as a 
candy factory. The loss was put 
at $25,000. 

There was a cellar fire a week 
later in a building at 205 Speed- 
well avenue. In February there 
was a false alarm and a one story 
frame candy store burned on Nic- 
holas avenue. In March an auto 
was afire and in April a bonfire 
set a barn afire. There were no 
fires in May but four in June. 

The first was on the 15th, when 
the tailor shop of Peter Mirabello, 
at 91 Speedwell avenue was des- 
troyed and the adjoining electrical 
shop was damaged by smoke and 
water. There was lots of blaze 
for a time but three streams of 
water made quick work of it.. 

There were four still alarms 
and one general alarm in the short 
space of four hours on June 24th, 
but there was no need of the gen- 
eral being sounded. Gasoline afire 
and a smoky stove made the other 
two alarms of the month of roses. 

An auto truck was afire in July 
while in August the 13th general 
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alarm of the year was sounded for 
a fire at 13 Mt. Kemble avenue, 
in the residence of Paul R. Burke. 
A defect in the wiring caused the 
blaze which badly damaged the in- 
terior of the house. 

An auto again was the cause of 
an alarm in September while on 
October 12th there was a blaze in 
the Mutual Beef Company store at 
41 Speedwell avenue, the timely 
discovery of which prevented a 
serious time. There were thick 
clouds of smoke when the firemen 
arrived but only one line of hose 
was necessary. On the 22nd there 
was a cellar fire in the home of 
M. A. Doyle at 106 Mapie avenue. 

The rear room on the third floor 
of the Zeek building at 63 Morris 
street was afire on Saturday eve- 
ning, November 6th just as the 
theatre was getting out for the 
first show. A pan of gasoline was 
ablaze and made it look as if the 
fire was a serious one, but it did 
not turn out to be a bad fire and 
was soon extinguished. 

The DeCaro building on Wash- 
ington street was gutted in an 
early Sunday morning fire the next 


‘day. The frame structure located 


at 35 was unoccupied and the 
cause of the fire was of mysterious 
origin. Six lines of hose were laid 
but the firemen kept the fire con- 
fined to the one building and had 
the blaze out in an hour’s time. 
The garage and storehouse ad- 
joining the former Speedwell ave- 
nue garage was afire at midnight 
on the 29th. There were a lot of 
flames for a time but it was soon 
controlled. On the 5th of the last 


month of the year there was a 


small fire in a dry goods store on 
Flagler street at 2:40 in the mor- 
ning. The final fire of the un- 
eventful year was on the 27th 
there being some rags ablaze in 
the cellar of a Speedwell avenue 
store on Saturday night. 
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The year of 1925 saw compara- 
tively few fires but there were two 
good sized ones, one coming in 
each of the last two months of the 
year. The first was in the old 
National Iron Bank Building on 
Washixgton street, while the sec- 
ond was in the G. A. Mills wood- 
working mill on Dumont place. 
The total loss in the two big fires 
was approximately $60,000. The 
year was also unusual in that two 
persons were burned to death dur- 
ing its course. 

The first of these fatal tragedies 
occurred on the morning ot Febru- 
ary 26th when John Nolan, 40, an 
invalid was trapped in his bed- 
room on the second floor of a 
house at 94% Mac Culloch ave- 
nue, and burned to death. ‘‘Ef- 
forts of neighbors to rescue the 
man proved futile as the smoke 
and flames drove them back as 
they vainly attempted to enter the 
room.” The fire itself was con- 
fined to that one room. 


There were four small blazes in 
March, one on a roof, another in 
some old bags, the third in a field 
and the fourth in Winer’s paper 
store on Hast Park place. 


The smash-up of the. Hillside 
apparatus of the Morris Township 
Fire Department on May 9th re- 
sulted in a call being sounded for 
the local fire department for a 
‘blaze in the W. B. Axford resi- 
dence on the Whippany road just 
outside of the town line. The ac- 
cident to the township apparatus 
occurred right opposite the depot 
the machine crashing into a truck. 
One fireman was injured but not 
seriously. As a result of the de- 
lay the blaze was going quite 
strongly when the firemen arrived. 
The whole roof was afire but a 
few streams of water soon brought 
the fire under control. 

There were three fire alarms in 
July, one for an auto, one false 


and the other for a small fire 
which damaged the upper part of 
a frame building on the corner of 
Morris and King streets. This 
latter fire was occasioned by an 
electric iron being left burning for 
several hours. 

The following month was quite 
similar with three alarms again 
and only one of any moment that 
being on the last day of the month, 
when there was a cellar fire in the 
residence of Michael Sandelli at 
221 Speedwell avenue. There was 
dense smoke but little fire. 


An empty house on Court street 
was afire on October 8th. On the 
23rd .a four-family frame build- 
ing on Race street was guited by 
fire which proved unusually stub- 
born, taking a couple of hours to 
extinguish. Harry Dunlap, one of 
the firemen, was quite painfuilly 
burned by a backdraft and had to 
be removed to a hospital. 


The year’s first large fire came 
early in the morning of November 
24th, when the top floor of the 
Washington Building, formerly 
the National Iron Bank Building 
at 10 Washington street, was gut- 
ted and the three lower floors 
soaked with water, and badly 
damaged. “It is believed that the 
fire started from a cigarette butt 
carelessly thrown in a wash room 
on the third floor some time dur- 
ing the day.’’ When the appa- 
ratus began to arrive thick clouds 
of smoke were pouring down into 
the street and it was evident that 
the firemen had a tough fight on 
their hands in quite cold weather. 

The men speedily got to work 
and laid many lines of hose. Ad- 
joining buildings were used as 
vantage points from which to pour 
water onto the burning building 
and by heroic efforts the firemen 
kept the blaze confined to the up- 
per floors. The fire was finally 
quelled but it was eight o’clock 
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before the firemen were finally 
through over four hours after the 
fire’s start. 

The damage outside of that on 
the fourth floor was mostly by 
water to the law offices of Kign & 


Vogt. The floor burned was oc- 
cupied by three architects, Freder- 
ick S. Smith, Arthur §S. Pierson 
and Edward Howell. Others suf- 
fering loss were N. C. Toms, M. R. 
O’Keefe and H. C. Pitney. 

Mrs. Lena H. Roy, for many 
years engaged in the millinery 
business, was found burned to 
death on the morning of Novem- 
ber 30th. Her clothes apparently 
caught fire from a match she was 
using while lighting a gas heater. 
For some unknown reason the 
apartment did not catch fire and 
there was no fire call. 

The main structure of the 
George A. Mills Woodworking 
plant was gutted by a serious two- 
alarm fire which started about 
5:30 in the evening of December 
llth. The firemen had an unusu- 
ally difficult blaze or their hands 
owing to close proximity of near- 
by buildings and they had to work 
two hours before bringing the 
blaze under control. The damage 
wa sestimated at $45,000. 

Fortunately ‘‘for Morristown 
the fire occurred at an early hour 
in the evening and when weather 
conditions were almost ideal, 
there being no heavy winds or 
even a slight breeze to carry 
sparks nor even cold weather, 
such as the day previous to handi- 
cap the firemen.’’ Numerous ten- 
ements and other frame buildings 
close to the mill were not endan- 
gered although they surely would 
have been had the weather been 
different. 
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The machine of the Independent 
Hose Company came very close 
to being seriously damaged or des- 
troyed at the fire when an explo- 
sion occurred from a lantern being 
held too close to gasoline that was 
being poured into the machine. 
Prompt action by the driver saved 
the machine although by so doing 
he was slightly burned. 

The store of Michael Sandelli at 
88 Speedwell avenue was afire 
early in the morning of December 
18th. The fire started in the rear 
and worked up through the ceil- 
ing to the apartment overhead. 
The fire was quite smoky but was 
controlled by the firemen after 
about half an hour’s work. The 
building was owned by Martin Fa- 
rino and had just been rebuilt by 
him about a year previous follow- 
ing the destruction of the preying 
frame building. 

Two roof fires, one at Beach’s 
shop on Market street on the 28th 
and the other the next day at C. M. 
Floyd’s house at 13 Lakeside 
place, ended the year’s service for 
the department. 

The three pumping engines 
were all used and seven streams 
of hose were played on the build- 
ing. The tin walls and roof pre- 
vented the fire from breaking out 
except at one place in the roof but 
this handicapped the firemen in 
getting at the blaze. At first the 
fire was in the rear center of the 
building but from there it spread 
in both directions. After nearly 
two hours work the fire was prac- 
tically all out except in the corner 
near the water towers and the en- 
gine rooms. The fire was finally 
conquered there too just when it 
seemed likely that the supports of 
the water tank might give way. 


/ 
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Rather more important to the 
Fire Department than the num- 
ber of fires in 1926 was the fact 
that the year marked the addi- 
tion of two fine new pieces of fire 
apparatus to the department, one 
going to the First Ward Hose 
Company and the other to the 
Humane Engine Company. Be- 
sides this the value of the depart- 
ment was further augmented by 
the opening of a new reservoir on 
Jockey Hollow Road which in- 
creased the water pressure ap- 
proximately 25 per cent. 

The enforced use of soft coal 
with many resultant roof fires 
was responsible for a record num- 
ber of alarms in the year when gen- 
eral and still alarms both were 
considered. The number of gen- 
eral alarms did not equal the rec- 
ord year of 1923 but the aggregate 
number of alarms of both classifi- 
cations has never yet even been 
approached. * 

There was one of the usual New 
Year’s Day calls but this time it 
was a mistake the fire being at 
Morris Plains. An awning was 
ablaze on the 16th for the first 
fire in town. The next one was 
on February 10th when a barn 
at the corner of Abbett and Ever- 
erecn avenues was burned in a 
spectacular evening blaze. The 
firemen had to plow through 
snowdrifts to get to the scene but 
were able to save houses closeby. 

Washington’s Birthday is an- 
other day on which there seems 
to be yearly fires and generally in 
public buildings. This time there 
was a fire in the Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church on 
Spring street at 1:30 A. M. The 
blaze was caused by an overheated 
furnace and did considerable dam- 
age before being extinguished. 
Two hours later the same box, No. 
22, was rung again. Many fire- 
men thought the fire had broken 
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out again but it turned out to be 
an entirely separate blaze in an 


apartment of a colored family in 
a Blatchley street tenement. 


There was one other fire in 
February for a roof and then seven 
general alarms in March included 
in the list being a fire in the 
water tank on the top of the Y. M. 
©. A., a small blaze in Leo Kap- 
pertz’s machine shop on Washing- 
ton street and several roof fires. 

In April there was a fire in a 
baby carriage in a house and then 
a fence ablaze. On the 18th a 
frame garage on Sussex avenue 
was burned. This was the 100th 
fire of the year, when general and 
still alarms both were counted. 
By September this number had 
been increased another fifty. 


Box 254, not then listed, was 
sounded on April 24th for a small 
garage on Hilliary avenue. On 
May 6th there were two alarms 
for one roof fire on Speedwell 
avenue. The first really bad blaze 
was on the 19th when fire badly 
damaged the building at the cor- 
ner of Sussex avenue and Henry 
street at 2 A. M. The fire was of 
suspicious origin and was the sec- 
ond in two months the roof being 
afire in March. 


In June a car and two roofs 
were afire. In July on the 27th 
quite a busy hour was spent by 
the firemen when seven houses 
were ablaze and the old Jacqui 
Mill was damaged by fire. The 
old mill property had been un- 
used since the fire which burned it 
on the first day of 1924. The 
fire started there and _ blazed 
brightly when the firemen arrived. 
A breeze suddenly sprang up and 
earried the embers through the 
air setting the roofs of seven 
houses afire at various time, some 
of them being as far away as 
Spring street. All were speedily 
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put out and no serious loss was oc- 
casioned. 

There was a chimney fire that 
month also and in August a truck 
burned, and two false alarms were 
sounded. 

On September 3rd an explosion 
in the residence of Patsy Muta- 
rello at 91 Morris street, set that 
house and the ones on either side 
afire. The residence of C. M. 
Drake was quite badly gutted 
while that of Mrs. Margaret Far- 
rell was not so badly damaged. 
That no one in these latter two 
houses were injured by the explo- 
sion was most fortunate. The fire 
was going good when the firemen 
arrived and the three houses were 
all ablaze. Some fine work con- 
fined the blaze to these buildings 
and in about an hour the fire was 
under control. The explosion was 
believed to be an incendiary one, 
as shortly before people were seen 
to leave the Mutarello house which 
though furnished was at the time 
unoccupied. 

Following the Bell building fire 
there were no more alarms until 
the 29th of October an interval of 
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about seven weeks. The alarm 
was at noon time for a blaze ina 
third floor apartment in the Green 
Building on Washington street. 

The evening of the same day at 
the Vail Municipal Building the 
two new apparatus were officially 
turned over to the town and the 
fire. companies. The 750-gallon 
pumping engine and hose cart was 
presented to the Humane Engine 
Company and the combination 
deck-pipe hose cart and chemical 
apparatus was entrusted to the 
First Ward Hose Company. Both 
machines were manufactured by 
the Ahrens-Fox Company who pui 
out the apparatus of the Washing- 
ton Engine Company and the In- 
dependent Hose Company. 

On Election Day there was a 
demonstration in the morning at 
the Park of all town’s pumping ap- 
paratus and it was shown that ten 
powerful streams could be pumped 
at the same time. The town’s 
fire-fighting equipment may now 
safely be said to be the best, for 
any town of similiar size, in the 
entire country. 
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IN MORRISTOWN 


HISTORY- OF THE COMPANIES 


While the following account of 
the histories of the various com- 
panies in the Fire Department has 
no direct relationship to the title, 
“Fires of the Past in Morris- 
town,’’ it is germane in order to 


give a well rounded picture of 
the past and show just what equip- 
ment and strength the fire de- 
partment had at various periods in 
its past. The companies appear 
in the order of their organization. 


INDEPENDENT HOSE CO. 


Morristown obtained a charter in 
1865 which put the affairs of the 


Fire Department under the con- 


trol of the Common Council and 


two years later, or Ioasot, the. 


department was re-organized. Un- 
der the new regime the first com- 
pany to organize was the Inde- 
pendent Hose Company it being 
formed on August 6th. 

The first apparatus which the 
Independents owned was a hose 
carriage, drawn by hand, and this 
was used for exactly one hundred 
alarms. It was replaced in 
1878 by another machine also 
drawn by hand but later changed 
so that it was drawn by one horse, 
first by having the horse hitched 
to the ‘“‘drag rope’ and later fitted 
with drafts. The apparatus was 
used for 105 alarms. 

The third macnine was a one 
horse hose carriage made especial- 
ly for the company and was first 
used at a fire in an upholstery 
shop. on Speedwell avenue on 
May 5th, 1889. This machine an- 
swered 156 alarms. 

The fourth machine was made 
under the direction of a commit- 
tee of the Hose Company and was 
a chemical engine. This machine 
was drawn by two horses (the 
famous pair of Prince and Duke) 
and was received on April 27th, 
1898. Its first fire was three days 
later at 11:30 P. M., in the Bab- 
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bitt Building. This machine an- 
swered 419 alarms, being used 
for ‘‘still alarms” as well as ‘‘gen- 
eral alarms,” the former being an 
innovation here. 

Machine No. 5, was an automo- 
bile chemical engine being the 
first piece of motor apparatus pur- 
chased by the town fathers. It 
had four cylinders, Bosch mag- 
neto, chain drive, made through- 
out with Krupp steel. It carried 
two 35-gallon chemical tanks and 
two hand extinguishers. It had 
fifty horse power and was capable 
of making 40 miles an hour. There 
was room for eight persons to ride 
on the machine. The apparatus 
was used for the first time on June 
26th, 1909 and answered nearly 
one thousand (982) calls before 
being replaced. 


The sixth and present apparatus 
of the Independent Hose Com- 
pany, an Ahrens-Fox Pump, with 
booster equipment, was purchased 
in 1923. The machine with its 
equipment of booster tank, hose, 
ladders, extinguisher, ete., weighs 
about 12,000 pounds. With two 
2% inch lines of hose combined 
into a deluge set with nozzle the 
machine is capable of pumping 
800 gallons a minute with a pres- 
sure of 75 pounds at the nozzle. 
The booster tank has a capacity of 
120 gallons and a line of one-inch 
hose is used for it. 
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The first officers of the com- 
pany were George H. Dean, fore- 


man; M. F. Bayles, Assistant 


Foreman; Elwyn Bentley, clerk; 


BOARD OF 


The Board of Fire Wardens was 
created under the ordinance estab- 
lishing a Fire Department, passed 
by the Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of The Town of Morristown on 
August 7th, 1867. On Tuesday 
evening, the 13th, at a special 
meeting of the Common Council, 
upon recommendation of the 
Board of Engineers, appointments 
of members to the newly created 
fire department was made. 


The fire department was then 
composed of two companies, the 
Board of Fire Wardens and the 
Independent Hose Company. 

The Board of Fire Wardens was 
authorized to have nine members; 
the names of the appointees being 
as follows: 

William Y. Sayre, Sidney W. 
Stalter, Francis A. Day, Isaac G. 
Arnold, Samuel K. Smack, William 
H. Voorhees, James S. Brookfield, 
Isaac van Fleet, and James V. 
Bentley. 

The Board oi Fire Wardens 
was organized as a company of 
firemen and hes the same powers 
and privileges and is subject to 
the same rules and regulations in 
relation of appointment of a fore- 
man, assistant foreman and clerk 
as other companies belonging to 
the fire department, and vacancies 
in the same are filled in the same 
manner as in other companies. It 
is required to hold regular meet- 
ings at least once in each month 
and keep a journal of proceedings, 
and, when attending fires shall be 


subject to the direction of the . 


George C. Marsh, Treasurer; and 
J. F. Johnson, Steward. ; 

The authorized strength of the 
company is 42 men. Its headquar- 
ters are on Market street. 


FIRE WARDENS 


Chief Engineer and the Assistant 
Engineer of the Fire Department. 


It is the duty of the Fire Ward- 
ens, immediately on alarm of fire, 
to repair to the place where it may 
be, and aid and assist in procuring 
supplies of water to the fire en- 
gines as the Chief Engineer, or 
Assistant Engineers may direct, to 
prevent the hose from being trod 
upon or injured, and to keep all 
idle and suspected persons at 
proper distance from the fire. 
They are invested with all the 
powers of police officers of the 
town, while going to, attending or 
returning from any fire and at 
such times and on such occasions 
are constituted special policemen 
of the town for the preservation 
of peace and the protection of pub- 
lic and private property. They 
are to cause the goods and chat- 
tels in danger of fire to be care- 
fully removed to some suitable 
place, and prevent them from be- 
ing injured or stolen, and prevent 
all persons, except members of 
the Fire Department, the owner or 
occupant of the premises, and such 
persons as they may call to their 
assistance, from entering any 
dwelling, or other building on fire 
or immediately adjoining thereto. 

The Company, at first, was lim- 
ited in membership to nine men, 
but the quota was increased later 
to twenty, with which number, 
the Board continued until Novem- 
ber 19, 1885 when the Common 
Council by ordinance authorized 
twenty-six members. In 1891 the 
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number was again increased to 
thirty-six, which quota the Board. 


still maintains. 


In 1869 the Niagara Engine 
Company No. 2 was organized and 
continued until 1891. On October 
7th, in that year the Board of En- 
gineers charged that Sidney W. 


Stalter, a member of that Com- 
pany, had at a fire on Bank street, 


insulted the then Chief Engineer, 
James M. Bonsall, and at the 
meeting of the Common Council 
in session on that date, he was ex- 
pelled from the department. It 
was expected that Mr. Stalter was 
to receive a reprimand and the ac- 
tion of the Council came entirely 
us a surprise to everyone, espe- 
cially members of his company, 
wo, with one accord tendered 
their resignations, and on Decem- 
ber 3rd of the same year turned 
over the keys to their Engine 
House to Harrie A. Freeman, the 
Assistant Chief Engineer. 


This left the Niagara Engine 
Company without any one to man 
her and to take care of this em- 
ergency, the Chief Engineer de- 
tailed five men from the other 
companies to act. These men ac- 
cordingly met and elected officers, 
of whom, William Earles, a Fire 
Warden, was chosen Fureman. 

It was during this period that 
the Hunter fire occurred on 
South street, which destroyed the 
Hunter House, and in which two 
lives were lost. | 


The Board of Fire Wardens 
acted without any apparatus, at 
first, but in 1889 purchased a 
patrol wagon which it continued 
to use until. the motorization of 
the Fire Department, when it was 
supplanted by the. V ahnanaas auto- 
patrol. 


The original Waidena’ Wagon 
was constructed: by the John H. 
Schmidt Company on Bank and 
Market streets and held five men 
‘seated besides the driver. = It 
carried bridges for allowing traf- 
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fic to cross the hose without in- 
jury, ropes for maintaining fire 
lines, a life net and lanterns, and 
was drawn by a single horse. It 
was maintained at Armstrong’s 
Livery on Bank street and in an- 
swering an alarm of fire stopped 
at the corner of Bank street and 
Park place in order to pick up 
members of the company. 


Upon the purchase of the pres- 
ent motor apparatus, the life net 
was transferred to the Resolute 
Hook and Ladder. 


The horse drawn patrol wagon 
was reported to be in poor condi- 
tion by the Officers at a meeting 
of the Board held on March 13, 
1912 and were given authority to 
take the matter up with the Chief 
Engineer and at a special meet- 
ing on June 10th, they were in- 
structed to act in the matter of 
a new wagon. 


On February 3, 1913 the com- 
mittee reported that as a result 
of their conference with the Board 
of Aldermen a proposition had 
been made for a purchase of a 
new auto patrol by the Town to be 
used in common with the noice 
department. As a final resiii the 
Board of Aldermen agreed <3 
make an appropriation of $1,730, 
towards the purchase of the new 
apparatus and the Board of Fire 
Wardens to make up the balance. 

On September 26th, the com- 
mittee reported that it recom- 
mended the purchase of a White 
chassis with special body, the 
total cost of which would be $2,- 
550. The purchase was accord- 
ingly made, and the patrol de- 
livered to the Board in March 
1914. 


The patrol carries two pair of 
bridges, lanterns, ropes, clubs and 
a fire extinguisher. It accommo- 
dates on the rear side seats, 
twelve men, one on the front seat 


‘besides the driver and two or 
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three on the steps. 
The tollowing members of the 


Fire Wardens have served in the 
capacity of Chief Engineer: 
Charles McCullum, William Y. 


Sayre, Daniel S. Voorhees, and. 
Edward C. Mitchell. 
Others serving as_ Assistant 


Chief Engineers are as follows: 


William H. Voorhees—First 
Assistant; Isaac G. Arnold—Sec- 
ond Assistant; David W. McBur- 
ney—Second and First Assistants 
respectively. 

At the present time there are 
thirty-three active members of 
the Board with three vacancies, 
and the present officers are: 

Foreman—HHarry L. Couch; 
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Assistant Foreman—wWilliam A. 


Theiler; Second Assistant ,»rore- 
man—George F. Burr; Steward— 
Paul R. Burke; President—John 
J. A. Owens; Treasurer—William 
D. Dalrymple, and Clerk—Edward 
A. Quayle, Jr. 

The Board is proud to have had 
among its membership a U. S. 
Supreme Court Justice, New Jer- 
sey Supreme Court Judge and 
Chancellor of the State of New 
Jersey, one Congressman, one 
State Senator, one County Clerk 
and State Treasurer, two Assem- 
blymen, three Postmasters, one 
Mayor and eighteen Aldermen. 


RESOLUTE HOOK & LADDER CO. 


The Resolute Hook & Ladder 
lays claim to being the third old- 
The 
Washington Engine Company was 
organized first but on October Il, 


est fire company in town. 


1908, at the time of a firemen’s 
parade it was decided that the 
Resolutes should precede _ the 
Washies in the line of march the 
reason being ‘‘that the Washies 
were founded two years before the 
Resolutes, but were disbanded 
by Fire Chief Stites for a whole 
year’’. 

Historical records state that 
the Resolute Hook and Ladder 
Company No. 1 was organized 
June 14th, 1869 being entitled to 
60 members. William A. Hal- 
stead was first foreman serving 
for seven years. There were 
twelve other charter members 
making thirteen in all and the 
organizers met on Friday night in 
the rooms of the Independent 
Hose Company on Market street. 
Despite thse supposedly unlucky 
beginnings the Company’s his- 
tory has been a successful one. 

The first apparatus was stored 
on a piece of land in back of 
Day’s. There were two pair of 
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wheels coupled together and on 
them were two ladders this mea- 
gre equipment being called a fire 
truck. By 1882 the company had 
its present headquarters on Speed- 
well avenue and a piece of appara- 
tus that cost $1,200. 

In 1897 a heavy horse drawn 
truck was purchased from Glea- 
son & Bailey and this served with 
hard usage for fifteen years. The 
Resolutes were the first to own 
their own horses and the famout 
pair of Tom and Jerry, the third 
team, was secured to draw the 
truck bought in 1897. When the 
motorized truck was put into ser- 
vice the pair were ‘‘pensioned’’ 
after fifteen years of faithful ser- 
vice. 

The motor truck was put into 
service on March 5th, 1912, be- 
ing built by the Mack Brothers of 
Allentown, Pa. at a cost of $5,- 
650. It is 34 feet over all, stands 
seven feet high and is equipped 
with many ladders up to a 50 foot 
extension one. The apparatus 
has 50 horse power and is cap- 
able of making a speed of 30 miles 
an hour. The machine is still in 
service after fourteen years and 
is said to be in good condition. 
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WASHINGTON ENGINE CO. NO. 1 


Washington Engine Company 
No. 1 was organized July 3, 1867, 
and had among its charter mem- 
bers Colonel R.. M. Stites, the first 
Chief Engineer of the present Fire 
Departrient; William Y.. Sayre, 
George W. King, E. S. Armstrong, 
and others. " ; 

The company was. equipped 
with one of the old hand engine 
with leather hose that had been 
used hitherto, and did efficient 
service with it until 1876 when it 
was disposed of and the first steam 
fire engine secured. That appa- 
ratus was formerly the property 
of the Humane Engine Company, 
of Easton, Pa. ‘ 

The third engine was secured 
on August 5th, 1895, when a 
brand new steam fire engine was 
bought. It was called the ‘‘New 
America’ and was one of the 
finest engines in use at that time. 
The ‘“‘boys’”’ were delighted with it 
and proud of its ability to throw 
water to the highest point in Mor- 
ristown that might be destructible 
by fire. On June 16th, 1909, the 
old hose reel was replaced by a 
more up-to-date hose wagon 
drawn by two horses. 

In the spring of 1913 the horse 
drawn hose wagon was replaced 
by a White auto hose tender which 
served as a tractor also to pull the 


steam fire engine. This appa- 


ratus together with'the other auto 
machines: which were. put in serv- 
ice in the other companies at this 
time made the Fire Department 
entirely motorized: Alderman Dr. 
Ralston R.-Reed being the Father 
of Morristown’s, motorized Fire 
Department. 


This last apparatus remained in 
service until September, 1918, 
when a modern up-to-date combi- 
nation Pumping Engine and Hose 
tender made by the Ahrens-Fox 
Fire Engine Company, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, was put in service. This 
apparatus is capable of pumping 
1,000 gallons of water per minute. 
and is of six cylinders with 110 
horse power. It is still in service 
and is as valuable and efficient as 
any of the other apparatus which 
have been purchased since. 

The company’s present member- 
ship is 41. Its quarters are on 
Market street. 

The present Chief of the Fire 
Department, John J. Cullinan, is a 


member of the Washington En- 


gine Company, being appointed sec- 
ond Assistant Chief on January 1, 
1922; First Assistant Chief in 
1923, and Chief in 1924 with re- 
appointment each of the two suc- 
ceeding years. 





NIAGARA ENGINE CO. 


The Niagara Engine Company 
No. 2 was organized on August 
10th, 1869. Its quota of men was 
set at 60. 


George W. Crocker, Sidney W. 
Statler, Thomas F. Clifford and 
James C. Mullen were some of the 
company’s early foremen. 

On October 7th, 1891 a mem- 


ber of the company was charged 
with insulting the Chief of the 
Fire Department at a fire and he 
was expelled from the company at 
a meeting of the Common Council. 
It was only expected that the 
member would be reprimanded so 
on December 3rd, the members all 
resigned bringing the Niagara En- 
gine Company to an end. 
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HUMANE, ENGINE CO. NO. 2 


The Humane Engine Company 
was formed in 1891 following the 
disbandment of the Niagara Com- 
pany and some of the members of 


the latter company went into the 
new one. 

The steamer that was used was 
kept until 1913 when the Robin- 


son Pumping Engine was pur- 
chased being driven down from 
Dover a few days before the Fire- 
men’s Inspection Day when it was 
used for the first time. 

The Robinson was kept on duty 
until this year when it was re- 
placed by the new Ahrens-Fox 
Pumping Engine. 





FIRST WARD HOSE CO. 


For a number Of years the citi- 
zens of the First Ward felt that 
a fire company should be stationed 
in that part of town near the rail- 


road station. The outgrowth of 


this opinion resulted in a meeting 
of citizens of that ward on Decem- 
ber 28, 1898, in the old Dalrym- 
ple-Hastings Company Company’s 
office (now the C. W. Ennis Com- 
pany lumber yards) and at this 
meeting the First Ward Hose 
Company was organized. 

Andrew Reasoner, Superintend- 
ent of the D. L. & W. R. R., do- 
nated the use of a lot for a fire 
house. A committee was formed 
and the residents of the First 
Ward, by subscription, raised the 
money to build a fire house which 
house was built and presented to 
the company. The original loca- 
tion of the fire house was where 
part of the elevated tracks of the 
Lackawanna Railroad now are. 
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When the track elevation was con- 
structed the fire house was moved 
to its present location on Morris 
street. 
The Independent Hose Company 
having received a new apparatus 
they presented their old horse 
drawn hose carriage to the new 
company and the apparatus was 


housed with great ceremony 
on April 24, 1899. Arrange- 
ments were made for _ horses 


from a nearby livery stable to 
draw the hose carriage in time of 
fire. In 1913 when the Fire De- 
partment was motorized the First 
Ward received an automobile hose 
wagon. This was replaced in 1926 
with a combination Ahrens-Fox 
stand pipe and hose wagon. 

The first officers of the company 
were: President, John A. Carr; 
Foreman, Thomas F. Welsh; As- 
sistant Foreman, George H. Dal- 
rymple; Clerk, Fred H. Lutter- 
loh; Stewart, Michael Vorholz. 
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